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Mahatma Hansraj
(1864-1938)

The college was founded to preserve the
memory of Mahatma Hansraj,
acknowledged as the founding father of
the D.AV. movement in undivided India.
Frail in body but heroic in sprit, Mahatmaji
was selflessly dedicated to the course of
education. He started his career as the
Honorary Founder Headmaster of D.AV.
School, Lahore, in 1886 and over the next
50 years went on to shape the destiny of
the D.AV movement in India.
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Editorial

Dr. Amit Sehgal

Convener, Editorial Board

Over the years, Hans, our college
magazine, has served as a platform for
the students, faculty and staff of
Hansraj College to showcase their
immense literary talent and express
their thoughts, feelings and insights
about their perspective towards the
world. It has provided a workbench to
students, faculty and staff to
interconnect with each other beyond
the confines of the classroom and
regular curriculum.

This editorial board has tried to
present to you the best talent that
Hansraj has to offer in diverse fields
and diverse creative forms such as
poetry, prose, photography and
painting. The multilingual nature of the
magazine is a testament to the
diversity of the student and teaching
community of Hansraj College.

Collecting inputs, scrutinizing through the wide array of
received contributions and finally designing and printing the
magazine has been a challenging experience.

Publishing this new issue of Hans would not have been
possible without the sincere and breathtaking efforts of my
editorial team and the college staff. | would like to express
immense gratitude to students, colleagues and associates
who have contributed to the different stages of putting this
magazine together. My special thanks to the students
involved in editoral team: Madhumala, Rahul, Devvrat Arya,
Anshuman Yadav, Smriti Verma, Srishti Gupta, Ujjwal
Parashar, Areeb Ahmad, Shipra, Soumya Vats, Nitesh Yadav
You all did a great job! | would also like to thank the students
of Kalakriti, the Fine arts society, and Pixels, the Photography
society, who have contributed generously to embellish the
magazine with sketches, paintings and images.

Hope you will enjoy reading this issue which we have put
together with great effort and dedication.



Alisha Fatima
B.A. (H) Economics Il Year
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AUTUMN THROUGH THE EYES OF A MOUNTAIN GIRL

TTEAT STEAT Telt chl, TeTeh! TATT T HHATIHT WY TGS H]

— Aarshiya
Geology Hons Ist Year

Being a mountain girl, a 'pahadan’ (to be precise) was
never a worrisome issue for me. Indeed it was quite
enchanting you see, for | got to witness the fall in its most
beautiful form, in the hills of Tehri Garhwal and Kumaon.
Itis so strange that Autumn is so beautiful, yet everything
is dying. You may gain all the experience life has to offer,
but| promise you that every Autumn you experience here
will be novel, and the most enchanting, even on reliving it
athousandtimes.

So have you witnessed afall, so fine?
Well, I have!

The scented cool breeze carrying the smell of sandalwood
and burning pines. The white gigantic cherry blossom
tree swooning over the terrace of my cottage, with its

THE ART OF MATHEMATICS

- Ekansh Jauhari
Mathematics Hons lInd Year

blossoms gently falling over the floor, decorating it
like a wedding altar. The tinkling music of the
rustling leaves gushing past my ears. The soft
touch of the cold evening breeze on my bare skin,
sends shivers down my spine. As the night sky
takes over the dusk, | rush to the beautiful stream
nearby behind a row of tall pines, maples and
chestnuts.

Under the stelliferous sky, | sit on the wooden deck,
and stare at these magnificent mountains--the
Blue mountains which are a little darker than the
night sky. The Purnima moon shines to its fullest,
the Himalayan range seems to be draped with a
shroud of silver, and everything holds its breath.

Mathematics is one of the finest of all visual and
imaginary art forms. It is more than just a subject.
Mathematicians are fine artists, just like dancers,
musicians, painters, etc. Since maths is an art form, it is
expected to be beautiful and that is exactly where it
illuminates itself. Unlike other artists, a mathematician is
an abstract expressionist who hasinnumerable tools, and
infinitely large canvas to present his art. Any form of
representation of mathematical arts is insufficient,
because its beauty can't be seen, heard or felt but only
observed and imagined. Interestingly, for others, it's
nothing more than a few formulae. Arguably, Euler's
Identity is the most beautifully formulated art, which is

mathematically equivalent to the Mona Lisa
painting.

The art of Mathematics can be extended as a
language beyond the realm of words. There are
huge markets for mathematics, where Physicists,
Chemists, Economists, etc borrow its beauty to
beautify their own domains. Math constructs
thoughts, and has been pushing human
civilisations ahead with its logics and implications
since ages. This infinite charm makes mathematics
very interesting and tempting, due to which
mathematicians tend to immerse themselves in
thisendless art forever.



DHING

- Ishani Ahmed Saikia

English Hons llird Year

As the tires tore unwillingly from the smooth gravelled
highway, the pits and mounds of the ochre track jostled
them into the past. A past passed on, inherited by Nur
from her father. A past they made pilgrimage to for the
last three years, one in reverence and the other in
resignation. Nur noted very early on that inheritance left
little space for choice. More so if one was born into it. Just
as Nagaon inherited Dhing, unwillingly, unaffectionately,
and left it so. There are places that no one talks about, no
one butthe people who inhabitit. Places unpleasantlike a
bad memory that people prefer to lock up in a safe and
lose the key to. This was one of those places. This was
Dhing of Ibrahim's dreams - Dhing where stagnancy crept
along the corrugated roofs, leaving corrosion,
downwards into the pool of water; Dhing, where
something heavy loomed over its people, something that
lulled their lives into a pace too slow for the rest of the
world. Why were there no colours on the walls? No
colours anywhere except green, as even sunlight refused
to pierce through the jilted canopy of the bamboos, Sals
and Seguns. There were large swatches of sunlit fields,
glowing golden with the warmth of the mustard crops.
Nur's dismayed eyes found respite and she wondered
whether they were a source of comfort for them too? Did
it substitute for their lack of all the colours but green?

In those houses lived a barrage of people who would turn
out to be her Khuras, Bordetas and Pehis, each trying to
establish familiarity through food and smiles.

“Allah go, Is she your meyi?” an aunt inquired of Ibrahim.
Her tati saree had lost much of the blue it had, hanging
loose around her corpulent frame. Rings of ridges circled
the eyes which, though recipient of thousands of images
spread through decades of times passed did not lose the
essence of life Nurwas seldom accustomed to see.

Ibrahim nodded with a knowing smile.

She then went on to quiz Nur, “Tui janos ami kun?”
Did she knowwho she was?

Nur gave an uncomfortable smile guilty of
something she didn'tknow.

“Of course you don't. How will she know Ibrahim, if
you don't bring her here enough? Remember, we
must stay together. In times of difficulty, after all it
is one's own people that will help you”, chastised
the aunt. Nur watched the stranger with eager eyes
as she continued scolding her father, finding a part
of his life that was absent from hers. She saw
history in its most tangible manifestation, and
although her father had greyed well into age, there
sitting in that plastic chair too small for his comfort
she saw the vestiges of the lively young boy he was
once, a boy capable of emotions other than anger.

“Why didn't you take your mother along with you?”
Nur found herself being asked the question she
knew all too enough, the answer to which was
ingrained in the roots of her tongue.

“Her students had their exams, she had to stay with
them otherwise she would have definitely come.”

“Promise me Ibrahim, you'd bring her the next
time?” she said and immediately laughed at her
optimism. “If you ever come again, that is.” She
added. As she sensed the end of the conversation,
she went on to make chaifor all her guests, as they
refused to have bhat.

Another stranger entered the room, whom her
father introduced as her Bordeuta, his distant
elder brother. In their familiar talks Nur sensed a
bond that didn't accede to the constraints of time
and space. They smoothly crossed that span,
conversations easily building through them. All this




while Nur was settled nearby on a comfortable chair,
wisps of vapour rising from the /aal saah nestled
comfortably in her hand, through which she could see her
father talk animatedly about histories she never knew
existed. It was in their shared past that Nur found solace,
an accessto the pastshe was only a silent spectator to.

“The river's already eaten up Mujakir's home. It's only a
matter of time before the market falls prey to its
insatiable hunger. Only Allah knows what tragedy is
waiting to befall them, so many livelihoods lost!” Uncle
sighed, not with any exaggerated pretence of a sudden
calamity. This was a lived reality, this was the reason they
moved here inthefirst place he said.

“lam not building up this house any fancier than it is now.
| know the river won't pardon us too... only a matter of
time... only a matter of time. Ever since the Dhola-Sadiya
changed the currents of the river, Luit has ravaged our
home. But who cares about the shadows when one
tramples over them to progress? Greatness overshadows
the little, the weak, the forgotten. How do we, the
perennial outsiders even feature in their imagination for
development? Developmentwas never meant for all.”

The rows of corrugated iron rods, placed inside the

window failed to keep the cold outside. It wasn't
cold, winter seldom visited from the hills down in
the valley now. Just water. Bordeuta filled up the
ripples of dried cement on the walls with his words.
And in them she saw. It wasn't stagnancy but
resilience that Nur saw in the houses, bereft of
colour because Luit didn't allow any. Any trace of
excess, any celebration of magnanimity was
severely punished. Nothing but the green and
brown survived.

That evening as the dying embers of daylight fell
upon the ancient watery grave, Nur's father
pointed out the absent piece of land which was
once his home. It was the center of every activity,
he said. “We would all sit around a gigantic brass
container where our mother would squash an
entire bunch of Bhimkols, mash them with rice and
milk. We ate like monsters, raikokh'or nisina
khaisilu”, he smiled. She wondered how it felt like.
To see the whips of Luit carry away his land, piece
by piece, until nothing but the air above it
remained. As her uncle said, no traces of
celebration were exempted. And her father then
knew how to celebrate.

(GANDHI'S [DEAS ON THE NEED OF VALUE BASED EDUCATION : AN ETHICAL REFLECTION

- Dr. Satyendra Srivastava
Department of Philosophy

“You consider a man as educated if only he can pass some
examinations and deliver good lectures. The education
which does not help the common mass of people to equip
themselves for the struggle for life, which does not bring
out strength of character, a spirit of philanthropy, and the
courage of alion-isitworth the name? Real education is
thatwhich enables one to stand on one's own legs.”

Vivekananda

“An education which does not teach us to discriminate
between good and bad, to assimilate the one and eschew
the other, isa misnomer.”

Gandhi

Mahatma Gandhi is one of the most prominent
figures of modern times not only for India but for
the whole world. His simple but elegant thoughts
affect not only brains but hearts also. His
illuminating ideas on various issues have inspired
and still inspiring millions of people across the
world. This paper throws light upon his ideas of
value based education and further emphasizes its
need in the present education system. Although
Gandhi did not devote any specific separate book
on education but he contributed valuable thoughts
based on his own experience on the subject which
arerelevantandviable today. Hisaphorism'my life




is my message' depicts the real essence of his
philosophical teachings. He was the one who himself
experienced in his own life all the truths about which he
wrote or spoke. This is equally applicable when he
addresses the significance of value based education.

Value is an omnibus term. It includes so many ethical
notions like honesty, pure-conscience, self-respect, self-
reliance, respect for women and poor people, love and
compassion to all, duty towards the country, society and
family, self-less service, social commitment, etc. A value
based education should incorporate these notions and
should harmonize all aspects of the learner or students.
In the absence of these notions education will become a
collection of information, a dry precept or dogma and
students would be like a robot. So at the outset, it is
necessary to mention Gandhi's view on education. He
writes-

“l hold that true education of the intellect can only come
through a proper exercise and training of the bodily
organs.....an intelligent use of the bodily organs in a child
provides the best and quickest way of developing his
intellect. But unless the development of the mind and
body goes hand in hand with a corresponding awakening
of the soul, the former alone would prove to be a poor
lop-sided affair. By spiritual training | mean education of
the heart. A proper and all round development of the
mind, therefore, can take place only when it proceeds
paripassu with the education of the physical and spiritual
facilities of the child. They constitute an indivisible
whole.”Harijan, 08-05-1937

By emphasizing the holistic development of the
individual he further says-

“By education | mean an all-round drawing out of the
best in child and man - body, mind and spirit. Literacy is
not the end of education nor even the beginning. Itis only
one of the means whereby man and woman can be
educated. Literacy in itself is no education. | would
therefore begin the child's education by teaching it a
useful handicraft and enabling it to produce from the
moment it begins its training. | hold that the highest
development of the mind and the soul is possible under
such a system of education.” Harijan, 31-7-1937

As an iconoclast in educational reform, Gandhi

delineates the fundamental objective of education
in a comprehensive way. He wants education to be
dynamic, living and above all humanistic rather
than an inert and self-centred phenomena. He is
well aware about the limits of too much bookish
knowledge. As these bookish knowledge and flood
of information have converted human beings into
a knowledge-machines and diminished their
creative and humanistic spirit. He warns-

“Allyour scholarship, all your study of Shakespeare
and Wordsworth would be vain if at the same time
you do not build your character, and attain
mastery over your thoughts and actions. When
you have attained self-mastery and learnt to
control your passions you will not utter notes of
the despair.” 1 Young India 19-09-1929

For Gandhi character is very crucial in the process
of being educated. That's why when he
enumerates seven social sins, he characterizes
knowledge without character is also as a sin2. In
the absence of character knowledge may be a
dangerous instrument and can be used to exploit
or ignore the weaker section of the society. In the
absence of good value system an educated person
treats himself as an elite being and may have a
contemptuous attitude towards poor and illiterate
people. As Gandhilaments-

“It is a sad thing that our school boys look upon
manual labour with disfavour, if not contempt.”
Young India, 01-09-1921

In the similar vein, Vivekananda wants to fix
responsibility for educated persons that they
should work for the welfare of uneducated and
poor people, otherwise the main purpose of
education will be defeated. He emphasizes this
responsibility very strongly in the following words.-

“l call him a traitor who, having been educated,
nursed in luxury by the heart's blood of the
downtrodden millions of toiling poor, never even
takes a thought for them.” (Vivekananda, Swami,
The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, Vol. 8,
1964 :329-30, Calcutta)




To achieve this ideal of education Gandhi underlines
the role of parents and teachers, because the actions and
behaviours of these people leave a direct impact on
young minds. We generally say that parents are the first
teacher of astudentand teachers are the second parents.
When a child is infant, parents' day to day behaviour
shape the nature of a child. Therefore, parents should be
very carefulin this matter. As Gandhiopines-

“The education of children is primarily a duty to be
discharged by the parents. Therefore, the creation of a
vital educational atmosphere is more important than the
foundation of innumerable schools. When once this
atmosphere has been established on a firm footing, the
schools will comeindue course.”

It is the family from where a child learns the first
lesson of his life. There are so many examples where a
child did not get the opportunity to acquire formal
education, but had contributed very much to the welfare
of humanity because of the value-system of their families.
The reverse is also a sad reality, where highly intellectual
people have deteriorated the progress of society in the
absence of value system. So, according to Gandhi -

“Thereal property thata parent can transmit to all equally
is his or her character and educational facilities.....
Parents should seek to make their sons and daughters
self-reliant, well-able to earn an honest livelihood by the
sweat ofthe brow.” Young India, 29-10-1931

Gandhi's emphasis on family in the process of
acquiring knowledge reminds us the famous dictum of
his contemporary American-Spanish philosopher George
Santayana (1863-1952). According to Santayana - 'A child
educated only atschoolis an uneducated child' 3.

The role of a teacheris alsoimportant forimparting
values in students. It is the teacher who teaches students
about some values apart from academic knowledge in a
decent and dignified way. The workmanship of a teacher
is more important than to just divulging bookish
knowledge. For this his character is equally or more
important than to his intellectual acumen. He
underscores the importance of teacher in the following
way-

“My idea was never to entrust children to
commonplace teachers. Their literary qualification
was not so essential as their moral fibre.”

One can question that why we have to
considerthe moral aspect of ateacherasheisnota
preacher but an employer to perform some
assigned duties. In this context there may be
various arguments and counter arguments. But
one explanation, which was given by Vivekananda
is worth to mention here. In an interview
published in Madras Times in February 1897,
Vivekananda argued thatavalue based education
requires a teacher of great personal integrity. He
spoke-

“My idea of education is personal contact with the
teacher.....Without the personal life of a teacher,
there would be no education. Take your
Universities. What have they done during the fifty
years of their existence? They have not produced
one original man. They are merely an examining
body. The idea of the sacrifice for common weal is
notyetdeveloped."4 (CWSV, 5:224)

As a visionary thinker, Gandhi envisages the
role of teachers in a wider perspective. The role of
teachersis not confined just to class teachings and
completing the syllabus rather to shape the life of
students in holistic way. The greatest job of a
teacher is to prepare the next generation to face
the problems of the world with courage 5 and
confidence. As the real examination of a student's
life starts when she leaves the college and/or
university and enters into the practical world.
Accordingto Gandhi-

“It is possible for a teacher situated miles away to
affect the spirit of the pupils by his way of living. It
would beidle for me, if Iwere aliar, to teach boys to
tell the truth. A cowardly teacher would never
succeed in making his boys valiant, and a stranger
to self-restraint could never teach his pupils the
value of self-restraints.”

To accentuate the role of teachers, Gandhi
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further says-'l did not find it at all necessary to load the
boys with quantities of books. | have always felt that the
true textbook for the pupil is his teacher' 6. Echoing the
spirit of Gandhian thought, former President, A P ] Kalam
says that when children are growing up, say till the age of
fifteen, the best role model they can think of would be
their father, mother and their schoolteacher. They are
the people who can impart the best guidance during this
period. In this way teachers and parents have a big
responsibility.

About the significance of education we have to
understand that it is not one dimensional phenomenon
limited to human intellect, neither it should be confined
to the up-liftment of few people, but it must be holistic
and should have concern for the welfare of all, specially of
the poor. It should not be a dry precept loaded with facts,
but it must be full of liveliness. Of course, intellect,
rationality, jobs are essential aspects of education,
therefore these are important but these aspects should
not be developed and nurtured at the cost of humanistic
and ethical values. Humanity is more important than
rationality. It is the duty of intellectuals to serve the
suffering humanity rather than just fighting for their own
personal interests. In a civilised society duties and rights
should co-exist without suppressing each other. History
has witnessed that those who had set a paradigm of
progress at national and international levels were not
intellectually genius but average people with high
integrity. Famous philanthropist and businessman
Warren Buffett (1930-) rightly says -

“Look for three things in a person- intelligence, energy
and integrity. If they do not have the last one, don't even
bother with the firsttwo.” 7

It is a well-known fact that an educated, but valueless
person is more dangerous than an illiterate person
whose heartis pure. In our school days we were told that
a hungry and poor person would steal a few kilograms of
food grains from a deserted freight train but a highly
educated person devoid of values will rob the entire
freight train. It is clear that only value based education
can play a vital role in curing these types of evils and
preventing corruptions. It can also play avery crucial role

in shaping the future of humanity. For Gandhi 'Real
education consists in drawing the best out of
yourself. What better book can there be than the
book of humanity?' 8 (Harijan, 30-03-1934). We all
know that the crisis of present society is not the
lack of education, but the lack of value based
education. In value based education we give equal
importance to ethical and emotional aspects of life
as well as rational. In other words, purity of heart
and focus on moral values are equally important
asthe sharpness of mind or brain. Otherwise there
will be a complete chaos in the social fabric. As
Martin Luther King]r. observes -

“The function of education, therefore, is to teach
one to think intensively and to think critically. But
education which stops with efficiency may prove
the greatest menace to society. The most
dangerous criminal may be the man gifted with
reason, butwith nomorals.”9

Thus, true education means an all-round
development of human life like - physical,
intellectual, moral and spiritual. Anideal education
system can not discard any of these aspects. Afine
education system must have a fine balance and
harmony among mind, body, and soul. Actually the
problem of present educational institutionsis that
they are producing a large number of high earning
software engineers, bureaucrats, doctors,
professors, chartered accountants, company
secretaries, lawyers, sports persons, media
reporters etc. with high intelligence but most of
them are living in tremendous mental pressures
because of unending greed and egoistic and
materialistic life styles. They are good in their
professional skills because of their talent and
education, but are they good human beings? This
is the crucial question that our academic
institutions, policy makers and family members
have to address. Package based education system
has marred their moral duty towards family,
society and the nation as well as their inner
conscience.10 Itis because of these attitudes, their




personal lives have been scattered and their mental
peace have been severely damaged. They have turned
themselves as machines devoid of feelings and emotions
11. Of course, they are more 'intelligent' and 'confident'
than their forefathers, but the problem is that their
morals are very low in spite of very high talent and salary.
We must not forget that financial earnings can no way
compensate their ethical depreciation. In the present era
of consumerism when people segregate ethics from
economics then Gandhi exhorts -

“l must confess that | do not draw a sharp or any
distinction between economics and ethics. Economics
that hurt the moral well-being of an individual or a nation
are immoral and, therefore, sinful.” Young India, 13-10-
1921

Through his reflective mind, Gandhi visualised problems
of Indian education system a long time back. Financial
stability is essential for the overall well-being of the
individual but this should not be the sole purpose of
education. Therefore value emphasis is the foundation of
his teachings as against to the package based career,
which occupies a central place in today's education
system.

One of the most important aspect of Gandhi's ideas of
value based education is that he emphasizes the need of
practice of those values and principles which we study so
that we can internalize them. We usually quote the
aphorism that 'knowledge is power' but in reality,
knowledge is only 'potential power'. It becomes actual
power only when we practice it in our day to day life and
make it an essential part of our character. History has
witnessed that mere bookish knowledge hardly left any
impact on the society and humanity. It is the practice of
those values in real life, which makes the difference. As
he clearly states-

“Real education begins after a child has left school. One
who has appreciated the value of studies is a student all
his life. His knowledge must increase from day to day
while he is discharging his duty in a conscientious
manner.”12

It will not be out of place to mention some Western
thinkers who also highlighted the need of value based

education. In his famous lecture to Harvard
University students, the American poet R W
Emerson (1803-1882) said that 'character is higher
than intellect'13 which left an everlasting impact
on young minds of academic institutions. It
underscores the primacy of moral values to
intellectual values. It re-emphasizes the urgency of
human virtues which have been underscored by
Greek Philosopher Aristotle (384-322 BC) in his
famous book 'Nicomachean Ethics' 14 but which
were unintentionally ignored by two major ethical
theories of that time namely teleological (Bentham
and ] S Mill) and deontological (Immanuel Kant). In
this book Aristotle talks about moral (courage,
generosity, justice, friendship) and intellectual
virtues (wisdom, intuition, art) which are equally
important for an overall development of human
life. In his autobiography Benjamin Franklin (1706-
1790) talks about the practice of thirteen virtues
(Temperance, sincerity, justice, chastity, humility
etc.), most of them are moral, and not intellectual
(2004 : 67-71). The letter which was written by
Abraham Lincoln (1809-65) to the teacher of his
son is like a manifesto of value based education.
Utterances like- 'Teach him that for every enemy
thereis afriend. It will take time,  know a long time,
butteach, if you can, that a dollar earned is of more
value than five found. Teach him, it is far more
honourable to fail than to cheat.' urge the necessity
of value based education. If we successfully
actualize the philosophy of this letter in our life
most of problems will be sorted out.

In conclusion, we can say that the problem of our
present education system is that it has
overemphasized the development of intellect even
at the cost of general well-being of humanity. It
could not visualise that humanity is more valuable
than rationality. Being illiterate may be a problem
for a civilised society but being immoral is a
catastrophe. Great scientist A P J Kalam has also
showed concern about this paradox. The

knowledge of modern Science and Technology has
made human beings less sensitive. The fascinating
consumerism has turned human beings into mere




commodities. So, it compelled Kalam to say that we have
guided missiles, but misguided human beings. Job may be
one aspect of education, but it can not and should not be
the only goal of education. Through his erudite vision
Gandhi has envisaged this problem around 125 years
back, so by his writings and teachings he tried to check
this dangerous trend. He strongly recommended all
round development of human beings with special
emphasis on character. As man is neither mere intellect,
nor the gross animal body, nor the heart nor soul alone. A
proper and harmonious combination of all the three is
required for the making of whole man and constitutes the
true economics of education. Harijan, 08-05-1937. In
connection to this he expresses his view as a
schoolmaster -

ENDNOTES

1.

Itis very pertinent to mention here the view of Swami
Vivekananda, who is also an important pioneer for
the inculcation of values in education. In an article
'The Future of India' he writes-

“Education is not the amount of information that is
putinto your brain and runs riot there, undigested all
your life. We must have life-building, man-making,
character-making assimilation of ideas. If you have
assimilated five ideas and made them your life and
character, you have more education than any man
who has got by heart a whole library. 39T

GIHEA IS TR A1 { 99 | - ' the ass carrying

its load of sandalwood knows only the weightand not
the value of the sandalwood.' If education is identical
with information, the libraries are the greatest sages
in the world and encyclopaedias are the Rishis.”
Vivekananda , Swami, The Complete Works of Swami
Vivekananda , Vol. 3, p.302, Advaita Ashrama,
Kolkata, 2015.

According to Gandhi, there are seven social sins,
namely - 1. Politics without Principles 2. Wealth

without Work 3. Pleasure without Conscience 4.
Knowledge without character 5. Commerce without
Morality 6. Science without Humanity 7. Worship

“I had always given the first place to the culture of
the heart or the building of character, and as | felt
confidentthat MORAL training could be given to all
alike, no matter how different their ages and their
upbringing......l regarded character building as the
proper foundation for their education, and if the
foundation was firmly laid, | was sure that the
children could learn all the other things
themselves or with the assistance of friends.” 15

The onus is now upon all of us to prepare this
foundation, if we sincerely wish to actualize his
vision of value based education,

without Sacrifice , Young India, 22nd October
1925.

3. https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/ge
orge_santayana_107603. Accessed on7th
Feb.2019.

4. In1897therewere only four major Universities
namely Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and
Allahabad at that time in India. It was
Vivekananda's ingenuity that he has
understood the problem of our education
systemeveninashortspan oftime.

5. Whenwe think about moral values and human
virtues, then we find numerous of them. But
majority of thinkers consider courage as the
highest virtue because without courage one
can not practice othervirtues consistently.

6. One clarification is required here. As a
visionary thinker Gandhi was well awared
about the potentials of common people. So he
does not believe that without teacher no one
can be a knowledgeable person. As he writes-
“The superstition that no education is possible
without a teacher is an obstacle in the path of



10.

educational progress. Aman's real teacher is himself.
And now-a-days there is ample apparatus available
for self-education........ Experience is the biggest of all
schools. Quite a number of crafts can not be learnt at
school but only in the workshop. Knowledge of these
acquired at school is often only parrot like. ....What
adults need is not so much a school as a thirst for
knowledge, diligence and self-confidence.”

plymouthministorage.com. Accessed on 8th
February 2019.

Gandhi was very much concerned for the miseries of
his countrymen. And, therefore he observes
education as a means to ease these miseries rather
than personal gratification. As he says “In my opinion,
intelligent labour is for the time being the only
primary and adult education in this land of starving
millions....Literary education should follow the
education of the hand - the one gift that visibly
distinguishes man from beast. It is a superstition to
think that the fullest development of man is
impossible without a knowledge of the art of reading
and writing. That knowledge undoubtedly adds grace
to life, but it is in no way indispensable for man's
moral, physical or material growth.” Harijan, 08-03-
1935

https://www.drmartinlutherkingjr.com/thepurposeo
feducation.htm

, Accessed on 14th Feb. 2019. A similar view has been
propounded by the famous educationist and
philosopher Dr. S. Radhakrishnan as he said- “The
aim of education is not the acquisition of information,
although important or acquisition of technical skills,
though essential in modern society, but the
development of that bent of mind, that attitude of
reason, that spirit of democracy which will make us
responsible citizens.”

In present education system, when every
qualification is being evaluated in terms of placement
and package, then the words of Abraham Lincoln,
that he wrote to school teacher of hissonin aletter -
“Teach him to sell his brawn and brain to the highest
bidder but never to put a price tag on his heart and
soul.” compels us to ponder about the irony of our

11.

12.

package oriented qualifications.

Herbert Marcuse, a trenchant critic of
consumerism writes that 'The so-called
consumer economy and the politics of
corporate capitalism have created a second
nature of man which ties him libidinally and
aggressively to the commodity form. The need
for possessing, consuming, handling, and
constantly renewing the gadgets, devices,
instruments, engines, offered to and imposed
upon the people, for using these wares even at
the danger of one's own destruction, has
become a"biological" need.'

For any new idea practice is very crucial. Mere

theoretical interpretation of anything is not
enough. It is the practice which signifies the
real value of an idea. This thesis was endorsed
by Vivekananda also. As he writes at the first
step of 'Raj-Yoga'-

“Practice is absolutely necessary. You may sit down

13.

14.

15.

and listen to me by the hour every day, but if
you do not practise, you will not get one step
further. It all depends on practice. We never
understand these things until we experience
them. We will have to see and feel them for
ourselves. Simply listening to explanations and
theorieswillnotdo.”

Cf. Gordon Marino's edited book Ethics,
chapter-17 'The Disparity between Intellect
and Character' of RobertColes p.350.

In this book Aristotle talked about two types of
virtues like moral (courage, generosity and
justice) and intellectual (knowledge, wisdom
and insight). According to him, for a holistic
development of human life, both are equally
important, pp.31-144.

Vivekananda, in one of his famous interview
delivered on 24th January 1898, stated hisideal
notion of education in following words- “We
want that education by which character is
formed, strength of mind is increased, the
intellect is expanded, and by which one can
stand onone's own feet.”




HISTORY: A VERNACULAR?

- Varun Bhagat
History Hons lInd Year

Whenever something related to the discipline of history
comes into discussion, it isn't long before the normative
description of the subject as a subject of rote learning,
reserved for those students who cannot do science, pops
up. Is history just confined to past? Did the seemingly long
sheets we were all compelled to write distance us,
somehow, from the fascinations that we were always
interested in?

Many tend to consciously degrade the importance of
history, without realizing that communication between
individuals will, beyond a point, always rely on history,
whether it is related to politics, happenings around the
world, or simply the last movie they have seen.

Be it science, where students, while learning the formulas
given by scientists years ago, tend to travel back in time
and visualize the execution of experiments with the
limited availability of technology. Isn't that history? Or in
case of commerce, where students look back at the
various policies introduced by the government, or
famines that destroyed crops in a particular region and
the consequent action taken by the government. Doesn't
that qualify as history?

So wouldn't it be right to say that history is necessary for
sciences and commerce, and without it, these disciplines
would be nothing more than a hollow accumulation of
ideas and practices?

Some tend to re-experience the lost admiration towards
history when they visit a monument or are simply in awe
at the sight of an antique object. But again, is history just

centered on archaeological sites and antique
items?

Doesn't history, besides giving a link between the
past and present, also serve to give some
possibilities about what future holds for us, given
the factthat history always repeats itself?

On a serious note, it is through history that one
connects to their roots, and for anyone to be
successfulin life, being closer to their foundation is
extremelyimportant.

If given the opportunity to define the discipline of
history, it will be on the lines of a subject that
involves the study of humanity, by humanity and
for humanity. History is more than the elaborate
facts and figures, and the mind-boggling dates it
includes. It's a study of processes that shaped our
ancestors and thus, consequently, have an impact
on where we are today. The cultures we follow, the
traditions we respect and the norms we obey, all
have evolved through these processes. This, in my
opinion, makes it even more necessary for people
to know and comprehend, in a greater sense, the
stages through which one's nation and community
progressed, in order to become more sensitive
and aware of something that residesin our core.

Obeying the word limit, lwould end this article with
aquoteforyouto ponderupon.

Yesterday is today's history and

Every moment of today, is tomorrow's.




THOSE DAYS ARE GONE

- Vikas Prajapati
Life Sciences Ist Year

I know those days are gone when | could laugh -
without any hesitation, when | could cry and shout
loudly whenever | felt weak or just upset.

Butstill, | ask my life with some hope,

Canlagain be achild?

And itreplies,

No, those days are gone!

I miss those moments,

when lused to fall onto the ground and

aggressively blame the lifeless stone,

I miss how | stood up and counted the ants who had di
Soagain, deliberately,

lask my life,
Canlbeachildagain?anditagainreplies,

No, those days are gone!

Now, how can | forgetthose paper boats made out

of notebook pages, always enthusiastic for their most
dangerous voyages of alltime and hoping they

would never sink!

Butthistime,

I didn't ask my life for my childhood,

I know those days are gone...

ed.

IMAGES FROM CHILDHOOD

- Smriti Verma
English Hons llird Year

The memory quickly fades into origin:
days of sunlit, ashen mornings, and the golden -

bouncing off the copperware, the field of green,
chiseling away the edges, the teeth-like irregularities,

and softening June with the colour of setting suns.
Surrendering to the shape of birds at twilight,

and us - little figurines, hands a mess of bones,
Bodies tumbling towards another fate.

This was back when we couldn't separate
the glow from the sun, the fire from the spectacle-

younger versions of the same self,
stuck in a heaven of their own making.

And the solitary image, stuck like a riddle in my
head:

you, running towards and running away,

And your little hand - a fist around mine,
Tight and tangible and dreamy,

like an aftermath of some great frenzy.
And the house, still surviving, breathing with wind,

existing not as some painting or a photograph,
but a structure, a monument, that lived on

even when the sunsets, and the birds and us-
allhad stood up and left.




STARFALL FIVE TIPS TO A HEALTHY HEART

- Areeb Ahmad - Areeb Ahmad
English Hons lInd Year English Hons lind Year
| witnessed the death of a star tonight First,

the sky was defaced by a scar tonight
let the sun dance across your face

fiery fusillade rains down from above
heavenly desires make or mar tonight

and the wind play with your hair
sprawled snug on the green grass
restive restless mind runs helter-skelter whiling away the time in boredom
contentment seems so very far tonight as spring arrives laden with gifts

time is the supreme scourge of existence
conjuring pasts at this late hour tonight

Second,

o . p jump under the blankets and read
sanctified stellar slivers light the way

let me walk the weekly bazaar tonight lonely nights and dark days away

come alive within the pressed pages
the mirror shatters me into fragments

my myriad inner selves at war tonight

infinite journeys begin with a step
walking in the shoes of fabrication
they ask, areeb, why are you despairing

| am entrapped in this bell jar tonight amE

believe in the phenomenon of love
TIMELESS VISIONS which makes the world go around

shared glaces and words of grace
- Anshuman Yadav

English Hons llird Year

Third,

seated in the heart, conquers soul

burning bring against the long night

day before yesterday  him dancing
bathed in the colours  of lights

getting tired then ~ Weakness  a shrine in the write till your fingers bleed black
moonlight

yesterday  him tumbling down
no one but him  nothing but his face

the seamless helpless adjustment  to enervation
where he fell aman

Fourth,

and life blossoms, alpha to omega

words sprout like flowers on paper
trailing behind the scent of creation
as mind exerts control over matter

scraping the earth  with his index finger Fifth,
retreats of blood  converging
today now here let sweet sleep share her embrace
a listless dove as dusty dreams slowly come alive
wrapped in white threads  warped lost stories take brand new shapes
the shaft  oftime  split desire comes out of the hiding place
in impermanence and futility under starry skies and gibbous moon




LLOVERS

- Anshuman Yadav

English Hons llird Year

After 'Sairat’

Against the racking fire,

Two lovers escaping the shaitan,
The sky's blaring cawing

Urging them to keep going,

The refuge, right here,

Yes, thriving, finally.

WHITE HAIR WISDOM

- Soumya Vats
English Hons IInd Year

Nani's nostalgia is Aamchur-flavoured
lingers on in lip-smacking reminiscence
her bony fingers stir the pot of half-cooked
glimpses

to serve her Chandni Chowk childhood
each thali a lesson brewed by her years.

Nani chewed away harsh truths

like her Amma's betel leaves

red-stained lips hid dreams

pressure cooker noise drowned rebellion.

Nani never questioned rules

devoured them like suspiciously fried jalebis
traversed Dariba's streets

but got home before sundown.

Nani blended spices

her mortar and pestle crafting

a balance she chose to season

her first marital curry with.

The in-laws complained the gravy

was too spicy for their delicate stomachs.
Nani needed to be bland.

Nani still ruled the kitchen
her quarrels the shrieks of falling plates

Escaped and happy.

But, there, here, they are,
Not in the moment,

In what is to come,
Hands entwined,

Two lovers draped in crimson threads.

she shaped the flour of family
her chapatis swelling with pride
marveling at their homely creator.

Nani says the onions are too strong today
her white hair make me cling to her words
they drip old age wisdom

and | overfill my glass to swallow advice.

Nani tells me to read to her my poems
she says | create flavorful stanzas

coat them with the batter of my voice
and serve it with a chutney of inflections.
She says my experiences enrich hers

for her freedom was reclaimed

but within these aromatic four walls.

She wants me to have not even one.

| write her life out in ink

like Instant Ramen

that aspires to be a legacy home-cooked meal
| sprinkle some garam masala

in my Maggi

and wonder when my head, too, will be seasoned
white

with salt

of wisdom.
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