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Name of the Department/Society: English literary society
Name of the Event : Screening of The Shape of Water
Date of the Event:September 29, 2023

Convenor of the Department/Society: Meenakshi Malhotra

Description of the event

On September 29, 2023, the Hansraj College English Society hosted a screening of
Guillermo del Toro's "The Shape of Water." The event aimed to engage students
and film enthusiasts in a thoughtprovoking discussion. The film explores themes

of non-verbal communication, human creativity, scientific prejudice, poetic
justice, and the subjectivity of faith.

The film's unigue narrative style and its portrayal of the Cold War era's political
context added depth to the storyline. The ambiguous ending, a hallmaréf the
film, prompted spirited discussions about its interpretation. Notably, the movie's
artistic merits led to multiple Oscar wins, emphasising its cinematic excellence.

The director, Guillermo del Toro, is renowned for his ability to blend fantasy and
reality seamlessly, and "The Shape of Water" is no exception. The film's
captivating visual effects and production design transported the audience into a
world where the boundaries between the supernatural and the ordinary blurred.
Del Toro's meticulous atention to detail was evident in the mesmerising
underwater scenes, making them a highlight of the film.

Moreover, the performances of the cast were exceptional. Sally Hawkins, in the
lead role of Elisa, portrayed her character's mute communication with subtlety
and grace. Michael Shannon's portrayal of the film's antagonist, Richard
Strickland, was equally praiseworthy, adding depth to the themes of scientific
prejudice and societal biases.



