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2024-2025 

Name of the Event:  Future Smart Neglected and Underutilized Crops: A Case Study of Grasspea 

Organised by:SHAKTI Hansraj College 

Type of Event:International Seminar (Online) 

Inaugural Lecture by:Dr. Divya Rathi,Post Doctoral Fellow, University of Iowa, USA 

Date of the Event:Wednesday, 29th January 2025 

Duration / Event Timing:10:30 AM onwards 

Venue of the Event:Padma Bhushan Gyan Prakash Chopra Seminar Room, Hansraj College(Online 

mode) 

Name of Coordinator(s):Dr. Bhavana S. Jha 

Name of Convener: Dr. Jnaneswari Gellanki  

Name of Co-Convener: Dr. Ridhi Khurana 

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR SESSION  

SHAKTI an initiative of HRC DISHA under the aegis of the Internal Quality Assurance Cell 

(IQAC), Hansraj College, University of Delhi, organized an International Seminar Session titled 

“Future Smart Neglected and Underutilized Crops: A Case Study of Grasspea” on Wednesday, 29th 

January 2025, from 10:30 AM onwards. The seminar was conducted in online mode, with 

proceedings coordinated from the Padma Bhushan Gyan Prakash Chopra Seminar Room, Hansraj 

College. 

The seminar aimed to highlight the significance of neglected and underutilized crops in ensuring 

food security, sustainable agriculture, and climate resilience, with a special focus on grasspea as a 

future-smart crop. The session also aligned with SHAKTI’s vision of fostering inclusive academic 

discourse and encouraging interdisciplinary learning among students and faculty members. 

The inaugural lecture was delivered by Dr. Divya Rathi, Post Doctoral Fellow, University of Iowa, 

USA, who served as the resource person for the session. The event was convened by Dr. Preeti 

Dharmarha, Convener, HRC DISHA, and Dr. Jnaneswari Gellanki, Convener, SHAKTI, with Dr. 

Ridhi Khurana as the Co-Convener. The programme was coordinated by Dr. Bhavana S. Jha, 

Departmental Coordinator. 

During her lecture, Dr. Divya Rathi provided an insightful overview of the concept of future-smart 

crops, emphasizing the importance of revisiting traditional and underutilized crops in the context of 

global challenges such as climate change, nutritional insecurity, and sustainable farming practices. 

She discussed grasspea as a resilient crop with high adaptability to adverse climatic conditions and 

elaborated on its agronomic, nutritional, and socio-economic relevance. The speaker also addressed 
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ongoing research efforts, challenges associated with crop utilization, and the scope for scientific 

innovation in improving crop safety and productivity. 

The session witnessed active participation from students and faculty members across disciplines. The 

interactive discussion segment allowed participants to engage directly with the speaker, raising 

questions related to crop sustainability, research opportunities, and policy implications. Dr. Rathi 

addressed the queries comprehensively, making the session highly informative and engaging. 

The seminar successfully contributed to enhancing awareness about sustainable agricultural practices 

and the role of scientific research in national development. It reinforced SHAKTI’s commitment to 

promoting academic excellence, critical thinking, and gender-inclusive platforms for learning and 

dialogue. 

The event concluded with a vote of thanks to the speaker, conveners, coordinators, and participants 

for their valuable contributions and enthusiastic participation. 
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SESSION ATTENDANCE 
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