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ABOUT THE EVENT: 

On September 13, 2025, Nishtha – The Civil Services Society of Hansraj College – organized an enlightening

dual session, कर्मण्य, at the Madan Mohan Malviya Auditorium, Library Building, Hansraj College. The event

was graced by the esteemed presence of Shri Sajjan Singh Yadav (IAS, Additional Secretary, Finance

Ministry, Govt. of India). This was followed by an insightful panel discussion featuring Ms. Srishti Gupta

(IRTS, UPSC CSE 2014 Batch, Lead at NCRTC, Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs) and Mr. Atyab Ali

Zaidi (Founder & Director, Exaministry, a mentorship-driven UPSC institute).

The program commenced with an opening address by Limkokshi and Swastik, setting a thoughtful tone for

the session. Distinguished guests included Dr. Rama, the Principal of Hansraj College, and Dr. Prabhanshu

Ojha, the respected Convener of Nishtha. The event began with a lamp-lighting ceremony led by Shri Sajjan

Singh Yadav, symbolizing an auspicious start.

Shri Sajjan Singh Yadav began his address by narrating his personal journey, sharing how his early life shaped

his ambition to join the civil services. He candidly spoke about the challenges faced during UPSC preparation,

including moments of self-doubt and failure, and emphasized that perseverance, discipline, and clarity of

purpose are the bedrock of success. Shri Yadav also shed light on the responsibilities of an IAS officer beyond

the perceived prestige, urging students to focus on the opportunity to serve society rather than the perks of the

job. His reflections encouraged aspirants to see civil services as a means of contributing to systemic change

rather than a mere career option. The session became more interactive as students posed several questions

about his experiences in various administrative roles, decision-making challenges, and work-life balance. Shri

Yadav patiently addressed each query, offering actionable suggestions such as cultivating curiosity, developing

analytical thinking, and reading widely to gain perspective

Following the keynote, the event moved into Session 2: "From Campus to Ministry – Preparing Early for Civil

Services" with an opening adressal by the anchors, Shruti and Yumn. Ms. Srishti Gupta described UPSC as a

“life-changing” opportunity and worked to bust common myths around the examination —

 

Speaker Session

27th March 2026

guidance and motivational support, making the session highly impactful and relatable.

The session became even more engaging during the interactive question-and-answer round, where students 

On March 27, 2026, Nishtha – the Civil Services Society of Hansraj College – organized an insightful and 
engaging speaker session titled “UPSC Unfiltered: Talk with an IAS Veteran” at the Madan Mohan Malviya 
Auditorium, Library Building. The session witnessed enthusiastic participation from students who aspire to 
join the civil services and were eager to gain a deeper understanding of the UPSC journey, its challenges, 
and the mindset required to succeed.

The event featured two distinguished and experienced speakers – Dr. Niten Chandra, a retired IAS officer 
with vast administrative experience, and Mr. Vishal Dewaan, Founder-CEO of Game of Toppers IAS and a 

others see it as a barrier, and this perception largely depends on one’s mindset and approach.
perspective that UPSC is perceived differently by individuals, while some view it as an opportunity for growth, 
misconceptions about the examination. One of the key takeaways from the discussion was Dr. Chandra’s 
actively participated by asking questions related to preparation strategies, time management, and common 

but due to fear and uncertainty, thereby motivating students to trust themselves and remain confident.

The session commenced at 12:40 PM with a warm and lively introduction by the anchors, Yashi and Swastik, 

hurdles. He also pointed out that many aspirants underestimate their potential not because of a lack of ability, 
self-doubt. He highlighted the importance of consistency, patience, and self-awareness in overcoming these 
from his own experiences, he spoke about common obstacles such as stress, distractions, fear of failure, and 
Dr. Niten Chandra followed with his valuable insights into the real-life challenges faced by aspirants. Drawing 

long-term goals despite setbacks.

well-known mentor to UPSC aspirants. Their combined insights provided students with both practical 

on academic effort, but also on mental strength, clarity of purpose, discipline, and consistent self-belief. He 
of UPSC preparation. He emphasized that success in such a demanding examination is not solely dependent 
Mr. Vishal Dewaan addressed the audience first, focusing primarily on the mental and emotional dimensions 

Dr. Prabhanshu Ojha, Convener of Nishtha, further added to the significance of the event.
who successfully created an engaging and interactive atmosphere right from the beginning. The presence of 

encouraged students to maintain a balanced approach, manage stress effectively, and stay focused on their 



– clarifying that success is not limited to IAS or IPS, that perks and salary are not the sole motivation, and that

every service is unique and allows officers to serve different ministries based on their capabilities. She stressed that

aspirants should develop habits and personality traits during college that will help them in interviews and in public

service later. Her advice to aspirants included : give mock tests regularly, Cut out unnecessary distractions and

wasted time & follow your passion and give preparation your all. Mr. Atyab Ali Zaidi was equally involved in the

panel as he added a practical dimension, sharing tips on balancing UPSC preparation with college life. He advised

students to dedicate 3–4 hours of quality time daily, practice question-solving through reverse engineering, use

newspapers and editorials as case studies, and maintain consistency. He also reminded students that “facts may be

right but the answer may be wrong,” highlighting the importance of critical thinking and answer-writing practice.

The session concluded with an engaging interaction where students posed diverse questions — from preparation

strategies to current administrative challenges — which were answered with practical insights by both speakers.

Overall, कर्मण्य proved to be an enlightening and motivating event that left students with not only clarity on the path

to civil services but also the inspiration to pursue it with dedication and purpose.
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them to stay determined, focused, and confident in their aspirations. Nishtha once again succeeded in 
provided students with a clearer and more realistic perspective on the UPSC journey but also inspired 
Overall, the session proved to be highly informative, motivating, and thought-provoking. It not only 
gratitude to the speakers, organizers, and participants.
fun and interaction. The winner was awarded a book, followed by a formal vote of thanks expressing 
The event concluded on a light and enjoyable note with a short quiz session, which added an element of 

creating a meaningful and enriching platform for students to learn, reflect, and grow.
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