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Name of the Event: Workshop on Guesstimates 

Organised by: Public Policy and Opinion Cell, Hansraj College 

Date of the Event: 20 January 2026 

Duration/Event Timing: 11:40 A.M. onwards 

Venue of the Event: C-204, Hansraj College 

Name of Coordinator(s): Vaibhav Khetan , Chitesh Kapoor , Kishlay Singh 

Name of Convener: Dr. BK Negi 

 

Event Description (About 250 Words): The Public Policy and Opinion Cell (PPOC), 
under the direction of the Knowledge and Development (K&D) heads, recently conducted a 
comprehensive workshop focused on “Mastering The Art of Guesstimates.” The primary 
objective of this session was to transform the way members approach complex, data-heavy 
questions by replacing "blind guessing" with a structured, logical framework.​
 
The workshop introduced a step-by-step method for dismantling large, intimidating problems 
into smaller, manageable pieces. Participants were taught to start by clearly defining the 
boundaries of a question to ensure no effort was wasted. From there, they learned to build a 
"logic tree," a visual way of breaking a single unknown value such as the total number of 
meals served in a university canteen into simpler factors like the number of students, the 
percentage who eat on campus, and the average frequency of their visits.​
 
A significant portion of the session focused on making “educated assumptions.” By using 
familiar reference points such as the approximate population of a city or the average size of 
an Indian household members learned how to fill in missing information confidently. Finally, 
the workshop emphasized the importance of a “sanity check,” teaching students to step back 
and evaluate whether their final answer aligned with real-world reality. 
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By practicing these techniques with real-world examples, members developed a disciplined 
way of thinking. This training has significantly enhanced the cell's ability to provide 
reasoned, evidence-based insights, even when faced with limited time or incomplete data. 
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