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Name of the Event: Alankaran'25
Date of the Event: 13th September 2025

Organise by: Nishtha- The Civil Services Society of Hansraj College

ABOUT THE EVENT:

On September 13, 2025, Nishtha — The Civil Services Society of Hansraj College — organized an enlightening
dual session, @HUY, at the Madan Mohan Malviya Auditorium, Library Building, Hansraj College. The event
was graced by the esteemed presence of Shri Sajjan Singh Yadav (IAS, Additional Secretary, Finance
Ministry, Govt. of India). This was followed by an insightful panel discussion featuring Ms. Srishti Gupta
(IRTS, UPSC CSE 2014 Batch, Lead at NCRTC, Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs) and Mr. Atyab Ali
Zaidi (Founder & Director, Exaministry, a mentorship-driven UPSC institute).

The program commenced with an opening address by Limkokshi and Swastik, setting a thoughtful tone for
the session. Distinguished guests included Dr. Rama, the Principal of Hansraj College, and Dr. Prabhanshu
Ojha, the respected Convener of Nishtha. The event began with a lamp-lighting ceremony led by Shri Sajjan

Singh Yadav, symbolizing an auspicious start.

Shri Sajjan Singh Yadav began his address by narrating his personal journey, sharing how his early life shaped
his ambition to join the civil services. He candidly spoke about the challenges faced during UPSC preparation,
including moments of self-doubt and failure, and emphasized that perseverance, discipline, and clarity of
purpose are the bedrock of success. Shri Yadav also shed light on the responsibilities of an IAS officer beyond
the perceived prestige, urging students to focus on the opportunity to serve society rather than the perks of the
job. His reflections encouraged aspirants to see civil services as a means of contributing to systemic change
rather than a mere career option. The session became more interactive as students posed several questions
about his experiences in various administrative roles, decision-making challenges, and work-life balance. Shri
Yadav patiently addressed each query, offering actionable suggestions such as cultivating curiosity, developing

analytical thinking, and reading widely to gain perspective

Following the keynote, the event moved into Session 2: "From Campus to Ministry — Preparing Early for Civil
Services" with an opening adressal by the anchors, Shruti and Yumn. Ms. Srishti Gupta described UPSC as a

“life-changing” opportunity and worked to bust common myths around the examination —
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— clarifying that success is not limited to IAS or IPS, that perks and salary are not the sole motivation, and that
every service is unique and allows officers to serve different ministries based on their capabilities. She stressed that
aspirants should develop habits and personality traits during college that will help them in interviews and in public
service later. Her advice to aspirants included : give mock tests regularly, Cut out unnecessary distractions and
wasted time & follow your passion and give preparation your all. Mr. Atyab Ali Zaidi was equally involved in the
panel as he added a practical dimension, sharing tips on balancing UPSC preparation with college life. He advised
students to dedicate 3-4 hours of quality time daily, practice question-solving through reverse engineering, use
newspapers and editorials as case studies, and maintain consistency. He also reminded students that “facts may be
right but the answer may be wrong,” highlighting the importance of critical thinking and answer-writing practice.
The session concluded with an engaging interaction where students posed diverse questions — from preparation

strategies to current administrative challenges — which were answered with practical insights by both speakers.

Overall, wHUT proved to be an enlightening and motivating event that left students with not only clarity on the path

to civil services but also the inspiration to pursue it with dedication and purpose.

PICTURES OF THE EVENT:
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