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Mahatma Hansraj
(1864—1938)

The College was founded to preserve the
memory of Mahatma Hansraj, acknowledged
as the founding father of the D.A.V. movement
in undivided India. Frail in body but heroic in
sprit, Mahatmaji was selflessly dedicated to the
course of education. He started his career as the
Honorary Founder Headmaster of D.A.V. School,
Lahore, in 1886 and over the next 50 years went
on to shape the destiny of the D.A.V. movement
in India.
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TRANS COMMUNITY: AFTER THE REPEAL OF SECTION 377

ASTITVA SINGH
B. A. (H) ENGLISH, Second Year

n 6th September 2018, the Government of
OIndia removed Section 377 from the Indian
Constitution. This step was indeed iconic. Since
time immemorial, the community of “third gender”
has been disregarded as they did not meet societal
expectations of normal human beings. Tagging
various names like “Hijra”, “Kinnar”, “Aravani”,
“Aruvani”, and “Jogappa” reduce their identity
even more. While we cannot always question
the government for not helping the transgender
community, the larger problem is the stereotypical
thinking that persists in India since ancient times.
People consider the presence of transgender people
amidst them a bad omen and are reluctant to
integrate them within the larger social community
and prefer to restrict their entry into educational
institutions, hospitals, and even public gardens.
They are reduced to begging as the sole mode of
survival. The relatively modern stigmatization of
transgender people runs contrary to the ancient
practices such as seeking the blessings of such
people at the time of childbirth and the conduct of
other auspicious ceremonies. In ancient texts, the
references to trans people and their equation with
divine beings or “demi-gods” might indicate their
distinctly higher social status in ancient India. But
the British government influenced and changed
these practices by imposing a new law in 1860 in
British India that amounted to criminalization of
homosexuality. Anjali Rimi observes that “British
intervention in Indian law has degraded the
trans community, reducing them to a situation of

uncertainty.”

Recent decriminalization of Section 377 by
the Indian Government has indeed opened doors
to many opportunities for trans people and thus
enhancing social opportunities available to them.

But decriminalization of the community is
not sufficient as the LGBTQ+ Community is still
deprived of basic facilities. Even though same-sex
relationships are legal, the law does not allow
for or recognize the marriages of people in such
relationships. Further, adoption of children is not
allowed for same-sex couples because apparently
they “cannot provide the kind of affection cis-het
parents putatively can in their roles as father and
mother”. People at large are still not comfortable
in allowing the trans people to interact with
non-trans people due to the prevalent prejudices
against the former. The reading of trans people
as a “curse” on society ostracizes them further
and they are deemed to be apparently unfit for
society.

The increasing number of suicide cases among
the trans community is also a matter of serious
concern. Proper psychological rehabilitation is
required for people who have attempted suicide. The
educational curriculum should include literature,
history, and biological studies on the LGBTQ+
community as it can sensitize people to the gender
minorities and reduce the hold of mainstream
stereotypes. Movies and advertisements should
consistently show Trans people in a positive light.
As Indians, we need to support and amplify trans
voices in the struggle for de-stigmatization of their
mere existence.
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PRESSURE OF COMPETITIVE EXAMS

RIDDHI
B. A. (HONS), SANSKRIT

tress is a serious problem that bothers most
Speople in the world today. The World Health
Organization defines mental health as the state
of well-being when one can cope with stress and
realize their potential in order to work fruitfully.
Due to liberalization and the entry of the global
market, the education sector in India has become
service-oriented in the hands of private players.
This has resulted in an increased competition
which takes a toll on the mental health of the
students.

In recent years, there has been an increasing
number of suicides and instances of depression
among Indian students. The competition to secure
a seat in a reputed educational institution and
the inadequate number of jobs has often been
diagnosed as a possible cause of this distressing
trend. The pressure put upon the students by their
families and educational institutes to perform
consistently is another reason which causes
physiological and psychological stress on them.

India is the world’s second-most populous
country with a relatively young population. Thus,
as a result of the increase in population, the
number of students appearing in the competitive
exams are gradually increasing. But the number
of seats is not increasing at the same rate.

For example, 19,500 students wrote the first
all India engineering entrance exam held in 1961.
The number went up to 299,807 in 2006. In 2020
11,18,673 students wrote the exam. Though new
colleges have been established, their number has
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proven to be insufficient to meet with the growing
number of students. Also, the number of seats
in elite institutes like the IITs have not increased
proportionately to the number of applicants.

The situation is similar in other fields
also. National Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(Undergraduate) or NEET was first held in 2013 for
admission in the field of medicine. In 2016 under
the orders issued by the Honorable Supreme Court
of India, NEET became the only medical entrance
exam in India. In 2013, 7,17,127 people registered
for the exam. In 2020, the number has nearly
doubled up to 15,97,435. With the increase in the
number of students, the standard of the exams is
also increasing in order to screen out “unworthy”
students. In order to select eligible candidates
from a large number of aspirants, the question
paper have become tougher with time. It is not
possible to evaluate subjective answers of such
a large number of students because of logistical
problems. So, problem-based objective questions
are set for such exams. In order to acquire the
requisite skills to solve such problems, aspirants
are forced to take additional coaching. This
becomes unfair to students who cannot afford such
coaching. Students cannot display their conceptual
knowledge or talent in such exams as they are
more dependent on rote learning abilities.

The coaching centres for college entrance
exams have sprung up in all corners of India. Most
parents in India believe that their children will

have a better chance of succeeding if they attend




these institutes. Often the high tuition fees of these
institutes are not affordable for the economically
lower middle class and lower-class students.
They have to take loans and arrange the amount
from other sources. But the coaching institutes
generally do not have any refund or exit policy.
So, the parents pressurize students to carry on
studying in these institutes. Students who cannot
cope with the academic burden often develop a
feeling of guilt and think they are letting their
parents down. A solution is needed to cope with
this problem. Teachers can educate their students
about the importance of time management- that
can considerably reduce stress on the students.
Teachers and parents should acknowledge the
effort of every student instead of discouraging
them, even when the students doesn’t meet discrete
‘targets’.

In light of the points highlighted above, it can
be said that academic pressure is a serious problem
affecting students. Ever increasing competition
and performance pressure is turning Indian
students into highly stressed-out young adults.
This is truer of those appearing for competitive
exams. The situation is getting out of hand and we
must make a collective effort to alleviate the stress
on the students.

Forbid us something , and that
thing we desire ; but press it on us
hard and we will flee.

- Geoffrey Chaucer

INDIA OF MY DREAM -
VISION@2047

PRATYUSH RA
B. A. PROGRAMME (SANSKRIT AND PHILOSOPHY)

ndia is not just a country, it’s an idea of great
Iemotional appeal to more than 135 crores of
Indians. It’s a nation of visions and dreams. Every
citizen of our nation is committed towards the
development of our country. We got our independence
in 1947 and by 2047 we’ll celebrate our 100th year
of Independence. For this epic moment, I want to
express my vision for India in 2047.

As we have a great youth workforce in our
nation, we can work together and fill all the
loopholes which made our country lag behind the
developed nations. We do have to make our nation
a place where women hold the same rights and
dignity as men. A place where our beloved sisters
and mothers can live fearlessly and occupy the
public spaces, irrespective of the time of the day.
The dowry system must be banned in our country
as it leads to many crimes and harassment against
women. There should be no discrimination on the
basis of religion, caste religious identity, economic
status, gender, color, etc.

Also, Indian politics must also be updated
and there should be transparency between the
Government and the Public. India should be
developed enough by 2047 so that it would stay self-
sufficient in areas like food, technology, weapons,
petroleum, jobs, etc. My Vision for India @ 2047, is
to see India as an advanced and developed nation
that could govern the world like a super-powered
nation. JAI HIND.
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THE KINDRED CHRONICLES
OF THE PANDEMIC AND
SMARTPHONE DYSTOPIA

AAKRITI SANGHI

B. A. (Economics & Commerce), Second Year

t a time when the dangerously nimble-

witted pathogen is still fluttering over world
economies, there couldn’t have been a better
opportunity for our smartphones to prove their
mettle as the ultimate wonderland. From banking
and finance to classrooms and study resources
being a click away, the glossy little rectangles have
perhaps played a significant role in not rendering the
gone-by academic year(s) a zero year, no matter the
resultant learning outcomes. Moreover, if it weren’t
for the common WhatsApp or Telegram group
— the family having all its members marooned,
drawing breath in separate rooms, would endure
great agony from mandatory abandonment.

However, like every coin has two sides, such
advancement of technology is a double-edged
sword too. There’s no denying that just as the
SARS-CoV-2 has been mutating and trapping more
and more people in its fatal clutches, our Androids
and iPhones have also been upgrading and quite
unknowingly forcing us to swim deep in the ‘wave’
of the gimmicks offered by them.

Our unattended obsession of running our
fingertips over screens and being fettered by the
comfort and instant gratification brought in by
the repetitive act of typically touching, swiping,
and tapping our phones 2,617 times a day is quite
similar to the underlying stirring up of OCD of
washing hands or using sanitizers ever so often by
virtue of following the hygiene-appropriate regime.

While the passing away of many illustrious
personalities due to the virus has indubitably
included a loss of many intellectual heavy-weights-
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leading to a veritable ‘brain drain’ to the heavens;
the mere presence of our smartphones is causing
a literal ‘brain drain’ to our in-stock cognitive
capacities. With attention and rupee being the
ultimate currencies, the ‘attention economy’ is
witnessing a rise in numbers of those victimized
by an ‘internet’ shaped around the demands of
advertisers. On the contrary, the ‘rupee’ economy
lately facing inflation and other concrete socio-
economic issues has its people trapped in a balloon
who keenly await to get their hands on a skewer.

Frequently used to symbolize danger, among
other things, and being culturally the symbol of
extremes, the colour red is presently being used
most to signify covid caseload in different places
on the world map. While on the flip side, it is no
longer daunting to witness red-coloured dots and
icons over dozens of applications that trigger us to
tap them and get ourselves ‘captured’ candid on the
red carpet upon entering the unfettered world. With
people all around us trying to get back to the old
normal, fighting with the new one and alongside
habitually using the downward-pull action or pull-
to-refresh buttons to view something new on their
social media feeds every next second, the pandemic
has successfully brought to the rim the dichotomy
of human actions, desires, and his paradoxical
nature. Undeniably, life in itself poses a trade-off in
all our decisions and choices, but what worth is the
scarce commodity like the time that is spent being
tethered to man-made ‘masters’? With attention
being the new currency and a finite one, why aren’t
we expending it elsewhere?

At a time when microbes are getting smarter,
gadgets becoming sleeker and sharper, humans
have definitely lost control over their mind’s
wanderings, which has its strings pulled tightly by
the ‘tech-savvy gaffer’. How wonderful it would be if
we too could execute a mechanism just like various
social media platforms’ algorithms and perhaps
could know better about our own wants, desires,
and dislikes than an inanimate device!




Time and Tide Wait for None
Time! Time! Time!
AAKRITI SANGHI

B. A. (Economics & Commerce), Second Year

Arealization of its dearth is what makes us hang
in there and persevere. Since times immemorial
we have been preached to about how time flies and
that beating the clock is the only way to achieve
success in different domains of our lives. The
arguments goes that being speedy and consistent
in life is the cornerstone to being alive and kicking.
Just like time, the tide does not look out for anyone.
Irrespective of where we are, how we are, what we
are doing, witnessing ups and downs just like the
rhythmic movement of tide remains a constant
endeavor in our lives. Being a scarce commodity,
time ought to be used meticulously. We can earn the
money we might have spent callously, but we can
never buy back the time we lose, thus making time
even more valuable than money. The statues of the
greatest of rulers which were erected to symbolize
grandeur and glory have also been claimed by the
stroke of time. Kings and princes come and go, but
time is perdurable. In today’s context, this age-old
golden adage by Geoffrey Chaucer holds true more
than at any other time of human history. It goes
without saying that the SARS-CoV-2 virus that
was indefinitely unlooked for and has brought in a
series of changes in our lives. We all keenly awaited
the new normal, anticipating the times when we
would be able to move out and breathe in freely,
sans fear and apprehension. Yet the harsh reality is
that nobody knew when all this pain and suffering
inflicted on us would recede. Thus, what we ought
to do most during unprecedented times like these
is what the time and tide do — just moving on
because life has to go on. We can’t wait for the time
when everything gets all right.
The best moment for action is now!

SAYONARA TWENTY
TWENTY-ONE

AAKRITI SANGHI

B. A. (Economics & Commerce), Second Year

Hey Twenty Twenty-Two!

Shoot the bullets of joy and exuberance from your
spray roscoe.

Let the blank canvas be a wall of graffiti,
Dominated with dabs of brightest colours like a
shower of confetti.

Have our faces devoid of masks,

So together all can dive into the pool of favourite
tasks.

Get the concept away of ‘new normalcy’,

For we arduously desire to remain as before, silly
and messy.

Allow temples of knowledge to have back vibrations
of giggles and fights,

And let the diffusing aroma from canteen induce
our appetite to reach greater heights.

Bored of virtual meetings,

Now get us to exchange in-person greetings.
There’s enough dearth of hugs and handshakes,
Make sure to save us from further heartaches.
Twenty Twenty-One was a dark tunnel,

May you help us minimize our struggle.

You've refracted as a streak of light,

Welcoming you brims our hearts with new-found
delight.

You are a beacon of hope,

Awaiting you to magically ununfold.
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WHO IS THE MASTER? — YOU, ME OR...?

AAKRITI SANGHI

B. A. (Economics &6 Commerce), Second Year

Hey Humans,

It’s your battery charging device here!
Howdy-doody?

Are you still busy serving your mind’s
Wandering hunger and thirst

Day and night of which

You have certainly lost control ?

How does it feel to be the slave of the master
You yourself invented

With all your head and might?

I will let you answer that

By yourself in your head

Having its strings pulled tightly

By the “tech-savvy gaffer”.

Well, the internet is not as much

Exploited as I'm by all the intelligent animals out
there.

You are the minion of the master

You gave birth to,

But I'm the one

Who acts as a diving board

to let you dive again into the abyss of enslavement.
You reach your place of servitude,

And I'm left abandoned and used.

But the feeling of being given the big elbow
By all of my lovely deserters

Is short-lived,

For all of you come back desperately
Looking for me to give back “life and fuel”
To your apparent “body parts”.

Here, I absolutely fall in love

With the homo sapiens

Because of their sensitivity

As they try to adjust themselves

According to the length of my cord and two pins
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Right at my back.

They correct their posture

Time and again to ensure

That there is no lacuna in serving their “lords”.

I feel warm and loved,

But as time passes

I realize how highly mistaken I was

To assume humans possess

Some consideration.

I'm plugged into the electricity socket

Overnight because humans have to charge their
own batteries

To supply such un-interrupted bondage the next
day

That they forget to give me a hiatus.

Watching them simply hit their sack

Propels me to cause an “internal injury”

To their bodily organs,

But I then wonder

What difference will there be between them and
me?

Despite continuous pop-ups

That their “body part” is 100% alive,

They lay indifferently in the land of Nod.

I become excruciatingly heated

But this is the price sadly I pay

every day

For believing humans have a tad bit of sensitivity
buried deep inside them.

And again, I'm left abandoned

To let these intelligent underlings

Be held by the fetters of

Their man-made master.




1AM A GIRL ADIEU!

AAKRITI SANGHI AAKRITI SANGHI

B. A. (Economics & Commerce), Second Year B. A. (Economics & Commerce), Second Year
[ am a girl, Mask

Anguished as I walk in the dark, Suffocative, colorful

Marginalized as I breathe, Wearing, protecting, sweating
Afraid as I break a patriarchal norm, Time to bid them goodbye. Really?

Gloomy as I am objectified.
Isolated from the ‘fun’ that boys do,

Repulsed now to smash the glass ceiling, I'oss & ITS IN EVITABII'ITY
I am ready to fall in AAKRITI SANGHI

Love with my dreams — not the word ‘settle’. B. A. (Economics & Commerce), Second Year

Loss is autumn orange,

It sounds like fading away of the sweet noise yo
SUCCESS & FAILURE e e

AAKRITI SANGHI It tastes like a plate of stale meal.
B. A. (Economics & Commerce), Second Year It smells musty like a book that pulls through
foxing.

Success Failure : -
Loss, at last, feels like a bare winter tree amongst

Is Is

Sweet, Bitter,

High, Low,

A peak. A valley.

the colors of spring.

It makes you lousy. It makes you humble.
You climb You fall
With no shortcuts. While forgoing long cuts.

Red, yellow, pink! Grey, blue, black! It must cost you
You experience a rainbow You miss the moon something, otherwise
By collecting every blob. While counting the stars. it's not worth doing.

Afraid of losing, Afraid of giving up, —Sir Ian McKellen
Hardly preserving toembrace success, Relentlessly
avoiding failure,

It can’t be realized without failure. It always

precedes success




HOW TO BECOME A SUCCESSFUL YOUNG LEADER?

ANURAG SINGH
B.Sc. (H), Chemistry

Well, being a good leader is all up to you.
Having good leadership qualities is

the first and foremost thing that a leader should
possess.

The world needs young leaders to comprehend
the present world, the prerequisites, to put forward
new development ideas, and many more.

Now, how will you describe a good leader?
In a study, leadership qualities like adaptability,
intelligence, assertiveness, and conscientiousness
were cited as most important.

To become a good leader, a person should be
passionate, energetic, enthusiastic, inspiring,
and positive-minded. He should be able to
acknowledge and appreciate the works of his
followers, co-workers, and his team. So what can
we do to inculcate this appraisable leadership
quality to become effective and successful young
leaders?

Well, you can look up the following ways of
becoming a good leader and think about how
could you implement these strategies in your
daily life.

KNOW YOURSELF

The first thing is to understand what type of a
leader you are at present. What are your strengths?
What are your weaknesses? Once you have
identified these aspects, try to think whether these
characteristics are of help to you or hinder you in
being an effective leader. Know yourself and mark
out areas that need to be improved.
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ENCOURAGE YOUR FOLLOWERS.

A good leader always encourages his followers
to express their creativity. A successful leader
always offers new challenges with ample support
to bring out the creativity of his followers.

One way to incubate creativity is to offer
challenges to the team members such that they
stretch their limits but never become discouraged
by the walls to success. Their success will make you
a good leader in their eye.

BE PASSIONATE

Being passionate is of utmost importance
for a good leader. You can develop this quality by
thinking of different ways to express your zeal and
enthusiasm. You should be able to make people
know that you care about their progress. When
someone posits his ideas to other members of the
group, be sure to tell them how much you liked his
idea and contribution.

“A great leader’s courage to fulfill his vision
comes from passion, not position” - (John C.
Maxwell).

HAVE CHARISMATIC COMMUNICATION
SKILLS

To be a successful leader one should possess
charismatic communication skills. He should be
able to focus on one-on-one communication with his
followers. A leader should be able to communicate
the vision and goals to his team to motivate them

to achieve them efficiently. He should be able to




communicate in such a way so that he could make
his followers see what he is expecting to achieve.

“The art of communication is the language of
leadership” - (James Humes)

POSITIVE ATTITUDE

A team leader should always possess a good
positive attitude. If you have a poor attitude, how
can you expect the team members to be positive?
Well, to overcome this problem a leader should
always have a positive attitude which not only fuels
the leader but also encourages the team to keep
pressing on until they succeed

“Virtually nothing can stop a person with a
positive attitude who has his goal clearly in sight”
—(Denis Waitley).

OFFER REWARDS AND RECOGNITION.

One of the most important qualities of a
successful leader involves knowing that by offering
rewards and recognition to the teammates, a leader
can help the followers feel appreciated and happy.
And there is no doubt that a happy mind does

better work.

ALWAYS KEEP TRYING NEW IDEAS.

A good leader should actively solicit creative
suggestions. How often have you heard the phrase
‘that’s not the way to do it here? To be a successful
leader, one should always look up to new ideas that
can be implemented to inspire, and motivate the
group members. The role of a good leader is not to
have all the ideas but to create a field, a space where
his team members could put forth new ideas that
can be valued and implemented.

A leader who possesses the above-mentioned
qualities will become a successful leader. Today
world is becoming more competitive in every
sector. And to achieve success in today’s world
young leaders should demonstrate good leadership
qualities so as to motivate and inspire people to
develop to their best potential. Young minds can
bring up better techniques for development.

Thus, helping young people develop leadership
competencies makes them better able to solve
community problems and enhances their civic
participation (O’Brien and Kohlmeier,2003).

“A good leader is not a searcher for consensus, but
a molder of consensus” - (Martin Luther King Jr).

Without commitment you'll never start, but without
consistency you'll never finish.
Ease is a greater threat to progress than hardship.
--Denzel Washington
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FEBRUARY: WARM AND COLD

SUJAL SARAWAGI

B. Com. (H), Second Year

Challo Dilli.!

After writing the board exams back in 2020,
"Dilli dur nahi hai”, seemed like a very relatable
phrase. The result, surely, was another checkpoint
towards the finish line in this race of manifesting
the DU life. After tackling the hurdles viz. the first
three cutoffs, your lad made it!

My batchmates and I, however, sat in our
comfort zones in front of 13-inch screens, muting
and unmuting ourselves just for the sake of
saying the word ‘Present’. Away from the hassles
of traveling in the metro, looking for e-rickshaws,
gossiping over tea at Sudama’s and whatnot, there
we were, navigating through MS Teams, looking
for internet network at different spots in the house,
gulping down our helplessness with a cuppa.

After a year of gnawing at every possible
reason to visit the campus once, just once, here I
am, writing the beginning of my journey on Indigo
flight number GE 646, from Surat to Delhi.

Pushing the Gates Open

Throughout the journey to North Campus, I felt
a little uneasy. It was partly due to the hangover
from the previous night’s party but mainly because
of the jitters of walking through the college gate
for the first time. The rickshaw we took from
Vishwavidyalaya was like a chariot and we, Arjuns,
were getting pieces of advice and knowledge from
our Saarthi, Krishna, the chauffeur.

Students pacing to and fro, protesting mobs,
graffiti artwork, thrift shops, and food joints on the
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way to Hansraj College nudged my inner Kissago/
story-baaz, manifesting scenarios of what a normal
version of college life would have looked like.

The guard at the main gate gave us a suspicious
look for not carrying IDs but eventually smiled and
said, “Aap he ka college hai, bas sabse pehle admin
office jaake ID issue karwa lo”

To my right, flowers in the lush green lawns
were dazzling in the breezy sunlight; the 20th CE

architecture, the color of the building, its cracks
and folds, the establishment stone looked as if they
were expecting my arrival, waiting to receive my
share of love, to see my pupils dilate as I appreciated
the tantalizing beauty of its heritage.

One of the reasons that I've always been a
fan of the stories of the University of Delhi is the
welcoming nature of its components. The staff,
food stalls, rickshaws, flowers and trees, and most
importantly the dogs in DU Colleges, they were
right there; or were they?

Flash, the guardian of HRC, lurking around the
Lover’s Point came and sat next to me; shaking his
paw and petting him was probably a mandate in
return for his very warm ‘Khushamadeed’

After spending a good 62 minutes in the
corridors, feeling the rough patches on the
benches, bathing in the sun with the November
wind brushing past my hair, tasting the chai that
would be the most pious companion in the near
future, I took along a distinguished experience of a
lifetime: walking through the college gate for the

first time.




FINDING ANSWERS

VANSHIKA KALIA
B. A. (H) English, First Year

hat girl was sitting in front of the fire. The
Tatmosphere was very cold and she tried to
clutch her shawl closer to keep herself warm.
Thousands of pictures were flashing in her mind.
She thought of how she once saw the fire in a Yajna
in her childhood and while imitating her parents,
had burnt her finger. Her elder brother was so
worried that he shouted for help and then sprung
up to fetch Burnol only to apply it to her fingers. She
recalled herself crying and the pain and how quickly
it went away, leaving her to be the same agile one.

Then she recalled her Masi’s marriage and
how her beautiful Masi and her husband revolved
around the sacred fire. There were ladies singing
songs and dancing to the rhythm of the Dholak.
Then she recalled how Masi, before going with her
husband forever, turned and lifted her face to reflect
her eyes full of tears and how everybody cried with
her. Those mesmerizing images kept coming and
kept her engaged.

After that, she recalled a day when she went to
see the ‘Holika Dahan’ with her father. Her father
was so worried since a lot of people gathered there
and out of the fear of losing her amidst the crowd,
he held her hand tightly. She wanted to see what
was happening but those strangers blocked her
view. Suddenly, her father picked her up as a doll,
sensing her desire to see the ritual. She saw people
pouring water and revolving around a huge pile
of wood and cow dung cakes. Then somebody lit
the fire and it started burning. Initially, it was all

fun but the fire kept growing in size and she could

feel the heat on her face and skin. People started
withdrawing, and she too was dragged away from
the fire by her father. There was rejoice and fun as
she was told that the demoness was burnt but she
failed to understand.

She was going to Shimla on a school trip with
her friends. All of them were having fun and they
were singing La.La...LaaLaLaa, and the bus kept
running towards its destination. They reached
the hotel and they were served food and they all
took a rest. Evening was going to be fun as there
was an arrangement of a bonfire. She was looking
forward to this event. The sun set behind the
mighty himalayas and darkness started pervading.
Suddenly the atmosphere became colder and she,
along with all her friends dressed in dazzling
colourful clothes, gathered. The program started
with Antakshari followed by Dumb-Charades and
there was also a DJ organised. She had her share of
fun. At the end, the students started withdrawing
themselves to their hotel rooms, while she sat
there looking at the fire. The wood was still red
and provided enough warmth. She suddenly
started feeling sad. She tried to figure out if it was
homesickness or something else but she couldn’t.
She kept sitting there for almost an hour before
the red turned grey completely, but her heart’s
melancholy state persisted. She wanted answers to
her questions then. She still wants them, but life
seems to push her to explore more. Those questions
drive people in different directions and lead them to
travel to unexplored places.
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A LOVE LETTER TO WINTERS

SANJIVANIE BHALLA
B. A. (H) English, First Year

ne thing about me that shocks everyone is
Othat I am indeed deeply in love with winters.
The cold foggy mornings, the silence in the streets,
the layers upon layers of clothes, they all make my
sad little heart dance with joy. Nostalgia hangs
in the air in winters. The fog paints it all with a
hue of melancholy. The sky sits there day after day
staring down while everyone curses it for hiding
the sun in its pocket. The winter sun never shows
up when you need her but when she does, it's a
celebration. People step out for the first time in
weeks even for the slightest glimpse of her face.
Her golden rays touched your skin and warmed
your frozen heart, as she dazzled cities upon cities
of people whining about the cold.

Chai cupped in your hands, the warmth
seeping into your skin, reminds you of every sip
of chai you have ever tasted. Middays are spent
cooped up in your blankets looking at photos you
have seen a million times but still keep reaching
out for. Hours spent under the covers listening to
your favorite music, not a single ray of light seen
for days on end because you just refuse to step out
of your room. Never making your bed because “Ah
well I will be in the rajai in an hour anyway.”

However, there’s a certain mundanity in winters.
Being wrapped up in blankets in the middle of
the day digs a hole in your heart, screaming to be
filled with your youth. But your youth is messages
on WhatsApp and meets on Google. It's yearning
for touch and staying up till 3 for no reason. It's
taking pictures of little things every day to remind
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you a week later that you indeed lived this day
cause the days keep running into the next and
never stays for you to catch up. How odd it seems.
You have nothing to do all day and yet so much
to do. Your day starts and it ends and you don't
know where it went because you wake up late and
it's dark at 6. You just keep waiting for the next.
Tomorrow will be better. Tomorrow will be better.
You keep repeating that but as they say, tomorrow
never comes.

Winters own a part of my heart. They feel like
taking off a mask. The cold gives you an anonymity;
with a cap on my head and a mask (which is a
relatively new addition), no one recognizes you
when you are out and about. You are free. I will
always love winters no matter the amount of
seasonal sadness they bring me. At least the cold
is upfront about it.

"Spring passes and one
remembers one's innocence.
Ssummer passes and one
remembers one's exuberance.
Autumn passes and one
remembers one's reverence.
Winter passes and one remembers
one's perseverance."

- Yoko Ono




DELHI AROMAS

SAANJH
B. A. (H) Anthropology, First Year

The labyrinth of enchanting smells

In the small nooks and corners

The unnoticed performers of spells

Brewing indulgence on their faithful burners.

From the harmonious Tao

Of Saunf Chutney with Teekha Golgappa Pani
To the serenity of gentle foreplay

Between onion garnished Choley and Bhature.

The nostalgic scent of family restaurants of Karol Bagh
The grounding coolness of Shikanji fizz in Sarojini
The crowded stalls of evermore crowded Shahdara

And the replenishing cracks of Kachories in the
sweaty shopping aisles of Laxmi Nagar.

Though life breeds in a thousand places
There’s nothing like Delhi’s food embraces.

Beauty
isa
short-lived

tyranny.
- Socrates

THE WALKS WITH MY FATHER

SAANJH
B. A. (H) Anthropology, First Year

Badminton games between

Busy shop hours,

Reciting farcical tales from youth

Over a fatigue numbing whiskey glass.

Tired, tanned face

Serving the customers,

In the grilling oven

Of hot Indian summers.

The walk along the familiar route

Stirs up images, old, vivid and, mute,

Test anxiety, cow’s milk, the soothing grip of his hands
Diffused memories of distant past is all that stands.
Though time has nourished me

With the love of various men,

I still wistfully wait

For the walks with my father again.

RICH OR PGOR

AAYUSH SANGWAN
B. A. (H) English, First Year

You see, some flowers are middle-classed.
They are given vibrant, soft leaves

but lack that sweet smell which can

make every butterfly of the garden go crazy.
While some are born elite

like those roses draped in red of royalty
wear a scent which can enchant every
butterfly and bee.

So you see, everything is born poor or rich
and when you talk about beauty, I think

I am below the poverty line.




STANDING LIFE DEEP IN REGRET

AAYUSH SANGWAN
B. A. (H) English, First Year

You're knee-deep in regret tonight
paddling in its dark waters

towards a vague shore, your shirt is
drenched with agony sticking to

your body like grey paint to a wall,
there's a dark cloud above your head
embellishing dews on your eyelashes,
drops fall down your eyes when you blink
and I wonder if you're just wet or crying.

You're waist-deep in regret tonight and

the water is cold, the river bed is made of

jagged rocks of fears slitting your soles,

you move slow and do not pause,

the river eats you like a group of piranhas biting
through the meat to the bones, the blood makes
everything around you pitch black

that the night above looks like a day.

You're shoulder-deep in regret tonight

the river grabs your feet, tries to pull you inside,
you flap your hands like a pigeon tussling between
a cat's claws, the weight of emptiness crushing your
body, you struggle to escape the grip looking at the
shore which always appears a metre farther.

You're neck-deep in regret tonight, the water
floods inside your mouth the way a snake

slithers into a hole. You look at the shore

which is farther than before. You have been walking
backwards. You realise. Towards the abyss. You try
to run. You kick the water. Try to push it away. As
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if begging it to leave you alone. You look like the
hummingbird that flutters so fast and yet remains
at the same place.

You have drowned in regret tonight,

the river becomes a black hole, it siphons
every whit of light and darkness out of you.
As it finally untwines the knot of your being,
peace begins to cease the trembling

from head to toe.

APOTHEQSIS

RAGINI SHARMA
B.A. English (H), First Year

Fly me, break the embrace of cotton,
delicate apotheosis, kissing the sky,

sheer wings flaunt gold hearts,

flutter of feathers, shedding pain,

catch soft scars, dear kids,

story inked onto each as you dip,

into pots, and unto sheets,

most dreaded all life, most beautiful relief,
new skin glimmering, the sun doesn’t hurt anymore,
nor do eyes.

aching bed of cacti, probing,

soft blood slithering down,

reddening the green to roses.

Cover me in bubble wrap,

pop it one an hour,

my shield, rip away slowly,

wake me, not with startle,

till I live, let me take solace in sleep,
in the idea of death,
till I meet peace.




AN INCOMPLETE VERSE

ARUSHI SETHI
B. A. (H) English, First Year

The night knocked on my door with clenched fists
Holding incomplete verses from the yesterdays

I peeked outside from a little crack to ask,

"What is it, that you are here again?”

The dark eyes stared back, terribly old in age
The night had lived long enough by now
And see what brought it back today -

"An unfinished story, somehow.”

I opened the door, this time again

"Hand me over, I'l] finish off”, I said

I opened my palm, under its heavy breath
And it placed a timid verse on its edge

Unfinished verses, millions in number by then
Had the night brought back to me

I could not ever find the courage, yet

To complete those stories, unforeseen

And so, right then I placed the verse on my chest
To grieve with its void, to be able to write ahead
Yet alas, I knew I had to send the night away
That night that brings me verses to attend

I silently wrote, at last

And folded back on the old creases, again
I handed it over to the night, knowing
Knowing it'll come back again

The night will knock on my door soon
The moment it'll look at what I had penned

What more could I write ahead?
What more than three dots in the end?

WOULD YOU ACCOMPANY?

PRIYANSHU SHISHODIA
B. A. (H) Philosophy, First Year

An enigmatic eye endeavours your essence
This euphoric enigma enlightens my crescent
Maybe those bright colours could camouflage
My big smile swinging at the “Taj”

Taj is not towering anymore

I found you more appealing

Maybe those marvellous marble could magnify
My big blush above the sky

Let’s plan a vacation, to nowhere and every place
Would you accompany, in love and solace...?

How beautiful everything looks there
My crescent moon, the stars entwined
How magical everything looks here
My girl, her hair and peace defined.

If you want to be a writer...
search within. Consider the
contents of your own soul,
your humanity . And if you're
honest with yourself,
All is true.
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