


MAHATMA HANSRA)
(1864-1938)

The College was founded to preserve
the memory of Mahatma Hansraj,
acknowledged as the founding father
of the D.A.V. movement in undivided
India. Frail in body but heroic in
sprit, Mahatmaji was selflessly dedi-
cated to the course of education. He
started his career as the Honorary
Founder Headmaster of D.A.V.
School, Lahore, in 1886 and over the
next 50 years went on to shape the
destiny of the D.A.V. movement in
India.
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A Taste of Delhi

Shaurya Sinha

B.A. (Hons.) Zoology, First Year

It's winter in Delhi, which means that this dusty megapolis in the arid tail-end of the Aravallis,
usually just a dust storm away from the sandy wastes of the Thar desert, is at its best.
There’s a nip in the air, the afternoon sun is pleasant and balmy, the innumerable parks and
carefully tended traffic  roundabouts ablaze with greenery and color.

Perfect weather, in fact, for sampling Delhi’s most famous attraction outside the Qutub Minar
and the Red Fort — it's incredible street food. Winter is the ideal time of the year to gorge
oneself on the famous piping hot tikkis, kachoris, and samosas, as well as the seasonal
specials like gajar (carrot) halwa or the ever-favorite, hot jalebis.

For those feeling guilty about those deliciously unhealthy calories all of that sinful eating
entails, they <can always put it down to their quest for ‘knowledge’

Wandering through the narrow streets of the Indian capital, you are bound to develop a
hearty appetite. The city thrives and eats on its streets, offering an overwhelming variety of
street food to the people. The whiff of steaming samosas still hissing in the hot oil, or the
sweet aroma of crisp jalebis can arouse everyone’s senses. Temptation is everywhere and it
is hard to resist. The cuisine here incorporates the best of Hindu-Rajput, Turkish, Afghani,
Persian, and Mughal influences. History is served sumptuously, garnished with culinary
secrets that have been passed down through generations.

This incredible variety of culinary delights in the capital have also now seen additions being
made by dishes from other cultures, with Delhi providing its versions of masala dosas,
Tibetan dumplings, and Chinese noodles.

Curiously, many food courts in shopping malls have attempted to bring together the
highlights of Delhi’s street food, ranging from kebab to kachori. To get the real thing,
however, one needs to travel the city, and Delhi's sprawling rail network is there to aid
everyone along the way. No visitor can claim to have mapped Delhi without having made the
rounds of its street food joints, and without promptly returning to eat some more.
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'Morality: The Dilemma Since Ages
Khushi Sharma

B.A. (Hons.) Philosophy, First Year

INTRODUCTION

Be it self-directed or swayed by social constructs, moral behavior or individual conscience
knits together the basic thread of human personality. Since the beginning of human
civilization, conscience has existed as a common characteristic of every human being.
Centuries back, even when India was not organised as a nation-state and when there was no
constitution to define the boundaries of ethics, morality existed as a living reality. Though it
had been a known and integral element of human civilization for centuries, its consistency
had always been put under a question mark. It is amusing to think that while ethical
frameworks have changed their complexion through time, there has not been a standard set
of moral concepts that may put them within constant boundaries. Different groups of people
with similar cultures, traditions, and languages came together to form nations; but in India, it
is not similarity but diversity which unites different communities under the spirit of
nationhood. In a country, where diversity has been the basis of unification, moral grounds
have also fluctuated concerning varied perceptions. There are variations based on caste,
religion, sex, community, and age. The ideas of right and wrong keep on changing their
shapes. Even in a single day, thousands of uncertainties clash in our minds about what is
moral and what is not. Not only with circumstances but also with people, morality varies vast-
ly. If we don’t have stable standards of morality, then why has it been perceived as a
significant part of human civilization for centuries?

Traditionally, ethics have largely been extracted out of religious texts, ones that were
preached years back and were often claimed by a religious leader. The question that then
arises - can something which has not been amended with the passage of time be acceptable
for the forthcoming generations? Is it legitimate to consider a religious text written centuries
back a source of moral concepts? People are divided on these matters, but if we dig up
deeper, we may observe that different groups have organised themselves into different kinds
of moral sects. They are dogmatic of their preachings and lack mutual understanding
between each other. Variations in moral sects and the rudimentary approach of the preachers
had been a reason behind violence and communal instability.

IN QUEST OF A DEFINED STRUCTURE OF MORALITY
For decades, there has been a need for a defined structure of morality that may overrule the
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other multiple fragments of morality. However, no religious texts, no individual preachings
can be taken as a constant set of morality by a larger population. Ranging from Hinduism to
Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism, India has gone under transitions that have shaped the
country’s soul. Different communities of people have been living with their respective
philosophies of morality. Colonization and globalization, both have influenced the moral
development of the country as a whole.

India has an ancient history of ethics and morality. In texts, and even in an oral culture,
moral understanding has been the priority for Indians. Vedas, Puranas, Upanishads, and
other smritis have been a source of ethical concepts. The central concepts of Indian ethics
are represented in Rgveda, one of the oldest knowledge texts not only for India but for the
entire world. In Rgveda, we come across the idea of an all-pervading cosmic order (rta)
which stands for harmony and balance in nature and human society. In human society, when
this harmony and balance are disturbed, there is disorder and suffering. This is the power or
force that lies behind nature and keeps everything in balance. In Indian tradition, the concept
of rta gave rise to the idea of dharma. The term dharma has been often perceived as
religion; it stands for duty, obligation, and righteousness. It is a way of life in which ethical
values are considered supreme and everyone is expected to perform their duty according to
their social position and station in life. All the four Veda: Sama, Yajur, Artha, Riga were under
Shruti (that was perceived by sages by self-realization), intellectuals constructed Smriti
(memory) out of the analysis of these Vedas. Upanishads are the texts that consist of
concepts of all four Vedas and come under Smriti. These texts of Smriti have also provided an
insight into moral concepts.

With an upsurge in faulty interpretations of these texts and a reinforcement of the caste
system, other movements also came up with their ethical approaches. Jainism is another
important religion of the land. It places great emphasis on the three most important things in
life, called three gems (Triratna). These are right vision (Samyaka drsti), right knowledge
(Samyaka jhana) and right conduct (Samyaka caritra). Apart from these, Jain thinkers
emphasize the need for reverence ($Sraddha). Other moral principles also govern the life of
Jains. Most important of these are ideas of merit (punya ) and demerit (papa). After the Jain,
there are the Buddhist ethics. It is called an ethical religion as it does not discuss or depend
on the existence of God but instead believes in alleviating the suffering of humanity. The
ethical values in this faith are based on the life and teachings of the Buddha. These moral
instructions are included in Buddhist scriptures or handed down through tradition. According
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to Buddhism, the foundation of ethics is the pafcasila (five rules), which advocates refraining
from killing, stealing, lying, sexual misconduct, and intoxicants. In becoming a Buddhist, a
layperson is encouraged to take a vow to abstain from these negative actions. Proceeding
further in the timeline, Sikhism is the recent faith in Indian tradition. Guru Nanak, the
founder, stated that “Truth is higher than everything else, higher still is truthful conduct.”

With the start of colonization of the land and the emergence of the Indian state, moral
standards and ethical grounds have also gone through a revaluation. After Independence,
India came up with a comprehensive charter of rights and duties- the Constitution- that
defined the development models and spelt out the rights and duties of the citizens of the
country. Our constitution is the text that is ideally prioritized above any other moral sect.
Despite this, the fact that there are contradictions and disagreements concerning
constitutional morality cannot be neglected. But, the other way of looking at it is that the
scope of amendments has made constitutional morality justified and sustainable.

CONCLUSION

Even though we have a constitution, various circumstances arise where a single approach
cannot be considered moral. What is moral for one, maybe it is immoral for the other. The
Constitution cannot extend itself to every sphere. The laws written in the constitution are not
evenly enforced because of the different notions which people carry. Taking into
consideration the Section 377 judgment, even after the judgment, certain communities
consider intersexual and marital relations between people of the same sex as immoral. Many
extract morality out of the centuries-old religious texts, and in the process, overlook their
rationality.

Mob lynching has become the new norm. The perpetrators think that what they do is
inherently moral- this reflects that present standards of individual morality lack a sense of
humanity. People are living with their own sense of morality, their individual beliefs shaped
out of their individual experiences, community, religion, and caste. In many situations,
various contradictory moral standards have been observed among the same set of people. In
concerning oneself with a limited set of moral ideals, the essence of humanity and the value
of human life is left behind. It is not always about being moral or immoral, but about the
need for being sensible towards one’s duties as a human being. Fixing and rehabilitating
morality within ethical boundaries is not adequate; we need to realize the essence of
humanity to make a difference. Moral concepts need to change and be updated with time.
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The concepts of the morality of the older generation may seem archaic to the youth. Moral
dilemmas are not just topics of discussion for intellectuals but a vital issue for social
well-being. Individually, when we dwell upon the uncertain grounds of what is moral and
what is not, we must observe that any act which may harm society or any individual should
be considered immoral. Being human, it is our responsibility to be ethical seekers who leave a
developed sense of morality and a nourished conscience for posterity.

ISEhrodinger’s Cat Experiment

Abhishek Baranwal,

B.Sc. (Hons.) Electronics

Rules of quantum physics always shake our knowledge of classical physics. For instance, it
says that a particle behaves differently when it is under observation than when it is not being
observed.

Actually, when a particle is not being observed it exists in the state of superposition i.e.
various possible states coinciding, but when it is observed, we see just one of these possible
states.

This statement is supported by a thought experiment performed by Sir Ervin Schrodinger and
is called Schrodinger’s cat experiment. It involves the use of a cat, a flask of poison, and a
radioactive source in a box.

)

| e

/\-\\z\\ i

\.@\ 3

"
,//
o
——

In this experiment, a cat is put in a box with such arrangement that creates a 50% probabil-
ity of the cat dying and a 50% probability of the cat escaping, that is, an equal chance of the
cat dying or surviving.
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Now, obviously, on observation, we would see the cat to be either dead or alive but not both,
but according to Copenhagen’s interpretation of quantum mechanics, this happens only when
we observe the cat. During observation, the cat is both dead and alive while it appears to be
either dead or alive to us. This is because the cat is in a state of superposition, meaning it is
both dead and alive simultaneously.

So, this unusual behavior, where upon observation the cat would be either dead or alive, that
is, equal chances of both can be explained by ‘Multi Worlds Theory’ which states that,
“anything that can happen does happen”.

Many Worlds Tlr\eor'j

As we observe the cat, at that moment splitting of the universe occurs. In one universe the
cat is found to be alive while in the split universe, it is found to be dead.
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SPLITTING OF UNIVERSE

IBut, You Didn’t Put It on Social Media!

Aayushi

B.Sc. (Hons.) Life Sciences, Second Year

There’s always that one thing that one recoils from instantly. The relationship between you
and that thing is as good as the north poles of two magnets! For me, in recent times that
thing is social media.

Now, before you decide to get on with the: “"Hey!!! Social media is not that bad a ‘place’. It's
a platform for talent to grow, a space offering a wider range of choices to the audience, and
is an employment opportunity in itself.” I just want to say, yes! I am well-versed with the
pros of social media. But what we forget is that tools like Instagram, Facebook, YouTube are
just apps on our mobile phones, but not a true portrayal of who we are.

Whenever we put a status about ourselves, about our relationships with people, our hobbies,
or our daily activities - mundane to some, an advantage to others - we put ourselves in a
very vulnerable space for people to judge. Albeit the intent could be just to share a part of
our life with people around us, but more often than not we unconsciously might be seeking
validation as human beings through whatever we put up for display on these platforms.

As we share these bits and portions of our lives, we think that we are just seeking others’
opinions or maybe criticism- which is fine- as long as we are at peace with the fact that it is
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an opinion, and a subjective one at that. The psychology at play on social media is that if you
take to your heart a good comment like, "You're mind-blowing!!!"; then a hate comment like
"You're ugly" is bound to get to you too, which you could have otherwise just let be in your
comment box. The complication is that Likes and Comments in reel life aren’t always genuine,
and the same is to be said for real-world conversations too.

Another problem builds up when you start looking for validation in the numbers of likes on
your posts. Tension starts to build up if someone’s birthday passes by but the wishes aren't
posted on Instagram stories or Whatsapp statuses. It seems apparent that rather than a
video call or a sweet message in the DMs, stories are of the essence, to be seen by others.
One shouldn’t even get started on grieving for a departed soul. There is no question about a
person’s right to grieve in silence, their words of condolence and tears of emotions kept to
themselves as being sincere is the only thing that matters in such matters. However, #RIP to
the mental health of people who are alive if a message like, “So sorry to hear about this” is
nowhere to be seen by a mutual from their account.

Wanting the tag of a social butterfly is commanding our life so much, that we respond to a
piece of emotional or heartbreaking news impulsively, without even imparting it a thought or
feeling in its true sense, an unjust attitude, if one must put it plainly.

The heartbreaks that the pandemic brought along with it have been endless, but in a time
where social media rules our lives, it is on us to be the wise, empathetic and more aware
users, not just ones promoting content we hold no idea or opinion about!

PS: The irony of the situation is that this article which looks like it is criticizing social media
will also reach out to you through some social media platform. This is how popular social
media is. It's is not a criticism, but a wake-up call for us to realize that we need to as users
build a more positive environment on social media because it has become a very important
and big part of our lives!
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We Grow, The Economy Grows

Honey Sharma

B.Sc. (Hons.) Mathematics, Second Year

Every mind of our nation mature enough to read the A to Z is aware of the enormous popula-
tion that India cherishes, just .02 billion short of China at the present. The gargantuan popu-
lation of China stands well justified seeing as China maps itself as the largest country in the
world. The same can’t be said about India, the seventh-largest country in the world in terms
of geography but one which still managed to bag the 2nd rank in terms of population. It is
estimated that by 2030, India may be the most populous country in the world.

Now while I sincerely acknowledge the readers’ concerns about the effects of such large a
population on the economy, society, and distribution-cum-scarcity of sources per individual,
allow me to engage your fresh and educated minds into thinking about the pros of this large
number. While of course, you must be wondering, “of what benefit could the overbearing
population be to the nation?”, here is how it goes: on the verge of exhausting so many re-
sources, human resource is at the present, the most significant resource in the world. Why?
Because it has the power to turn even waste into useful matter. and we have no shortage of
it. What we just need is to give this population the right skills, better education and let it
hone its talents. Sounds simple, right?

Once, in a programme, a student asked the missile man of India, Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam,
about the strengths and weaknesses of India. The great man replied - "The strength of India
is you, the millions of youth of India. And there is no weakness of India."

India has always been a unique and achievement-oriented country, and its achievements
can't be described in a few words. 36% of the doctors at NASA are Indians, 12% scientists,
and 38% doctors in the whole of the US are Indians too. There are these and much more ta-
les to tell when it comes to what all of India stands for and has achieved through the years
after independence.

Human resources are like natural resources; they're often buried deep. You have to go look-
ing for them, they're not just lying around on the surface. You have to create the circum-
stances where they show themselves. - Ken Robinson

Yes, our nation, ‘Incredible India’ can attain popularity in the world for its skilled citizens, de-
spite its population being looked upon negatively today. What we need is a change of the air
that this population breathes to see the nation changing and growing simultaneously.
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‘Just Believe in Yourself

Honey Sharma

B.Sc. (Hons.) Mathematics, Second Year

Hello readers,

You may be wondering about the significance of "belief" upon reading the title. You might
also wonder if "belief " isn’t just an abstract thing. It is, yes, but also of such importance that
it demands a separate article for it. Its value is even more than one can think of.

“Belief system” - does it work?

Continue to read as I answer, “Absolutely yes!” There is no doubt that one becomes what
they believe themselves to be, as we gradually acquire the characteristics of what we believe
ourselves to be. You can easily achieve your goal, but the very first thing you need to accom-
plish is setting your aim, which is a "self-belief". You must have faith in yourself that you can
do it, that you can achieve it.

Have you ever heard about Arunima Sinha's success story? Being the world's first amputee
to scale Mount Everest, the highest peak of the world, one wonders how she achieved this
feat, even after losing her leg? It was all because she believed in herself and was determined
that she would do it anyway. She believed strongly in her potential and finally, she did it.
Countless examples around us have proved that we can achieve whatever we believe in.

I urge you to look up the stories of successful people who have achieved what otherwise
looks impossible. A famous example is observed in Manjhi: The Mountain Man, a man who
disproved the saying that one cannot break a mountain. He achieved what no one else could.
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, the Missile Man of India, son of a fisherman, always believed that one
should always dream big and should have the heart to work hard for it. He proved it by be-
coming the president of India and was also conferred with the Bharat Ratna Award, the high-
est civilian award of our country. What motivated him? It was his faith in himself, his self-
belief.

There are many examples of people who will inspire you with their achievements in their life,
just because they had a deep faith in themselves and believed that they could do it. And
eventually, they did. This is the mantra of life. The saying goes true, "A man becomes what
he believes."

You just need to be determined towards your aim with the belief in mind that you are going
to accomplish your aim one day, no matter how hard the situations hit you, no matter how
tough the journey towards your goal is, no matter how hard you need to work for it.

Always remember the line, "If I believe that I can, then definitely I will."

In the inspiring words of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi: “If I have the belief that
I can do it, I shall surely acquire the capacity to do it even if I may not have it at the begin-
ning.”

Just believe in yourself. Never let yourself feel down. Always keep yourself motivated. Have
the positive belief that you can, and you really will. Believe that you can really achieve some-
thing, and believe me, you will be able to achieve it.

N
53 | arftfap uf3rept “831 2021



'The Societal Costs of Gender Stereotypes

Apurva Tripathi

B.A. (Hons.) English, First Year

What does the phrase ‘gender stereotype’ mean? Gender stereotypes are the assumptions
held about how people should act, based on the group/ gender to which they belong. Gener-
ally, stereotyping is formed based on some semblance of the truth. However, over the dec-
ades gender stereotyping has become a major barrier to self-expression and one of the lead-
ing causes of discrimination and abuse. It severely limits the capacity of women and men,
especially during their developing years reducing aspirations and hindering personal develop-
ment.

Gender-stereotypical behavior is not a sudden occurrence, instead, these attitudes and be-
haviors are cultivated by society from a very young age. By the age of 2.5 - 3 years, children
show evidence of having some rudimentary knowledge of the activities and objects associat-
ed with each sex. Even more than adults, children will rely on a person's sex to make judg-
ments and they are less likely to consider other relevant information about the person than
adults are. With the increasing age, children tend to possess less stereotypical ideas about a
person based on their sex as they deal with the social norms of the world.

Some factors play a role in socializing these gender stereotypical ideologies. It also includes
family as one of the most important agents or factors from where most of the ideas about
social roles of particular gender or sex are developed. The development and possession of
gender stereotyping are not automatic or instant, rather facilitated by various socio-cultural
and relational factors. Often, the role of women is stereotyped due to the male-dominated or
patriarchal society. Sometimes, women belonging to conservative backgrounds hold up the
gender stratification, therefore it becomes even more difficult to eradicate this stereotyping
from society.

Were these stereotypes ever relevant to society? Are they still relevant? The answer to these
kinds of questions lies inside the person's mind. Everybody has their perspectives and based
on those perspectives, this society and its norms are formulated. According to the growth and
development in the world, these stereotypical thoughts are no more relevant. Gender stereo-
typing was never relevant. Due to the patriarchal society, these thoughts were continuously
fed to people which resulted in the continuity of stereotyping gender all over the world, and it
still prevails in society.

For the solution, start at the grass-root level and gradually move upwards. As this is already
known that these ideas are inculcated at a very young age, the solution is to change the at-
mosphere and surroundings in which children grow so that there is an open-mindedness in
their thoughts, instead of gender-related stereotypical thoughts emerging in their minds.

This will help them grow up to be rational and practical. Ultimately it will pass onto their next
generation and so on.
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'For the Pursuit of Excellence
Ajay Gupta

B.A. (Hons.) History, First Year

We are hardly aware of a home-grown scientist based in Calcutta who had a consequential im-
pact on Hawking’s research and work. In 1915, Einstein startled the world through his pro-
posed theory, general theory of relativity (GTR) Which transformed our understanding of the
nature of space, time, and classical physics from a new perspective. It is a geometrical theory
of gravitation that generalizes Sir Isaac Newton's ‘Law of Universal Gravitation and Special Rel-
ativity’, providing a unified explanation of gravitation as a geometric property of space and
time.

The theory is believed to be the most successful gravitational theory which is university
accepted and well adduced by observations. The first success of (GTR) was in delineating the
anomalous perihelion precession of mercury. Since then the theory has been used to define all
manners of physical phenomena, including bending light, black holes, and the expanding uni-
verse. A supernova remnant is a diffused, expanding nebula resulting from a spectacular explo-
sion of a star in which it ejects most of its mass in a violently expanding cloud of debris. If the
remnant is massive, higher than few solar masses. Then the remnant itself squeezes inwards
by gravity, forming a singularity or black hole (one way of black hole formation).

In this regard, there is a relationship between the theoretical investigations of Stephen
Hawking and Amal Kumar Raychaudhuri from Calcutta popularly known as (AKR). He was re-
markable but lesser known as a physicist. Educated at the Presidency College and the Universi-
ty of Calcutta, he subsequently joined the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science
[IACS] as a research associate and then Ashutosh College, Calcutta, as a faculty member in
1950. In 1961, fortuitously he received an offer of a professorship at the Presidency College,
the seat of academic excellence. While his work would change the dynamics of general relativi-
ty and cosmology, he spent most of his life doing monotonous lab work.

It's a miracle to do such illustrious independent research work despite rigorous academic regu-
lations for the university. His is an indelible contribution, path-breaking equation, and ways to
discover under adverse and challenging circumstances. He attained this feat by the sheer vir-
tue of self-learning.

The first mention of the term Raychaudhuri equation appeared in a research paper pub-
lished in 1965. It hit the zenith of fame as it was a key tool in the hands of young relativists
like Stephen Hawking and Roger Penrose in the middle of the late 1960s in their attempt to
answer the question on the existence of space, time singularities and to explain the theory of
the universe. AKR symbolized excellent scholarship and erudition. His biography was authored
by V Narllikar and in 2005, a documentary film had been produced on his life and work. His re-
search work is as consequential as it could have got. Hawking indeed admired Raychaudhuri’s
contributions to physics very much. His contributions are widely recognized by the Internation-
al scientific community. But AKR remains a hidden figure in his homeland.
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'Variety is the Spice of Life
Ajay Gupta

B.A. (Hons.) History, First Year

Life is a journey where one travels and enjoys every moment. And since it is a journey, it
could never be a monotonous one. It has ups and downs, which are indeed very challenging.
Although everyone wishes for things to always be good, but if it were so, it'd be a straight
road without any twist or turn, very boring. This world is a stage upon which the drama of
life is performed by men and women. This drama is so gripping because the acts put up have
a vibrancy to them. Light changes into darkness, childhood changes into old age. Life melds
into oblivion, rosy lips and cheeks change into wrinkled faces. When a child is born, it must
grow and learn. A child cannot remain a child forever. As time passes by, it brings variety to
life.

Change has its thrill and delight. Look at nature. Does it not change every minute? The
sun rises and sets. The sun scorches the earth and rain cools it down. Every second is
unique. The change in the universe and nature is so sure and so consistent that night has to
change into the day. Similarly, spices are of different flavors and they add to the taste of the
food. Different flavors are used for different dishes. If the same spices are used for different
dishes, the taste is lost. The variety of spices makes food more palatable and delicious. Thus,
eating becomes a pleasure. What spices are to food, the variety is to life.

Monotony kills the pleasure of life. But a variety of scenes, people, places, food,
clothing, art, and entertainment can make living a pleasure. Change brings happiness, and
happiness makes people lively and cheerful. In life, there is always a change of conditions.
One may be happy and the next second they may turn sad. For instance, when children study
a particular subject over some time, they get bored. A good way to keep the child’s interest
up would be to introduce some variety. A picture book or a game that teaches the child while
they play. The youth are probably the most active and are replete with energy. Because of
their young age, they are adventurous and make a variety of decisions (both good and bad).
Sometimes, the decisions which they make certainly show a new world to them. They travel a
lot, they trek and many other activities, which helps them stay fit and healthy as well.

But learning a new activity is not just supposed to be fun. Just like a spice could ruin
food if it is used in excess, the very same way, variety could ruin our lives if we started
applying it indiscriminately. But, it is impossible to think of life in which there is no variety.
Any action, however interesting at first, becomes monotonous in the long run. For example, a
person wants to bring some changes in their life. First of all, they will adopt a new fashion. It
is common human behavior to get attracted to new things and these innovations emerge
from exploring things.

N
56 | aIftfap U3t “831 2021



The crux of it all is that if people stop exploring ideas, then life will become stagnant and no
thrill and excitement will remain in life. Variations are the only things that make life vibrant
and worth living. So to make life attractive, some room or space should always be kept empty
for variety or change. In other words, it should be welcomed in all its forms. Without change,
nothing is beautiful. A river has to flow, it cannot be still. A tree has to grow, it cannot always
be a sapling. Sorrow and happiness are like a wheel, one has to go up, and the other goes
down. With variety and change, life would surely be more beautiful. (But remember to put
limitations to moderate these adaptations of new behaviors, as that makes things all the
more interesting, for were there to be free will, there would be no challenge!).

'String Theory

Ankush Yadav

B.Sc. (Hons.) Electronics, First Year

In physics, String Theory is a theoretical framework in which point-like particles of particle
physics are replaced by uni-dimensional objects called strings. The theory describes how
these strings propagate through space and interact with each other. On a distance scale
larger than the string scale, a string looks just like an ordinary particle, with its mass, charge,
and other properties determined by the vibrational state of the string. In string theory, one of
the many vibrational states of the string corresponds to the graviton, a quantum mechanical
particle that carries gravitational force. Thus, string theory is a theory of quantum gravity.
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To understand it, let’s pose the question: “What are mangoes made of?” To answer this
question, scientists practiced poking deep into the mango, by magnifying what’s inside. If
we keep magnifying the insides of mango we will end up finding molecules. Interestingly,
molecules or even the atoms we find further are not the end of the story. Any atom found
is composed of particles like electrons, neutrons, and protons. If one of the neutrons is
picked and magnified, we will discover that even neutrons are made from particles. If one
of the particles is taken and magnified, it supports the conventional hypothesis that was
formulated; inside the particle is nothing but strings. Ergo, this theory comes along and
suggests that a particle is a vibrating string just like a string of a violin. Strings tweaked
on the violin, in turn, produce some musical notes, however, in this case of particulate
matter, these vibrations produce strings that form a particle. Henceforth it wouldn't be
wrong to suggest that a  neutron is nothing but a string vibrating in a different pattern
while an electron is a string vibrating in another pattern.

Looking at the big picture, therefore, suggests that mango is nothing but a cosmic sym-
phony, a group of vibrating strings.

My imagination about the behavior of the universe, as supported by the String Theory:

If we applied the String Theory at a universe level, I believe that a group of galaxies
(here a group of galaxies implies the largest scale), containing billions of galaxies form a
regular line. As we know that galaxies constantly move in the universe, it can be con-
cluded that the line formed by the galaxy vibrates as well. Each galaxy acquires irregular
motion, on whose behalf it can be formulated that each line formed by galaxies vi-
brates in a different pattern. Ergo, the universe is nothing but a cosmic symphony as well.
The universe is one of the objects like a mango when understood with the string theory
in mind.

Imagination is more important than knowledge.
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Vil

Shaurya Sinha

B.A. (Hons.) Zoology, First Year

Down the luminous hallway lined with rough white walls,

murmurs from the students and teachers flowed from the classrooms.

At the end of the seemingly never-ending hall,

a bright red exit sign loomed over the cool stairwell.

Footsteps echoed as we made our way down.

Snow softly dusted down, creating a white hazed view of the world outside the window.
The halls now littered with artwork hung on the walls.

The smell of wood floats about.

Music and machines mix overlaying the hushed voices.

Down the opposing hall, burnt coffee and the rattling of the kitchen fill the space
as footsteps bounce from wall to wall.

The white lights shine off trophies

Screams and squeaks, muted by the walls, sound through this hall.

Hums from the dripping fountain mask the voices

leaving them to be nothing but whispers.

'Hope Stands in Front of Me

Astitva Singh

B.A. (Hons.) English, First Year

Yesterday, was just a day These nazis will surely set me free
My wants are still far away
as I bounce back to my past, The future is too uncertain,
It seems black, yet vast Present a contradiction,
I'll continue to see sunrise and sunset,
Hope, stands in front of me, as they say, every day is a new day
I dwell in my dreams that are flying free
Bad are those people who prick you, You can't vanish my dreams,
You can't question my endeavor You can't force me to dream,
Still, I'll say, this Hope stands in front of me,
Little, tittle, I jump around, My feathers will open to set me free

daydreaming, still a reality,
Hope stands in front of me,
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' The Mind

Khushi Sharma

B.A. (Hons.) Philosophy, First Year

Beyond the limitations of the seen,

I can be explored only in the unseen.

The time gave birth to me

And so I floated by in the forbidden past
and the awaited future

Beyond the confinements of physicality

Neither death can kill me,

Nor can birth ever give life to me.

I have existed as a universal reality for
centuries

Logic has never
practicality

For I had always rested upon the possibili-
ties of different uncertainties

The illusion has always been a companion
Walking on a path fighting against the
enemy of reality

bound me with its

I was never born with a desire,

But I gave birth to many

Generations of men have died for desires
While others have revived itA disembodied
me had assured its supremacy

Over the posterities and their legacy.

Angels and Devils have always been a part
of me

Dwelling like two different shores of a vast
sea

Angels and Devils may have been a part of
me

But it has always been
existence of yours

reflected as

I was manifested with an intent of
destruction in a dimension beyond reality

So I, the mind, being honest and fair

Leave the shore upon you to be chosen

But I the mind, beware the whole
humankind

That the truth had never falsified me

But it can bound you with its morality

And so be the human on the side of truth,
like an angel

Because on the other side of it

You are a devil

'The End

Abhir Khanna

B.A. (Prog.) Commerce and Economics,
Second Year

Life started as a little child
Everything seemed like such a delight
But as the years passed by

I had just one fright in my mind

What will happen in the end?

Will T do good deeds and depart for heaven
Or will T plummet to hell

But little did I know
People don't always deserve what they get
Life isn't fair, I wonder in despair

The inevitable end
Lots of tears are shed
Will be taken away by the angel of death

So relish every moment
And live it to the fullest
Spend a life that you won't regret
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Anxiety
Abhir Khanna

B.A. (Prog.) Commerce and Economics,
Second Year

Lying on my bed curled up
Feeling Breathless

Worrying about everything
Not wanting to do anything

Voices in my head mock me I'm not good

enough

I say to them “who are you to tell me what

I'm capable of”

They laugh at every failure of mine

Always make me feel that I'm losing my

mind

Makes me turn on my loved ones

Like they have control over my emotions

But they drive me to try harder
So that I can move them farther

'Memories

Abhir Khanna

B.A. (Prog.) Commerce and Economics,
Second Year

Remembering days from the past
Lots of friends lost in the path
Some were close, some were not

We played from dusks till nights

There were no worries in our minds
Those were happier times

Going on vacations
Full of exhilarations
Life was simpler then

I wish the good ones lasted longer
And the bad ones didn’t ponder
Those moments will be remembered
forever

Racism

Abhir Khanna

B.A. (Prog.) Commerce and Economics,
Second Year

This confuses me in my mind
All of us are the same inside
But why is humanity so hard to find?

People among us are apartheid
When respect should be our birthright
Such things make me so affright

Dark-skinned people considered inferior
Judged on the basis of skin color
Making them feel duller

Black, brown, or white
Every person is an amazing sight

No one should have to fight for an equal

right
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Abhir Khanna

B.A. (Prog.) Commerce and Economics,
Second Year

A shine so bright in the sky
That blinds my eye

Sun tells me I can achieve anything
All my dreams will come falling

It gives me the strength to overcome fear
Makes all my worries disappear

A shine so bright in the sky
That makes me want to cry with joy

The morning sky sings to me
That It will always be here for me

I gaze up in the sky when it comes and
goes
It's my best friend in all my highs and lows

‘Kindness

Abhir Khanna

B.A. (Prog.) Commerce and Economics,
Second Year

Kindness makes people warm, gives them
hope
Turns them into good folk

People mistreating all and sundry
Makes a sigh come out of me

I wish the whole world was kind
Everyone was in their right mind

So they could differ between wrong and

brings out the best in me

right
Then the whole world would be a better
sight

Who AmI?

Shaurya Sinha,

B.A. (Hons.) Zoology, First Year

I'm the nameless nobody

Born of a nameless, nonexistent mum
And a nameless, nonexistent dad
In a placeless city

New in town and I don’t mind

To re-shape my mind

By a town that is so fascinating,
So bustling and -

Maybe

I am feeble

But certainly in a new form

A new coming storm,

A cyclone,

A cyclops,

A mongrel

Annihilating,

Devastating,

Decapitating your approval and pity
I'm glass, seen through and sharp
An undeciphered writing
Meticulously weird and uncanny
I'm a boy, a girl

A maniac,

A brainiac,

A pyromaniac,

A junior granny

It's funny

Wondering why I'm the way I am
You sculptor -

I'm leaving,

Somewhere where I will not find you

-
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Vacillating

Vriti

B.Sc. (Hons.) Life Sciences, First Year

Under the strange grey sky, stretching far and
wide

I see little flakes the color of snow

Abundant, pure, screaming with silence
Laying down the stretch ahead

An untouched path- far and wide

Tempting all who see with the things that
could be

Taking a breath,

I stand and feel

There are people around, walking their paths,
Circles and cross-sections and loops

Some are happily looking- like a bystander to
their own play,

some crushing themselves with their own
weight

(Accepting or forgiving- what's more difficult?)
The worst, the ones walking by unaware

With their heads dreaming of the road they're
walking on right now

Noticing everyone,

I stand and feel

It's soon my turn

Standing on the edge of the next great ad-
venture

I look back at the path I left- beautifully ugly,
progressive, and mine...

And in front is a spotless sheet tempting me
to make my mark

I just stand and feel

I remember the people I looked up to, shiver-
ing and rubbing their hands

From the haunting cold of the days gone by,
Yet still searching for dry wood amid snow
Cutting the trees that housed them for a re-
prieve

I stand and feel

I feel the winds blowing, informing me of the
rushing time

I feel the cold settling-in in my aching hands
Yet I feel the warmth

My feet itching with restlessness

Wanting to play on the road ahead;

Holding- fearlessly molding, the ice and the
crunching leaves

Hearing the sounds- happy and sad and eve-
rything in between...

I stand and feel

I open the bag I hold- both of us carrying
each other

And I feel the warmth changing to quiet re-
solve

With the white fog forming the clouds,

I take out the items one by one- throwing the
dragging weight

Finally, I minimize the things I refuse to part
with

Attaching them to a bracelet on my wrist-
never holding me down, there, for every deci-
sion I make.

A sigh

I stand and feel.

Everything's done now

No reason to stand anymore

Feeling lost, I search

For the person there with me all my life,
My Northern Star,

A soft breath

"Let's go"

The leaves crunching and the aches settling,
I take my first step;

Staring straight ahead.

This time

I don't stand and feel-

I go.
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To 2021, A Ray of Hope

Ifrah Sadaf

B.Sc. (Prog.) Life Sciences, First Year

Bidding goodbye to a year that taught us a
lot,

It has been the worst year, that's all I thought
But now when I sit and wonder,

It occurs to me that it was more than just a
blunder

I believe,

It made me grow,

Taught me to just go with the flow,

Become a better person,

Maybe, a good listener,

Maybe, a better friend,

Maybe something more,

But taught me to face things as they come

As I now enter 2021,

I feel like a war ended, which I just won

Now all I do is hope for the best,

And turn to the almighty for the rest

I want to enjoy and cherish each moment of
this year,

Please be good to me, 2020 dear

I hope and pray things soon get into place,
And I can go back to living a normal life, and
all my dreams and wishes I can chase.

Here to Bloom

Krishna Mishra

B. A. (Hons.) Economics, Second Year

Is not my body as precious as yours?
Am I not valuable as a sister of yours?
Don't let think my smile misspell

I am an Architect, a Destroyer as well

Don't let libido, make your conscience blind!
Hell! eroticism cannot make the real man un-
kind

Be a man.. with love, faith, and a kind mind

Rape, the only crime in this hell

Raped is the culprit, Rapists are victims in
jewel!!!

Listen, I am not a commodity to consume...
I, Not a machine, but here to bloom!
Here to bloom, Here to bloom!!

Life Goes On

Shaurya Sinha

B.A. (Hons.) Zoology, First Year

It happened when my father

Was posted on top of a hill,

Where life was never low.

Below the hill a vast lake did flow
And our favorite pastime was to row
Sometimes the cold wind did blow
But soon after the sun showed,

Our school was on another hilltop
Where many frogs did hop.

Life was beautiful, we enjoyed all-day
All who were unique in our behavior, today

But once while in the classroom

We realized that the earth under us just
shook

And we realized that an earthquake was the
cause of the gloom

It buried all our books

People ran helter-skelter

But there was this young boy who got stuck
under a shelter

I decided to save the life of the kid

And to do this good deed

With all my force I pulled him up

And he gave me a big hug

I don't know why but tears rolled over my
eyes

Maybe because I did something wise

And saved a young life

After all this, things did fall back in place
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The Humankind

Muskan Rafiq

B.Sc. (Hons.) Life Sciences, Second year

We humans,

We have come a long way

To get where we are today

Looking back it's hard to believe

What we have achieved

What drives us forward?

What spurs us on?

It's our insatiable need to learn and know,
To do and grow

To twiddle and tweaks and 2.0

We, humans, are never satisfied.
We have made monuments

And cut through continents
Master human flights

Sent up satellites

Walked in outer space

Created user interface

Built cities on sand

Turned sea into land

And yet, we are not done.

We made levitating trains

And open-world games.
Constructed super towers

And grids for solar power

Made houses smart

Turned food into art

Built self-driving cars

And taught robots to play guitar

But no,

We are not done

We found cures for disease
Performed symphonies.

Probed the ocean floor

Made machines to do our chores
Deconstructed quarks

Studied great white sharks
Sequenced our genomes

And even 3D-printed homes.

But are we done yet?

Oh on...!

We are not done

We need to do more than ever before

Our planet needs help

And there are challenges that we can't ig-
nore

But remember,

We are Humankind

No job is too big if we set our mind

If we all embrace the spirit that there is no
limit

If we rise to this occasion and come togeth-
er across the nation

If we integrate and ideate,

We can make the future great

The Final Moments

KenAgam Bagra

English Hons. First year

"In the final moments before I die,
And my whole life flashes by,

I wonder what I would see.

And will what I see make me happy?

Would I remember my mother's kiss?

And die with my heart at peace.

Would I see the love my father never
showed?

Would I die knowing I was loved?

Would I be filled with regrets?
Or accept the mistakes I make?
Would have I lived my fill,

Or yearn for more time still?"
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Save and Be Brave!

Honey Sharma

B.Sc. Mathematics Hons., Second year

Save, save, save
And be brave!

Save the precious resources,
Which you too waste

And then your precious life
Is just like a damaged knife.

Save the precious water
to save your life.

As without water

There is no life.

Save the greeny plants & trees

to save your life.

Don't cut the trees,

remove deforestation from your life.

Plants play a crucial

role in our life,

Releasing of oxygen,
absorption of Carbon-dioxide.

Don't throw garbage here & there,
Use always paper bags and share,

Switch off lights when nobody is there,
These are few good ways to live with care.

Plant the trees everywhere

Save electricity, water, and care.
Create a colorful & beautiful nature
Make for yourself a bright future.

Save, save, save
And be brave!

God & Equality

Honey Sharma

B.Sc. Mathematics Hons., Second year

Temple has 6 letters

And Geeta has 5.

Mosque has 6 letters

And the Quran has 5.
Church has 6 letters

And the Bible has 5.

You will get 1 word

From 6 if you subtract 5
And the word is "One"
Which depicts "God is One"
Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian
Nothing we are.

God is our master

His servants we are

God is the gardener
And flowers we are.
We get blessings equally
And "Equal" we are
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