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MAHATMA HANSRA)
(1864-1938)

The College was founded to preserve
the memory of Mahatma Hansraj,
acknowledged as the founding father
of the D.A.V. movement in undivided
India. Frail in body but heroic in
sprit, Mahatmaji was selflessly dedi-
cated to the course of education. He
started his career as the Honorary
Founder Headmaster of D.A.V.
School, Lahore, in 1886 and over the
next 50 years went on to shape the
destiny of the D.A.V. movement in
India.
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IRAE Ao # fGpd T3 oihig =Afaded @1 &1 Tl
T A T Fwerhal 9 @l ¢l 21 df ot F S ae
SRR ¥ 'T geaa s’ 1993 H gt €9 § s # foran
T 5 ore # fewdt # srarfad oft foram Tl | 1994 H 39
Fid W TR "HHAICY Tl W' 3R 'Sy, v, Yy
el efare’ off U gawl a¥ 2006 H SAh YarH ARG
T F eI fopan T St fob M) o1 siadiar sfogan
I WE F AT &1 FE T A ASHI' ITAN T eI
' A 6 3TAR €1 IE IR Ty W STHia fava
yRg 3T=rg &1 fSed U IRdig §f w1 480 6 3 9
a1 & foare & fo fopdlt 3™ @Tgsh &t qemT Sl St Bl
THh HIT-HY I HeMl 39 T AR IRyed i IR
A & S ol 31t T T Tedi gem T SR WehuuT it
ToR el &1 UH 9g # 919 SHieRi o W o1 T g9 @1
of 3R Hiitdsl IR &N TR Skl WRe0T fieT Y@ e
el H TR & Sled BT g 4 3R Yol W IAE 9
ST dTehdi ol @il IGei SiT Tel ol

femg awviedl # TS ol fqure 'feg auiell’ o STTER W =R
Uit § feRan ST & | SR, &R, 999 SR IE| o 36 ®9
T STIf e Sl <@l Sl & 3R AR FHST & 98 wedt
Tearg oft & for ae # @ arer A Sif, o, gufy enfg
% PR U I Waied g H =ed & I8 90l Hawe
TRA 9fF T AR T T WREel X T T T HRO T
for WA § T 9l A Sfia 9 g |@st S At
Sl H fodre See Ty Fel Tl =ed | Tgd U= |
g7 e off U TurSt § T8 alefl Tk WIERvT wfeet © o
STIER 4fS 3R Pft 1 foare fordl o= fa & o < e
¥ AT & @ 9y § F% @ e =Adia T X | aw
e IR, R IRER, T IRaR SR @M TRaR o AT

¥ AT & ST G T SR Sl © W] g8l 9 e
stfrard ¥ fob =faq oot sifa & 78 4 ¥ 3=2 w =
U S =fen| SR R IRaR THE 3ee & o
Uk TIME 3T 3R STHT 3Tehveh feh oe O IMfiet &
for weR MRt W21 a1 FRUSTTETG o 39eh § 91T o g ol

HIROT AR TR ARG A9 &4 § & Sl Rl SHeh! faetar s
I & S © foh 39 faemer ff o & st et & o wd
& S fewg, e, T, 240, dig, S SR R ofife| ge
wq ¥ fowg den gRem o & STt i e o7 el ¥
feres &1 379 g1 § o ¥ Ush-gi o o okt < fem
Be I oft WAt & I8 gfeahivl WRAR STHehal # Tkl &
f&gia =l FUSR s ¢| WRA § feg-qRem < wel T Fel
i =1 2 geafomm ¥ Hifer oM fom feg-qiRe™ < Tl B
WA & AR I [oft end ARl TofiAifoek Ao w1 1R o &
® T | U uRRufwt | v fog orgeht #1 foae s gfem
TTSeh o | BT 304 37T H Ueh 3Mv=dsieh =1 BRI
FHifer Fgard fERERT 31 Afdal & 77 # =R 5 gu gl

<fer T Hf 1 S ST BNt & IR Hf o wreAd | 0w @
e g H S ol © SEfe IS o s | o Hed
MY S T ¢ I8 IYHT Ui Ul Sl & STH wHe
U % U Tuet U9 wEnt ¥l W T oS iR S
TARE A &1 Ted F THE g@-3@ H Gedr Hh
W Bl R B ATl hael R At A B & ‘IS T
A H g WEY oft Uk Ut W St yfFeRt o1er A & S
ST T ¥ T g SR S e # ont g & At Sue
T 1 A fSrek Hf W1 ST Bl Iseadt o1 Lol 6 i 9
o STt ot o foTe SRS @1
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g T H AT 9% Tel o’ Ui f foRw =fda 9, Y
Hfed 9, fhg M |, {5 o &, forg Sfd & =afaa 9 39
U9 B W@ § Hifh I &k BT H HAR o U 5@ IH H
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Tohdl & ST TIhR 51 oIl 1 1 il & foh ek Ueh
TR TgH & Tl 96 dIed U SHY g el a1 Tt Hifen
34k TG H el o foIT veelt qo Sl Hefrshrd § S 9w oh
T IS off 9% o719 GER # uRafda & geht © a1efd 3
et I HIR 6l 3718 Teqdl § T gl & | TR ST H
AT 3R HAR oh1 TN T HfHep =107 3T &—

"3 2 TR 1 e 9 A A e, T S S
foreT g =T

Y 3T ¥ Ffe g Hedl o SAfokdd ohl 9@l S ol 3H Teh
foreran wf o &9 # A fovar T & S fop o1t Tt o fore
AT 3 A T F @ | IHHN A ¢ o T & 1w
G I FAM ST T I WHGH el 841 Aife| iS5/ =X
H U JST I AT AT 9 G o 7

T = &l wel Wt Harnia § a9 9 Seora-d 2 S §
e ol Skl e fOR et Aetdt ST WY TS el §
A ST TTgh ol WIR XAl © Wiewdt 3Y el 3] Heh
A & TG G W 96 Adl & @ & A S e off
3Tt G | ofll & IR qaI3H (WA i 3k ( ol &
FeX ) % U Gl & SR H gaT gordl © o ofdl 6l Jd
Ao o foT ASTeR BT Ul &1 fif &1 (FeR) 39 oS 4
TS YONhId o1 [oTHIER o g&7 o Tt foreh aheett &1

A 39 BT | U fog TRaR T Frawy Wt &1 98 g deq
&t A T A1 I WA feheg SIS - BICT FeATel § Fa¥ia
BraTel 3R O A (TS He) ¥ ST T8 W@ ael
TR TSkt ¢| ekl 36 A T8 STl & fored SHeh!
3 Fdgem IR 'THiREe g% feu' W fier of iR @
FEr R-R ST Fedl St ¢l Tk @1 I T qRem
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fereott <1 aroeft feemsti & gd-fid e form iR # o iR
3TAfeRT T T o7/ il YU-BfT W 95T Bt Bt A T
e HEpiE W qom # R € FHife § ge9 & gl g9
Tifct <7 T E | SEd 3Tfew agd SAfal”

forddt oft el 1 R o forw o foRdt Rearfa <t fAfdifa & forg
3T die RO Wi w1 B Siar B ¥ Afg egEE &
1 SHed & &9 H YO <1 Gid 7 Sidl df 98 794 q9 i
IR ¥ A T T R 9| 36 YR WerRd |
Ife R qAT Uiedl o g # 4= T Bt a7 WerIRa
BT AR A & o o YR Rl STEEhT| 3Td: T8 el S
Fehdl © foF B TEURT & uRfRefa i Scfd & 9w @iE T
FE B STE¥F BT ol TH HA H WeolRdd % forg
TEHTHIAATE <l BT STEvT BIdT & | Tt i et i
T @ % WY - W Sk O § o agaepiaarg
AT Il B afs WA § Hepfodt s Sgerdn el ert
T S g I el o, Shasiett § ThEudr an foreh
URUTEEY SAfek T Siad YRR o T W R 921 e
R SR AT Tk |EIorn woft ¥ IR Sfaw 6 fafre
Reafial & fow T W fsR 81 T H A w3 s 6
Iufkafa § € Sfifera 2 ar a8t W = et St surkafa
off SIfar & IR 3 iardar 1 9RO WA STl § -
HeARE i W& o &9 H|

W w9 § Gad Teol B Weeikdd IR Sgdtepidere il
TR % §eT hl THIT BT | FetRdcd w1 T o7ef &
A Y Al GEpfaE, T, A onfe w6 ar § B
A TE SgEpiaarg w1 21ef Turet # Teepfadt & Sgerar ¥ ¥
S8 TR U9 1 HIele o Gr B T TR0 & dR
W TEEEHIAAS h UehouHT STARERT a1 0T # Yo Gephfa
o U8l H 3T GEh{dl & THEUIHRI o oy H Gfadienias
J AFAEhRAG STaeH & gRT 3 83| Tgawhiaag sl
STTHROT Wi Ui ook ohi TTIRIN I T SHAE F

3T GG % AR (SALAD BOWL THEORY) fogd &
gt & foraeh ded U ¢ & siaa fafr= dxenfaa;
TR/ [TERERIE 379 ST 37T T o A1 STut T
T W 8| T A A T H B0 TgEEHT ki TRAT
i w @ o= o, offie w0 @ fafi=
Wi feramemrett <t erafkafa | forn ST gehar ¥l Th 9=
TS Ged & T Wipfoeh Sgerd & fof ST S B
3TST o AT § ST fafr=T <9n | o o1 Aot § T GHe
B W E Ol dgdEpdar ol HEER FY  STERER
(e, AfeeRT) 3R A (Hewele, st oTfe) <@ &
ifirgha AT T T 9N S ST @ © S i |ienfae
HEl o U WM FdeR 9 &Y hl dehlerd ¥ TR 39
TR, Wfteh, 7ol IR Tsmfes fedl <t qRem & @er
TH Hikpiqs fAfaer & Sem W a9 Wdied & s
forega 2l

Hgifder ®9 # =" oR, WEshel HeX 9 Hehelsd ol
UGN TEHERRIEE &l 3Tavds A & Tesiiad &
foTT U = Ud et W <l MEvgehdr Bl & 3R =
bR i Gl 1 fepr faf=T Sepfoat & fiem @ & awE
¥ AT ey # 38 <@ o W et H ST gor aRde o
IR o feaw REr ¥ TR URY # 39H <o Wl g
fiR-+fR o & TS UeW ¥ Ae TIfd & T SR
3T 98 HT TUISl o0 IRde & WYy o %1 39
forem &t Stfama: ol SaTeT IRA § & TR S & STt e
S & fob ORI S W UM 9501, IR i R a1 SR
3T gk fg aififea sife Repfied’ # W & o #g=
TR wE TSt § A ar @ foheg W 1 faesefia oI
I I F (o0 SEHIF T TS STEvas & | 3 Tt
& 319 § Al g Uil SR ARG Brar Sl & | WRd S
TgfAfaerar aret T57 # TeARad IR allehas ol - W |
TEEEHTETE 3R f TEvEs & Sl 1 39 SR R #d
BU foaRe g TRE 310 g WfeifehT AedisheericrsH;
FoeRA TEAfel Ug uifetfesher el | Wsifeh fashsieheor
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T AR & [0 TgEERiaae &l Tavds HEd & a
IRl HHTTAT I T A U ITH A TRAT, A
3R EEiieh e &1 ygEdar <9 ¢ e T #

e ARdcd hl gaeT W1 forenfad el

TR T TEHERAG o T9E H G&phar sfoe™ |
TGS B Sl ¢ SHeRT W@ HROT BT & Sl ThEudi|
ST I IR © -

“ - i-fire T, e i T Stet 9

IRATT AeSIhodiisH o SR 3 55 3R R TR
A T8e] I 5 ©| SHoh IaTe A ok Y H @I ST Fehal
Tl IR ¥ SRl =S ST IT UEdH I &R TeEH &
Y YR AT & FE STHNHT S T | AT e dhoerk &
FRO GE RS qe Yepfd S THItT & St © SR
TeARaE i Il Tel &1 Uit &1 g H Teiad i aron
faf= geq foomumst, i ok wuml ot SuRufd |
HATd It &1 I8 Ushal Teh UNER o Siia ff 3@t St 5
URER # T S faReRT STerT Bt & S o719 Wi SRR
W TR Tt & Fel aah A gR1 SYe Sl ¥ g
fomml 1 wew foRan S § foheg 99 off TiRaies wfoee
HHE: a9 @A ¢, QA wEae & e wd gy ot
foramt & weeiam &1 9™ Wad ¥ A2 9 it % wen o
Bt ©| for Heeh # wea foami # agorar nit © 39H gg
B ¥ foreg Teeifiae 1 WH U o wal Bl e o1 A
F B A wegd & TR & T U © Sl 9w §
HeAfdcd shl WIEAT <l YT o1 &l ¢

Tt # fafaear St eiferes et & ==ty defa et
Sl STUET STUAT 9[g oMY WA 1 R W &l &, Ut
e # it Teapforat it ot & IR Wy & Uk e 3=
Bl & — st <l e

WA I AT S8l i ST eNfl 98l 39 9ol & 399
F UEe] SEETHaare & @ e AR W Yehe il g
SHHe =red Sifda o fAgia foar - gafow i STt &
fgia srefq Staw & foro wifed o el =9 fAga &
TR ST WfFNet & 38 319 St i 8 @it & & =
S ot | SITST BT ISTEN0T & o A Wit aT e S
TEHET TI e ol GRaT & foTe A1 @iet & ol § 3R
T T 35T Bl © eI T 07| 36 YehR HiHER qen

12 aiftie ufier <831 | 2020

IMehTERI G Teepicral <l SUrkefer & & 9% o1 3o gt
Hifeed o & & # of AR AT AT 1 SEHEhEr
¥ g 1 & 3H TR 3= @ Ut ¥ s
ST & fU MM ST B B o of df 981 W FHuE
TEpfa wl fefUd w3 g B ot € @ Ad SEen &
T AAGH IR dfed’ ol gef A S 9 fale
MeR' oft & A T GEBfT & WHSR FEdr IR "o o
39 YRR # e # AR 9 Sgeeiiars e el i o #
e o @ off Sifd W@ & 7R 39 o H HesIfad &1 o
TR BT ¢ 39 0T | & FHST o U WM st W
TN G2 B L ST WEHA HERA F gR f T T
el A=Ak TP 1 Wik ‘TSI WIS FEh(d ol Uelieh ‘AT
N 3AAReR ST 1 gt ‘Agr o WA A s iieTg
fezan 35U g2 wefdfa foran & o ey & =7 weft 1 Rfera @
% AT ¥ WE IR ol o1eTuT| 39 YehR fafe= Txpfcat i
uRkfa & Hesitedr a1 o1 S it

TgEEHTR & ¥ Sl Testfiae =i o7 o7 ¥ foheg 3T
F GHROT i BN €| SEuEpiaars 1 Ui § o 9’
TEHEAE I o I8 3TUET odlt ¢ o STCuTEAh! o e
T, TEFfd T U TS 3 hT o Sl & forad gurst
3T BIaT &, < eI ©, Wele 3IR U9 o1 JrdreRer Jure &l
S Bl 908 98 Wk W THA B o U A & 965
g I 21 © Ol sxenfies T 3% & faeg Ig &
M THT 3T & ST & 3R SAehdlg Ueh gellsl SRt o
S Tl 3 wH H U IR o uiig fage s 9 9
TN T ‘hoeR U Tofordl | =Ied ohi &1 9% A & f
SEHER(ATG <k T foh G W 9gd & Sl & U
T ek ded Treifedl § FHIST ohl RweTd i dhert id ©
fohg oTwafer IR W =Afkadt W wferar T TR ¢ 3 ¥
Y Al HI ST & &9 I Fal ol © 3R o
ST=aRer 3TReRAr ot FHeft-hsft S Hd ¥l I/ THR He-
AT o fore ifard o Sgawpfare & e v TR o
¥ 391 off ST T BN

TEHEHAE & 98 I & S TSl § HestRdd & Wi i
3 Al &l STel o SEHEhRfdaTs BN 98l W eI &
g &&d: & 3T S| J5Hfdeh, <ifieh |+ & § I8 @R
B &1 o, foaR, %R oTfG <At o/ & § agotar e Jaf
§5 BN e ST <l T T e B SR Te-31ac
/9 3feq Bl oTa: e ®9 H ¥ wew 3fa g
HeAad & foru sgaefae (A 9 of & & )
ST 2 & |
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hell H1deh femal (fa9w) o ad

forelt ot ohrel, aTaraRYn, RRfd ot TwET 319 Ul o H a9
M & 56 39 URAwT & SAfaued oMl &1 FIWE, HE,
ST, o, FifEcd Scafe T Wietd BT YRE &l STl &1 FHrst
I fosHdreT Hl SEH A i Beuene 39 whifd & 1T
e Y Tl T IR AE F Tk T G, T T, T =R 3R
T S o} fig Tpfed it & el SIS T o o fee |
o et ¥l SHHT AE YHT T SE SGEUE B
TEA & AR T R % T W G AR qoh Wid He
T YT Sl § itk Alfred Lord Tennyson = 319+t hferar
The Passing of Arthur § forar & -

“One good custom should currupt the world.”

I ol ATl GdST, 39k Siad Si & T4 YehR, TS
ot e Iq T G § gre % foTT SRR Bt & it
Uk T ol YH il Wg <kl TSl 9 IR & oTgda
T T il o 3¢9 W AT & 1= Rfd # TR
S feeTereRr B W off &6 STl AT W Y o € 9iR
SR S ST STUAT S| “qaiie SR oTdia sl e,
wst, i, frge IR Feskl ¥ SRl e 19
Sited, T | &1 i & @ eyt ¢ 7 B9 a9 9%
Y 2l B Fehd ST deh BAR fI=R 80 T Jae 7 8l ST
3IR BW ¥ Tehi ol TR 7 3 o | 39 SGerd ot & # &
3T ol SR 16 T@ 3R Ao i Yo hoa of I aft
MU adu H geld 1 A=<ied quf B SR M9 70t
SIREAAT il EEIR STUEY &Y 10T | Ush SISl Hieh Sf.T4.
o, o 3TTUR - “SMYfehar I 210t TR&T & forw o7edia &
HrY TG A1ee)”

A 59 et W & 3fe™ W A & df Sifec sfaer w9
I T 0 &R 37Afd FdEd R Gl | Wi
YR 7, Wied oiad o gl %l Tk 78 gl ol ©
T T % H WY o 9 Aol © g wHeae Sta st
famg dier, &, <Rwer iR T <61 e 31 =8t 7
Sl ST 3%k Sfta o1 JoT 781 & RO 99 a1 © o 98
THS S SfEdt ¥ Yo ST 916l § U e &k g
319 S & 1 §1 98 W A B H fova W
¥ I & e 1 GR FHSIA & Jef AHa e § ST &
& e & TR W I S A6 8, TWH G B G
TedT ©,°F bl ARE T U e 70 fa=ri o6 e
e e |7

HieEt 6 9§ e a1 gend sietRdr &, hifd w1 9E
TR T ¥ STUH Al St ST FEr g eyt
Tl & T a8 wmfoie Siae <t o1l ! @ &1 wehfa
Fet AT 1 T LR HIA & 0 SHAT G&H ek T@RE
Ui Yol BT | THIS St HEIA R T Ta- =otdt &
T UM, T A& w1 enfawid g ¥ SRR v @6
31T, TS 1 fafeTergdare ot st T2 Tedr &1 HeiR
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A BRIEF MOMENT

Yashorma Sandal
BA (Hons) English, 3rd Year

I quickly walked across the street as it had started raining
and the sky had turned dark. I saw from the corner of my
eye as the gaze of the chai-wala and his few customers
followed my pace, with their eyebrows sternly folded in
grimness. Did my blue shorts not fit in the narrow stretch
of their perspective? Or was my red lipstick too bright for
their ghoonghat-accustomed eyes?

I opened the rusty black iron gate of my Dada's house and
it welcomed me with a screech. I took off my boots and
entered the house. Around the big brown mahogany table
was the study room where my Dada usually sat on a big
armchair, and read books and clippings of old newspaper
articles. As usual, he was wearing a pathani suit and was
smoking a cigar.

"Namaskar, Dada. How are you?", I said as I embraced
him. He just nodded and continued reading his book. His
dusty old radio was on the table along with his glasses and
a cup of tea. It had long stopped working but dada had
never allowed anyone to throw his dear radio away. I
walked across the study room, admiring the beautiful
brown wooden floors and big maroon windows framed
with red curtains. The house always overwhelmed me with
its grandeur, no matter how many times I went there. The
kitchen garden did not retain its past glory since Dadi
passed away, but it still smelled of fresh limes and chilies.

I sat by the window above which a picture of my Dadi,
adorned with a marigold garland, hung. I smiled at her
picture; I could almost see her smiling back at me. I
looked out at the sky. The rain had stopped, and the sky
was blue again. "Does the sky live in its own shadow?" I
wondered. It was just a big space of nothing, tightly pull-
ing the colour blue to himself, even for some time, if not
forever. I gazed at the blue sky in awe as it shone above
me, sprinkled with some white clouds and the yellow bright
sun at another corner.

I heard the chair move and turned around. I saw my Dada
closing his book with a thud and getting up to leave the
room. Just as he was about to call out my name, he saw
me and the wrinkles on his forehead melted to form the
folds of his smile. I too got up from my seat by the win-
dow, glanced again at the sky and ran across the room to
him.

"Chai?" I asked. "Of course!" he replied.

METAMORPHOSIS

Anannya Chakra
BA (Hons) English, 2nd Year

Watching the wafting clouds streak

Across a picture perfect sky

I go back to the time

I could fit on window panes,

Latching onto the iron rails

As I watched the pouring rain

And thought it was a giant fuzzy elephant
That was spraying down from the heavens.
My eyes land on the perfectly painted
Silhouette of a ballerina dancing across the canvas
Blissfully unaware of the world that was her stage
And I go back to paint-stained little fingers
And my grandpa shaking his head

At the half empty tubes of paint

Wasted on that terracotta pot

That rainy afternoon I thought I'd
Daubed-smeared-stained a masterpiece.

I go back to the lanes that once were
Highways in my head

The Peace Pagoda and how

unbelievably humongous it'd seemed
Twelve summers ago

And how we'd never made it to the last stair
Settling for sugarcane bites midway.

Revisiting the old,

I'm awestruck at how larger than life it all was
And how wee it really is

Like @ much adored dress outgrown too soon.
I go back to the time

Tiny little parts were the giants I saw

And now the entire world seems to

have shrunk around me

Squeezing the breath out from my lungs.

I look back at the little girl with twinkling eyes

Who couldn't wait to grow up

When she was pinned into place on adult feet by her el-
bows

On the foaming shore

And a strange sense of sadness grips me

As I take in her tired face now

Wondering how far up the horizon she can actually go
Fervently wishing the world would stop spinning around
her

That Time would lose his gilded wings

And just slow down to a stop.

Suspended in chrysalis,

Warm tears blaze down her cheeks

And I hear my cold-blooded wisdom say

The caterpillar days are long gone

It needs to strangle and suffocate for wings to sprout

For the cocoon's a cage you have to break out from

To be borne by winds and touch the velvet sky.
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THE LONE SURVIVOR

Anannya Chakra

BA (Hons) English, 2nd Year

In memory of Sudan, the last male northern white rhinoc-
eros

If animals had a voice that like ours could be raised in
protest, maybe they wouldn't be so blatantly ignored or
mercilessly killed.

Once upon a time, I was a little boy making my way
across the savanna with the sun beating down my back,
for a playful plunge in the sudd. We were 700 strong when
you took us gentle giants captive. The decision about how
we should live was made between you and your brethren.
Why? Because you're the most intelligent of species and
you have this birthright to dictate the rest of our fates. We
became a part of your African menagerie and you earned
world recognition, never realizing or acknowledging that
we too are sentient beings, not inanimate objects for dis-
play.

A young bull, I felt so important when you came over to
see us, singling me out with your little finger. "Mommy
look! That's the one-horned rhino!", your young ones said,
proud of their ability to recognise animals relying on their
memory of the brochure. I'd softly grunt in reply, try and
strut around but my weight borne on my little legs would
impede my intended movements. In time, I had kids of my
own and I watched them die before my eyes. Feet shuffled
to and from our enclosure at an unremarkable pace every
day till I couldn't distinguish and stopped caring altogether.
On the savanna, our numbers were dwindling alarmingly.
Here we were imprisoned and gradually marching to cer-
tain death; there they were in the wild -easily, mercilessly
poached in crashes- and for the first time since my cap-
ture, I thought to myself, "At least I'm alive now and that's
something to be thankful for! There'll be more calves. We'll
wax and multiply again."

Only we couldn't. The captivity took its toll on us and we
lost our sons. It was then that you released us back into
the wild.

"Everything's going to be just the way it should be", I
thought but it wasn't anything like I'd supposed. I wasn't
the carefree bull I once was. I couldn't be. Our horns, of-
ten perceived as ugly, were constantly threatening our
very existence. Constant surveillance of that limited territo
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ry and freedom in the quasi-wilderness was keeping us
alive but not increasing our numbers even when we were
taken care of and you poked and prodded to discover why.

I'm an animal, lacking the sort of intelligence that you
proudly possess so I fail to grasp why you would inces-
santly worry about our plummeting species, taking it upon
yourself to govern our lives instead of exhaustively re-
searching whether our horns were as magical as a panacea
as some you thought and finding an alternative that didn't
involve taking one life to save another. What is one horn
for you was an entire life for us. You took the horn and left
behind a leathery pachyderm in the penultimate parox-
ysms of death.

It was that fear that led to my dehorning.
"It'll keep him alive", I heard them say.
"What is the point?", I thought.

Silent wisdom that comes with age had taught me there
really isn't much difference between dying and getting
poached, especially at this stage when I know I'm the last
one standing, with a fall I can see clearly now.

I battled against the constant throes of agony brought
about by age. Vulnerability- I'd always known but learning
to live with debility was something new and I'm thankful
for the coup de grace, I wasn't doing much other than
breathing through pain anyway. As life left me, I looked
one last time through my dimmed beady eyes at James,
my weeping caretaker who was trying to soothe his
"buddy" in the walk to the other side, attempting to thank
him for his love and belly rubs, hoping he'd understand
that I loved him back.

As the lone survivor of my subspecies, my death spelt the
death of the dream of the revival of our species. But what
would you do if you were the last human on Earth, living
with the knowledge that after you no one would look the
same or have the same intelligence that you're evidently
so proud of? I want you to know, it isn't romantic or self-
validating through the myth of the survival of the fittest to
be the last of one’s kind to tread the face of the Earth. It's
lonely, heartbreaking and depressing to live with a sense
of deficiency and defeat in the inability to propagate your
race and keep your kin alive.



You've ravaged Nature long enough, in your anthropocen-
tric entitlement and stupidly arrogant dismissal of conse-
quences but now you'll feel her fury when she exacts her
revenge, dismantling and destroying your world in fire and
water. For far too long, you have arrogated to yourself
intelligence, claiming universality for that which only you
possess, negating all else as you go from one atrocity to
the next, ensconced in your staunch belief in a happily
ever after, befitting only you as the foremost of species.
You've always written everyone's history and destiny but
one day, you too will be the lone survivor till the day you'l
disappear like the dragons, dinosaurs and unicorns-like
breath in the wind, nowhere to be found, much like your

METACARPAL

Shreyasi Banerjee

BA (Hons) English, 2nd Year

When I came here, my fingers were long and sculpted.
My mother called them pianist’s fingers, drummer’s hands
Pretty long nails, slender digits

A thumb shaped like a jasmine branch

Nails pink and unpainted.

Then they turned short and stocky. Lazy fingers.

A testimony to the sugar, the chocolate,

The indulgence, the sheer pleasure of it all

My mother stroked my fingers and said they were warm.
Now they’re not.

He held my hands in his, his warm July hands

And he said, “how come-

All skinny people have such cold fingers?

You must be freezing.” My nails were black

The right hand was bitten to the cuticle.

He kissed me on the pavement with one more puff from
the dying cigarette still clutched in my hand

And he said, “my hands are warm.”

My fingers are knobs now; levers which hold me up
Claws which clutch at my throat but never make it stop
I'm cold, and I realise, I never loved him.

My cold digits and my cold toes and my cold nose

My frigidity

Will never allow love to blossom.

own ftail, surviving only as a symbol in collective memory
like the stick figures of your predecessors on the walls of
caves. All that will be left of you is tales- of your some-
times glorious, often shameful yet self-aggrandizing past.
They would be heard but not listened to until finally they're
not told anymore, and your memory eventually fades into
nothingness.

Remember, it's a short walk from exotic to extinct and an
even shorter one to non-existent. Look at me and you'll
know. It was our horns that enticed you to kill us but just
wonder as to what will wipe you out?

SEPIA STILLS

Shreyasi Banerjee
BA (Hons) English, 2nd Year

When I sit in this room, listening to music

From back when I had two tally marks on my wrist
And ran back and forth from 115 Park Street every day,
I think.

She told me it doesn’t do good to think,

I'll send myself into a spiral

And maybe I will. But here I am

Twenty kilos lighter and seven years older.

The room still exists, and maybe, just probably

I left a part of me back there too.

The DNA from my hair- short

And choppy in the beginning,

Falling out in the middle from numbers

And vomit and thermoses- it was long.

And now, blue and black strands,

Little pieces of me, material and touchable

On the divan and the marble floor and the dust that I
couldn’t touch.

The DNA from my blood- the tourniquet

Trying to staunch death

The blood that signified I was alive

The blood that signified I was woman

The blood of pain and emancipation and love and heart-
break.

The stain on my finger from touching the pot of ink

The blot on my thigh from my grandfather’s fountain pen
The aux cord that doesn’t work-

The room has ghosts of my screams

And ghosts of my laughter

And the tea I didn't touch that morning

On the table where I wrote and erased Kurt Cobain’s sui-
cide note

Remains untouched.
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THE LAND WHERE THE CRIMSON FLOWS

Premtosh Kar

BA (Hons) English, 2nd Year

The barren land is chosen,

War-conch resounds, as hard

As the clamouring of swords.

Warriors preparing themselves

With rested bows and quiver filled arrows,
Readying thy march through the gates of hell.

While the sad hope of heaven remains,

Our warriors grimace, memories rush in,

Of the smile of his only child,

Of the touch of his wife, of the firmness of her husband,
Of the cradled love of his mother, of the father’s hardened
pat..

All left back, at the place he called home

For his other life beckons,

The one he has lifelong trained,

Marched forward, they have

A comrade’s call away

Battalions and strategies centered,

Mounted their stallions to meet the other side.

At the awaited lands,

Where the Valkyries have pegged their tents
Soaring above the high skies, the crows

Bear witness of the war’s screams,

Soaking the earth in a painful crimson.
Unwashed, unhinged with the thunder and rain
What seems like an eternity of,

Swords clashing and slashing,
Arrows flying and piercing,
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Metal against metal, steel against steel,
The battle keeps on razing, leaving blood, sweat and meat

The war continues for days and night,

whilst some fight for victory, some for peace,
Some for reason, some for the lust,

Without a speck of thought, but one, survive
To survive, survive for thy kingdom,

To survive for the heaven back home.

As it ends only a few of the many are left,
Cut and bruised they stand,

Witnessing the end of war,

They return to the ranks of the mighty

Smiles on the outside, haunted by the horrors within,
Scars on the outside, loss of their souls within

The hypocrisy is almost laughable,

We preach about peace, yet breed chaos,

We stand for unity and but take differentiating stands
We pronounce love and life, and yet court war,

Call our maimed children, to build our future,

While fighting for laurels, for some bards’ lore

All that remains, is a

Barren land pierced with swords and arrows,

Unheard cries of the living-dead and

Unanswered prayers of the martyrs, alike

Etched in the history for some future fantasy, herein lies,
The land where the crimson flows.




A FAILED ATTEMPT AT KNOWING LIFE

Yashkant Pandey

BA (Hons) English, 1st Year

I would never have thought the grimy streets of Delhi,
with rainwater puddled in every other corner on my way
out of Malkaganj could tell such amusing stories. I never
would have thought about the splattering pools of water,
the hollow echoes of banana vendors across the street, the
slowly disappearing barks of the street dogs or even the
tring-tring of bicycles making their way through the crowd-
ed street would ever make their way to my ears, plugged
to a Sia melody, on my way to the college.

What invokes such sensitivity in me? Nothing. The thing is,
I had been feeling lonely lately. My roommate, who could
add a little flavour to my life, had gone on an excursion.
Not that the details matter at this point in time. And I had
been alone, at my room, in the college and on my way
back to my room. I wouldn't have noticed if it was not
Ganesha Pooja, which gave me a reason to stroll across
the street, hands in my pockets, occasionally making their
way to adjust the hems of my T-shirt as I walked an in-
jured walk on the pitty roads.

So that day, like all the other days I walked out of my
room. The weather was good. And by good, I mean, it was
not sunny. It had started to get dark, and my ga/i had
started to stink (like all the other days), with the water
from air-conditioners from neighbouring PG rooms dripping
in a &ip-tip. And the air Was filled with the oily smell of
pakoras from the nearby dhaba and the characteristic
smell of cardboard from its workshop in vicinity. And then,
unlike all the other days, I smelled flowers and incense and
candlesticks. I am just being dramatic here. The loud-
speakers had already announced that Ganpati was here,
for real. I did what had to be done. Prayed. Looked directly
in the eyes of the lord, as Sukhwinder Singh's voice from
Agneepath tore through and threatened my eardrums, I
prayed for mercy and help. And then just like the carefree
kid that I am, hands back in my pockets again and head in
an awkward tilt, I decided on walking through the mean-
dering galis that I had not explored yet. It was dark but of
course not quiet. I could hear the joyous noise of the kids
from the nearby colony as they romped playfully in the
park right in front of me. The streetlamp flickered and so
did my ginormous shadow that appeared on the cemented
street. After only a few days spent in college, I couldn't
bear to look at their happiness (I'm mean that way, forgive
me) so I decided to turn my back at them and resting my

tired butt on a bench. Oh, how relaxing it was. Sia was still
stuck on “you'll pull through it, you're safe,” but something
about those lines hit me hard. Before I could pursue a zil

lion thoughts that were flooding my dormant-for-a-week
brain, I found an old couple who entered the park and sat
on the bench right in front of me. To keep matters con-
sistent, let me tell you, the kids were still playing behind
my back and I was pretending to not notice their fun. In-
terestingly, I possess an excellent pair of ears.

The old lady gave me a smile, and I returned one to her.
The kind which flatters people. The old man didn’t bother
to look at me all in my humble glory. Something to do with
pointless insecurity from a kid clad in a black T-shirt and
blue shorts, who smiles whenever he's clueless. Well, jokes
apart, you can place the level of my occupation when I tell
you that I observed the couple and their movements for
another two hours. They were lovely people, trying to
make good use of the remainder of their lives. The only
grievance I have from them is the rather intimidating gaze
they fixed at me right from the moment they sat on the
bench. They smiled at the things I couldn't place. I read-
justed my collar twice, my earplugs thrice, my hair once
and my glasses twice. It took me quite some time to real-
ize that they had not been looking at me but at the site
behind me-- the site I chose to ignore. I looked back and I
saw the kids still playing. But this time I didn't choose to
withdraw. Something hit me hard, as I was taken back
down the redolent memory lane to when I didn't care
about the next moment, forget the next day. I was care-
free but not careless. Life was not heavy on me, but I still
had responsibilities to bear. I was heartbroken sometimes
but never scarred. It was the life that I wanted to live now.
Maybe that's what the old couple found amusing about the
little kids. Their lives. The lives they must have overlooked
catering to the many roles they'd have to get in the skin.
What about me, you ask? What about me? That is when; I
became sensitive to the manifold chorus of life that rever-
berates around me. The small details that I overlook, with
the ear-pins punched inside and the songs turned to the
full volume. There's life in the flickering of the streetlamp,
blaring of a motor horn, mooing of a cow or even tring-
tring of a bicycle. There's life in the ringing laughter of
small, joyful kids and life in the dripping of water from tree
leaves after rain. There's life everywhere which we fail to
notice. Which I failed to notice as I embraced the mun-
dane lifestyle as it came to me. Now I don't just walk to
college. I watch a full-length movie on my way, as my
steps cover every small bit of the life that surrounds me. I
see ideas and dreams and facades of emotions shrouding
the entire city in a thick, cold mist. I hope this mist doesn't
blind me too soon.
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MEMORIES

Kanishka Agarwal
BA (Hons) English 1st Year

Hello, everyone. So, this one goes back to the days when
we had the time to stop, feel the rain on our cheeks, smell
the proverbial roses. This isn't a story about me alone; it's
a story about me and her- my bestie and my rock, my sis-
ter. From the very beginning, I was the disciplined, rule-
abiding, quiet one. She, on the other hand, was the excita-
ble, wild one, the weirdo. She was my Sonu and I was her
Titu (and no, that wasn't a likeness we gave ourselves).
With tiffins being our only incentive, we were pretty regu-
lar to school. From dancing in the washroom to passing
chits in exams, it felt like we were taking life by a storm;
making it bow down to our will. But as someone once said,
change is the only constant in life.

It happened when we were in 10th grade. I guess life
changes just like the phases of the moon, and this waning
moon gave way to a pitch-black sky. My sister was diag-
nosed with Stage 2 Cancer. I only found out about it
weeks later. After days of listening to, "No, no, she’s just
having a little bout of normal cough and cold. That's why
she isn't attending school", I finally put my foot down and
decided to visit her. I still remember the image as clear as
day. She had a mask covering her mouth. I was forbidden
from even sitting beside her on the bed for fear of getting
infected. So I sat on the ground. And we talked for what
seemed like hours. I could sense the familiar cheerfulness
so characteristic of her, despite the weakness evident in
her eyes. When I took her leave, however, I felt this un-
easiness that I couldn't quite put a finger on. It was when
I reached home that Ma broke the news to me. It's funny
how now that I think about it in retrospect, I can better
process the emotions. But at that moment, all I felt was
mind-numbing helplessness. By pure coincidence, I was
reading this novel by Patrick Ness called A Monster Calls
where the protagonist’s mother was diagnosed with termi-
nal cancer. Never have I felt so at one with a character.
The doctors said that it was very fortunate that it had been
discovered before it had the potential to become fatal.
However, that didn't lessen her pain or the number of
chemo sessions she had to endure.

Fast forward to a week before her birthday. I wanted it to
be special, so I decided to make a photo album with all the
memories that we had made together. I didn't even realise
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that I had started crying. My mother sat beside me and
asked me, "Are you frightened?"

"Of course I am,” I answered. “I don't want to lose her. I
just don't. I can't even imagine my life without her. Why
did it have to happen to her? Why not me?"

I was plagued by the guilt of letting her suffer alone. All I
could think of was somehow switching places with her,
making her life a little easier. Little did I know that my
fervent wishes to ease her pain were being heard. Soon
enough, she restarted school- not regularly but at least for
half-days. It was a hopeful beginning. One day, she came
to my class and called me. Once outside, I realised that
she needed help with her wig. After adjusting it the way
she wanted, she winked at me and said, "Looking sexy,
right? I know, I know. I've always been the hotter one."
We burst out laughing. I skipped class that day to just sit
at the staircase when I felt a speck of water on my skin. It
had started raining. I found myself sitting in the rain, not
to enjoy it but to hide my tears instead.

I realised that even if somehow, I could have changed
places with my sister, I would never have dealt with the
situation as gracefully. I would never have been as opti-
mistic about it; I would have crumbled under its burden.
She is living proof that everything that happens, happens
for a reason. The problems you face are given to you be-
cause you are the most suitable to handle it. She taught
me that instead of cursing life and being bitter about your
predicament, you should feel proud that you were chosen
to be the strongest one. Once I mulled over these
thoughts in my head, I didn't feel helpless anymore. I rec-
ognised that it was my responsibility to protect her smile,
to be her strength. And I knew I was the person for the
job. With this conclusion drawn, I noticed that the rain had
stopped and that all this while, it hadn’t been raining out-
side but on the inside.




DEAR KASHMIR

Ifrah Fatima
BA (Hons) English, 1st Year

I am sorry for not seeing you for a long time. I hope you
are somewhat better than how I left you last time. Life
here is going just fine; the drudge that it is. What is not
fine, is that I yearn to be back with you.

I miss the Jhelum that flows across your beautiful yet sad
face like a teardrop. The aroma of your fresh, spring-
soaked valleys often wafts past me, reminding me of the
childhood I have spent in your lap. You know, whenever a
nightingale sings in front of the window bars of my room,
my arm throbs with the absence of my Shahkuk. Every
downpour here mirrors my visage every time I long to be
back in the jewel called Dal, on a Shikara, smiling a smile
that is now a stranger to me. Each autumn breaks a string
in the lyre of my heart when I open my old book and pluck
that dried Chinar leaf (the one you had dropped in my lap
on a dusky August evening) from between the forgotten
yellow pages. Those little Pheran-clad girls, shouting in
Koshur after the sheep flock, often haunt my dreams. The
snowless winters here remind me of Abdul Chacha's
steaming Kahwah and the snowball fights we used to
have.

But tell me about you- I recently heard that you've been
having a rough time. Why, dear, are you being made a
forbidden hell after having been called 'Heaven on Earth'? I
am restless but my parents don't let me come to you; nor
can they tell me anything due to the internet shutdown.
Oh Kashmir, my love! The Jhelum is bleeding. Your
petrichor is now polluted with acrid smoke. The Shahkuk
has been silenced by thousands of bullets and screams.
Instead of Shikaras, bodies float on the Dal. Someone has
set the Chinars ablaze. I heard about Abdul Chacha's de-
mise (and may he finally rest in peace). Promise me, Kash-
mir, that you'll keep my parents safe. I promise to come
back to you to make you proud.

I send my love to you with the north-bound breeze. I will
wait for the cherries to blossom. I will come and sit in the
lap of your apple orchards. We'll walk hand-in-hand and
talk till sunset. Just close your eyes and we'll be together
again- in the serene valleys, listening to the Shahkuk sing
along to our songs.

AFTERTASTE

Soumya Vats
BA (Hons) English, 3rd Year

Visits to Nani’s place tasted of ripe mangoes with a tinge of
chaat masala and kheer that Nani would serve with a
sprinkle of red magic flakes. Each unsuccessful attempt by
mom in recreating the recipe taught me that the whole is
more than the sum of its parts. Visits to Nani’s place had a
tinge of buttery ease to them. I'd relish each course hun-
grily but dessert would be over before I had a chance to
look at the menu. As the sweetness of Alphonso dimmed
over the years, so did my visits to Nani’s place. There
comes a time when a tiffin box ceases to be a treasure
chest of unknown flavours and morphs into a tin container
for leftovers. When that happens, I lament over how des/
ghee tastes stagnant on reheated chapatis and cumin
seeds refuse to hug baby potatoes like they used to. May-
be it was the way saffron strands from K#hari Baoli would
roll in my mouth that makes me look for the k#heer in the
sweet memories I have devoured without tasting.

I have learned not to underestimate canteen's Chowmein.
Its questionable ingredients and average preparation, a
solace that envelopes the afternoon sun with each bite.
The drizzle of the mysterious green sauce, a sedative that
drowns out the Hans humdrum. And I hope this meal lasts
long enough for me to miss it later. Perhaps, the vinegar
will linger on in future lunch breaks not sandwiched be-
tween lectures, a persistent ghost from past’s wok. The
crunch of cabbage will recall traces of the voices that be-
long only to those flimsy plastic tables. Hans canteen
tastes like sickeningly sweet Specia/ Chai that warmed me
that December afternoon. Hans canteen is also more than
the sum of its parts.

Sometimes, I wonder if it's the ingredients that I will miss.
Other times, I trick myself into focusing on the aftertaste.
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INTRODUCTION TO CRYPTOGRAPHY

Shubham Kumar

BSc (Hons) Maths, 3rd Year

Cryptography is the technique of securing information and
communications through the use of codes so that only
those people for whom the information is intended can
understand and process it. Sounds too dull and cumber-
some, doesn't it? Well, in layman terms, it simply means
the art of restricting the access of our data from the at-
tackers. The term 'data’ here refers to information which
can vary from being as small as the click of a mouse to as
important as the data residing with the FBI. Technically
speaking, the process of scrambling this data so that it is
illegible to the attacker is called encryption, and the pro-
cess of recovering the original message from this scram-
bled text is termed as decryption. These two processes
form the backbone of what is known as the 'encryption
system'.

The next question is which of these two steps needs to be
more complicated in order to achieve a better level of en-
cryption? Some might suggest the former, whilst the oth-
ers might opt for the latter. Interestingly enough, however,
it is indeed a vague question and generally, the level of
complexity of the encryption scheme is roughly of the
same order as the decryption scheme, and one can't up-
grade one without improving the other. In simpler terms, it
means that as the lock of a door gets upgraded (for exam-
ple, from a simple padlock to a sophisticated fingerprint
scanner), the corresponding key will also get upgraded
(from a simple padlock’s key to a complex fingerprint sen-
sor).

Historically, cryptography and encryption have been
wrongly used in an interchangeable manner, this can even
be found today. Psychologically, the people are not to
blame here, because the term cryptography did not gain
its actual meaning until recently with the onset of comput-
ers, digital currency, improved banking facilities, password
management, etc. The next curious observation would be
as to how the improvement in the aforementioned fields
has led to an increased emphasis being given to the field
of cryptography. To answer this, we need to understand
the four features which cryptography provides us with.
These include the fact that information cannot be compre-
hended by anyone it wasn't intended for (confidentiality).
Secondly, the inability of information to be altered in stor-
age or transit between the sender and the intended receiv-
er, without the alteration being detected (integrity). Third
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ly, the creator/sender of information cannot deny his or
her intention to send information at later stages (non-
repudiation). Lastly, the identities of the sender, the re-
ceiver and the destination/origin of the information are
confirmed (authentication). The four of these constitute
the basic necessities when dealing with a computer net-
work and hence, call for an improved and secure crypto-
graphic system.

Today, cryptography finds its uses in an array of fields,
and one can witness its applications around the clock.
From receiving a “Good Morning” message on WhatsApp to
sending emails via Gmail, from making online purchases
via debit/credit cards to watching Sacred Games on Netflix,
everything is protected against the infiltration of non-
authorised parties.

The recent advancement in the arena of shopping has
been the introduction of online platforms, thereby bringing
in ease and comfort. However, these platforms rely heavily
on cryptographic standards for their functioning, as integri-
ty, non-repudiation and authentication are indispensable
while placing an order. So, what for us, is merely an ‘Add
to my cart’, must have been for the cryptographers a long
and tiring challenge to assure that the aforementioned
objectives are achieved. Surfing movies and TV shows on
Netflix and dish connections also involve cryptography. The
subscription which is bought for these platforms authorises
the customers to use them. The scrambled data received
from satellites is unscrambled with the help of a unique
number associated with the subscription that you buy. In
the event of an unauthorised person trying to access the
signals and lack of this unique number, the decryption will
not occur in the manner that it is supposed to and hence
binge-watching would remain a distant dream for such
souls.

Cryptography also comes into play while withdrawing mon-
ey from an ATM or sending emails that might contain sen-
sitive information which the user might not want everyone
to see. With the advancement of machine learning and
artificial intelligence, consumer data has started gaining
importance and advertisement companies are willing to
pay large sums of money for the same. It is here that
cryptographers have a crucial role to play, the failure of
which can lead to crimes such as data theft and data sell-
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ing. The most prominent example in this aspect is the movie ‘The Imitation Game’ starring Benedict Cumber-

'Facebook-Cambridge Analytica’ scandal and the breach batch, was termed as ‘Christopher’. Christopher was suc-
wherein the entire data of an individual registered with the cessfully deployed to crack Enigma, the secured device
'UIDAI's Aadhar Card' was being sold for less than a buck! used by the Nazis to communicate their plans of action in

the war. Turing, along with his team and the use of statis-
Cryptography even helped during World War II, wherein tics, was not only able to turn the tables in favour of the
the Germans hailed atrocities upon the world. An English Allies but was also successful in reducing the duration of
mathematician and computer scientist, Alan Turing devised the war by up to 2 years, thereby avoiding the loss of mil-
a machine which, as per the Morten Tyldum directed the lions in terms of money and billions in terms of lives!

UNTITLED SUMMER AND SONDER

Vidushi Arya Udayveer Singh
B.Com (Hons) Commerce, 2nd Year ———  ga (Programme), 3rd Year

I lay here in the moonlight
Wondering if I need to become

A prism to reflect the same

And force the clouds of melancholy

Same old terraces,
Similar old ties;
Vagabonds for visitors,

Away from the deep recesses of my soul. Years have drifted by.

I now know that death is as inevitable

As flowers withering; it offers no escape. New kids on the block,
Every inch of me has died, A few too many roads;
Slowly and steadily, with every touch. Love still within our hearts,
Acceptance offers no respite. But we're living in episodes.

The warmth of the bed transitions

Into the ice that falls in the winter months.
Every rope tying the cot together

Becomes the nightmares I relive

Every time my eyelashes meet my cheeks.

Want nobody to see me,
Hoping too loud out here alone,
Unsettled floating butterflies,

But I still hide. Accompanying doubt within my core.

Hide these tears inside the pocket

Of melancholy that's been stitched Of all the stories I've had,

To keep myself together in the hope Bright towns have never been in mine.
That the memories will someday go away.

The bedspread I lay upon Perhaps the winds here whisper more,
Has been embroidered Or the dull dusk is a stranger too kind;
Using threads of self-hatred which Perhaps peace has been here before,
Gradually became my sole comfort. Or is it just melancholy’s thousandth time?

Sadness, it seems, must be wrapped
In beauty sometimes.

No one pities me; they prefer hurling
Abuses, ensuring that I keep enduring
These demons till the end of time.

So much so that the chains that

Once trapped me, now

Seem to be a gruesome burden, and
I've been peeling off each expectation,
Each idea of normalcy and propriety
With every layer of fabric that once
Adorned this body.

Maybe now I can finally be free.
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“THE SELF’ SERIES (A PHOTO-STORY)

Aakriti Thatal
B.Sc.(H) Anthropology, 2nd year

Reyhan Tamang
B.Sc.(H) Maths, 3rd year

Note:

Everything of everything is in everything.

The same underlying facets that make a blizzard.

You and I are different conglomerates of the same atoms.
Bound by the same forces in the most elementary level
and still distinct in shape and function, existence.

Still, the same.

However, this moment, I choose to dare and perturb the
balance of ambiguity in my system of being, and ponder
over this complexity that I am and attempt to heedlessly
make my way through the words that I hope will follow.

Systems being created out of mere dust that call in to hold
a place in the Multiverse, as scintillating bright bodies of
importance, affecting every single entity, existent, in the
Whole system, maketh a person?

From being a singular body of mass and energy to well
fragmented, distributed sheets of fervour and zeal, our
bodies’ organization holds significance so much so, one’s
dysfunction, affects the others, adversely.

Don't we all start as small dots which differ in size and
abilities, differentiate and shed differently, appear as dif-
ferent miniatures under the microscope, and have distinct
abilities with different pathways and different fates? As
these different dots, now, come to combine together,
forming a larger dot in the Universe, its fate as something
larger is confirmed. Months of adjustment, and seeking
nourishment inside the system of another being, the latter
making sure that the entity inside it does not collapse, we
are born.

Enter, the world.
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Amongst and in the midst of all the slightly ordered sets
and blows of energies, and nothing more, we have the
ability to know and to feel, fortunately enough.

Time has cruised me by, so I have watched, my entire life.
Considerations about what I feel and what I should, con-
sistently trouble me. Be that as it may, one can't think and
feel simultaneously. Along these lines, would it say it isn't
valid that all idea is nevertheless a bit of hindsight or one
that is created?

"These hanging limbs Gravity affects

Are only to travel back to the

Stretches and squishes

I reckon, where

There is an attempt to keep the decadent alive,

7o feel, to think.”
- o S 2 =
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Attracted to the illusion of a thought, with lucidity so loud
it makes reality hide in shame, one feels the need to con-
jecture and conjure up a tale, not to tell anyone but to
themselves, to make the singular entity feel worthy of a
feeling so profound. When energies work for you and all
the forces in Nature conciliate to waver all the positivity to
your single system, when your placement in this cosmos
feels like a priority, the illusion envelopes a core with awe
and yearning.

However, I think my life is a beneficial interaction of me
being a cheat and a disgusting lie with a veracity that I am
a contemporary gadget.

Hence, all control patterns collapse, and in it, is a constant
exertion of thought and expression.

Is there a fruitful end?
All is disconcerting.

SEMESTER WITH A SIDE (A PHOTO STORY)

Soumya Vats
B.A. English (Hons), 3rd Year

Farhan Mozammil
B.Sc. Anthropology, 2nd Year

We go through jars without realising their capacity to con-
tain more than liquids, millennial cakes, knick-knacks and
loose change. Stationery is capable of speaking in more
ways than it is perhaps intended to. Snacks converse with
more than grumbling stomachs. Objects have inbuilt meta-
phors bursting with stories of their shelf lives. This is an
attempt to incorporate their function with the trajectories
of those they help function.

Physical Setting: Semi-clean table in Hansraj College’s Can-
teen.

Chronological Setting: A Saturday afternoon but imagina-
tively spanning over six semesters.
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The Classmate notebook is decidedly-half empty, violated
with aimless doodles absentmindedly used to wave away
specks of time. Its dogeared edges give it a look of weari-
ness similar to its owner’s expectations. The first day it's
surrounded by felt pens from all hues of the spectrum, a

situation as daunting as it is tempting. Uncertain of the
parts the highlighters might choose to glide on. Wary of
the labelling tendencies of sticky notes. Like the overly
adhesive page flags, certain thoughts cannot help but
wander into trembling fingers that leaf through a dear
book. Maybe the next half of the notebook will finally wit-
ness colour.

The mystique of a polaroid lives in its definitive, overex-
posed quality. Do-overs are not indulged in, the skin is
overexposed, hair stamped darker than eyes remember
them and eager smiles caught in unforgiving physical evi-
dence of their existence. Similar to the memory it attempts
to capture, it is saturated. Nostalgia dwindles to grasp on
to selective flashes, recreates entire days in terms of those
fleeting moments, a polaroid pinch shrouding whole serv-
ings of digital albums. Later, these flashes live on dis-
played on refrigerators and vision boards, like accolades
for summing up entire trips in 46x 62 images.
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The yellow tube of Maybelline kajal has previously lived
inconspicuously with gel pens and Camel pencils in school
pouches. Dress codes scared it into hiding as the yellow
drowned in a sea of blue and black. Kohl is not meant for
eyes that steal away from gazes. Its bold ink flirts with the
tinkle of silver jhumkas. It publishes nonchalant tales, the
kind that are in-your-face in every sense of the phrase.
The charcoal often leaves residue of its courage, like any
good tale aspires to.

HEARS
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Where snacks are concerned, Little Hearts doesn't believe
in subtle packaging. Dunked in milky tea, the pieces some-
times break off, too fragile to soak the overpowering liquid
surrounding it. The mushed remnants of sugary promises
become visible at the bottom of the paper cup. Ideally,
one packet serves two, but it is a tough task to find
enough heart for that sweet sacrifice.

As it so happens, the farewell video gets put off till the last
unavoidable moment almost in prayer that ignorance will
eliminate the need for it. Photos are gathered, videos
fished for- most recollections with no space for the creator
in them. Emotionally manipulative music garnishes mon-
tages that aspire to cause mascara-laden faces to smudge.
The last slide sums up the all-too clear purpose with
“Goodbye,"” contradictory to assurances that any such part-
ing is nowhere near.
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There is a pressing social need to declare safety pins to be
the unsung heroes of farewell events. They cheer on the
expensive folds of saris, concealed backstage yet master-
fully holding the act together on a novice body. These me-
tallic marvels connect more than silk fabric by clicking into
place securely. You start off with a pack of them, shedding
them mysteriously along the way until a few remain to
exhibit their metallic glint, somehow as striking as the em-
bellished borders. That is when, for the remaining day at
least, the safety pins seem immune to rust.
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