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Name of the Event: Speaker Session
Date of the Event: 27th March 2026

Organise by: Nishtha- The Civil Services Society of Hansraj College

ABOUT THE EVENT:

On March 27, 2026, Nishtha — the Civil Services Society of Hansraj College — organized an insightful and
engaging speaker session titled “UPSC Unfiltered: Talk with an IAS Veteran” at the Madan Mohan Malviya
Auditorium, Library Building. The session witnessed enthusiastic participation from students who aspire to
join the civil services and were eager to gain a deeper understanding of the UPSC journey, its challenges,
and the mindset required to succeed.

The event featured two distinguished and experienced speakers — Dr. Niten Chandra, a retired IAS officer
with vast administrative experience, and Mr. Vishal Dewaan, Founder-CEO of Game of Toppers IAS and a
well-known mentor to UPSC aspirants. Their combined insights provided students with both practical
guidance and motivational support, making the session highly impactful and relatable.

The session commenced at 12:40 PM with a warm and lively introduction by the anchors, Yashi and Swastik,
who successfully created an engaging and interactive atmosphere right from the beginning. The presence of
Dr. Prabhanshu Ojha, Convener of Nishtha, further added to the significance of the event.

Mr. Vishal Dewaan addressed the audience first, focusing primarily on the mental and emotional dimensions
of UPSC preparation. He emphasized that success in such a demanding examination is not solely dependent
on academic effort, but also on mental strength, clarity of purpose, discipline, and consistent self-belief. He
encouraged students to maintain a balanced approach, manage stress effectively, and stay focused on their
long-term goals despite setbacks.

Dr. Niten Chandra followed with his valuable insights into the real-life challenges faced by aspirants. Drawing
from his own experiences, he spoke about common obstacles such as stress, distractions, fear of failure, and
self-doubt. He highlighted the importance of consistency, patience, and self-awareness in overcoming these
hurdles. He also pointed out that many aspirants underestimate their potential not because of a lack of ability,
but due to fear and uncertainty, thereby motivating students to trust themselves and remain confident.

The session became even more engaging during the interactive question-and-answer round, where students
actively participated by asking questions related to preparation strategies, time management, and common
misconceptions about the examination. One of the key takeaways from the discussion was Dr. Chandra’s
perspective that UPSC is perceived differently by individuals, while some view it as an opportunity for growth,
others see it as a barrier, and this perception largely depends on one’s mindset and approach.
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The event concluded on a light and enjoyable note with a short quiz session, which added an element of
fun and interaction. The winner was awarded a book, followed by a formal vote of thanks expressing
gratitude to the speakers, organizers, and participants.

Overall, the session proved to be highly informative, motivating, and thought-provoking. It not only
provided students with a clearer and more realistic perspective on the UPSC journey but also inspired
them to stay determined, focused, and confident in their aspirations. Nishtha once again succeeded in
creating a meaningful and enriching platform for students to learn, reflect, and grow.

PICTURES OF THE EVENT:
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