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Name of the Event: Heritage Walk

Organized by: SPIC MACAY Hansraj Chapter
Date of the Event: 7th Feb 2026

Duration/Event Timing: 8:30 AM Onwards
Venue of the Event: Purana Quila

Name of Convener: Dr. Kaveri Chakrabarty
Name of Co-Convener: Dr. Rangoli Bhatnagar
Name of Student President : Alok Kumar Mishra

SPIC MACAY Hansraj College Chapter: “Heritage Walk”

SPIC MACAY Hansraj Chapter had the pleasure of organizing a heritage walk through the majestic
Purana Quila on 7th February, 2026, offering a glimpse into the rich history of Delhi. The walk was
scheduled for 8:30 am, with participants being guided by Historian Ms. Aradhana Sinha.

The walk began at the Bada Darwaza, the main entrance to the fort, which showcases a blend of Persian
and Indian architectural styles. The gate is made of red sandstone and features arched openings, with
intricate carvings. The structure reflects the influence of Islamic and indigenous Indian styles,
characteristic of the Mughal era.

Next, the group visited the Talaqi Darwaza, also known as the "Forbidden Gate," which has a
fascinating story behind its name. According to legend, the gate was closed by Humayun's wife, Haji
Begum, after her husband's death, and it remained closed for many years. The gate is also associated
with a myth that it was the entrance to the fort during the time of the Pandavas. Locals believe that the
gate is haunted, and it's said that anyone who tries to open it will face bad luck.

The group then proceeded to the Kuhna Mosque, built by Sher Shah Suri in 1542, which is one of the
most important structures within the fort. The mosque's design features five arches and a central lawn.
The mosque was an important center for Islamic learning and prayer during the Mughal era. Its
construction marked a significant milestone in the development of Indo-Islamic architecture.

The walk continued to the Sher Mandal, a two-story octagonal tower that served as Emperor
Humayun's library and observatory. Participants learned about the tower's infamous history, as it's the
site where Humayun fell to his death while rushing to respond to a call for prayer. The tower's
architecture and design offer breathtaking views of the surrounding area.

The group also explored the baoli, or stepwell, within the fort, which is an impressive example of
medieval water management. The structure features a series of steps leading down to the water level,
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with beautiful carvings. The baoli was an essential source of water for the fort's inhabitants and played
a crucial role in the fort's defense system.

The Hammam Khana, or bathhouse, was the final stop on the heritage walk, offering a glimpse into
the luxurious lives of the royal family and nobles. Participants explored the arched rooms, admiring
the intricate carvings and ornate details, and learned about its importance for the fort's infrastructure.
The Hammam Khana was a social hub.

As the walk concluded, participants reflected on Delhi's rich culture and history and went back with
fond memories.
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HAVE EVERY CHILD EXPERIENCE THE INSPIRATION AND MYSTICISM EMBODIED IN INDIAN AND WORLD HERITAGE
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