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SHORT STORIES

1. A Pair of Jazz Jeans - Heeba Aziz BA Programme, 1st Year

2.  Beyond the Filter - Meenu Kumari BA Hons. Sanskrit, 2nd Year
3.  The Paradox of Love - Kirti Sunda

POEMS

Cosmos - Shubhojeet Chatterjee MA English, 1st Year

Where Roses Learn to Bleed - Nikita Agrawal B.Com Hons.

The Waiting Room - Ravleen Kaur B.Sc. (Hons) Mathematics

The Exegesis of the Self - Shaurish Bhattacharjee BA (Hons) History, 1st year

4
5
6.  The Power Within — Khushi BA Programme, 2nd year
7
8
9

What's in the title - Shreyash ' Raahi’ Pandey B.Sc. (Hons) Electronic, 1st Year

10. Wings of Wax - Ravleen Kaur B.Sc (Hons) Mathematics
11.  The Sheathed Sword - Shubhojeet Chatterjee MA English, 1st Year

12.  About Myself - Nitin Gurjar MA History, 2nd year
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A Pair of Jazz Jeans
HEEBA AZIZ

BA Programme, 1st Year

For the last 3 months, I've been watching my
father go pale and dozing with his mouth open.
This sight was filling my heart with fear, yet I didn’t
feel like saying this to him and to myself as well.

Now, it’s been 1 month since my dad was making
time for me in the evenings. I always saw him
laughing and making cute, silly jokes. He wanted
me to be an adventurous, fun-loving, and easy-
going person just the way he was. Every Sunday,
he would take me to the streets of Westminster
Abbey, and then we would be laughing and eating
at Smithfield neighbourhood. My father, Raghavan
Naidu, came from an orthodox Hindu family, yet he
was not at all an orthodox person. He was more of
a patriotic person. He taught me Tamil and Hindi
and always reminded me of being an Indian. My
tongue sang the national anthem before spelling
any religious text.

My father’s personality never matched his
job. However, he was phenomenally successful in
his field. He was a renowned lawyer and a senior
professor at the London School of Economics and
Law.

It was a beautiful Friday morning, and the
Sun was dazzling like gold flames. My heart was
pounding with excitement. The flipped page of the
calendar that said 24 August 1934 was casting
footprints of new beginnings. I was calm and
anxious at the same moment. Finally, the Sun’s
shadow marked 1 PM, and the doorbell rang. With
my shaking little fingers, I opened the door.

“Aww, my little daughter”, my dad’s friend
hugged me tightly. I felt coziness in his arms, the
way I used to feel in my dad’s arms. But neither of

the two was the same person- neither me nor my
dad.

The smell of my dad’s shirt, his glittering eyes,
and a broad, shining smile. His tender kiss on my
forehead always made me feel that he was proud
of me, even if I had not achieved anything. He was
alive and forever will be. Clothes hold memories,
and this was something I learnt from him. However,
he never talked of this.

That pair of jazz costume jeans that always
hung at his room’s door was like a monument,
full of curiosity and assumptions for me. He never
threw them away, nor did he ever talk to me about
that. He never kept that inside a cupboard. The only
time he placed that safely after ironing properly
was when he got sick 2 months before.

I always obeyed my dad and adhered to whatever
he said. I left everything the way they were. His
words were flittering in my ears- “You don’t need
to hold onto the things. For life goes not backward
nor tarries with yesterday. Whenever you are about
to step into a new world, discard everything behind.
For you are already carrying the soul, you don’t
need to carry the body.”

Iyer uncle was sitting in the lawn with a cigar
in his hand, giving me gestures with his eyes to be
ready. We will be leaving soon for India.

Iyer uncle was not a new face for me. I had
met him before on a Christmas Eve. He is a loving
and caring person, but his jolliness sometimes
becomes a trap for him. It was he who revealed
that 'm adopted and my dad never married. On
that Christmas Eve, we were laughing and making
fun of my dad. My dad was telling me that my eyes
resembled those of my mother. Iyer uncle laughed
profusely while sprinkling wine from his mouth, “A
woman!! Do you even know a woman personally?”
While laughing, he patted hard on my dad’s back
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and said, “We got this cute little brat from Church,
man.”

This made me sick for a whole week, and after
that, my dad never let me talk to Iyer uncle. I was
12 at that time, but now I'm 19, and this fact never
affected my dad or me. I don’t hate Iyer uncle,
instead I love him because he has always treated
me like his own daughter.

I stepped out with my uncle, but my inner self
told me to take a last look at those jazz jeans that
were too close to my dad. I opened the cupboard and
touched those jeans for the first and the last time.
Surprisingly, I got an old, brown, small, creased
piece of paper. It said, “Ellie, I'll be joining you at the
airport.” Along with that, I got a photograph of my
dad with a smiling woman in a jazz dance costume.
They were holding a trophy together, and names
were written at the end of the picture- Raghavan
Naidu and Ellie Johnson, 1866, Bombay. The picture
was taken at the time of a dance competition.

With so many wondering thoughts and
unanswered questions, I decided to leave. I left the

things in their respective positions and took my
dad’s black robe with me. It was my dad’s identity,
and so will be mine.

On our way to India, I enjoyed myself crazily
with my uncle. His funny comic timing and sense of
humour were enough to make a dead person laugh.
He talked about my dad’s college years. He was a
student with oily hair. He was a bookworm, and so
was a topper. He never liked social gatherings, and
how he had completely transformed into an entirely
different person. We reached India- my nation, my
home!

The next morning, I left for Bombay. It was my
first day at Government Law College, Bombay, and
obviously, [ was immensely nervous to step into my
college life.

My first professor was an old woman, maybe
in her late 80s. Although her face was English, she
was Indian in her behaviour. Draped in a khadi
saree, serious in her tone, she introduced herself-

“I'm Ellie Johnson, and I'll be teaching you the
Constitutional law of India....”

BEYOND THE FILTER

MEENU KUMARI
BA Hons. Sanskrit, 2nd Year

When Ananya posted her picture, it was
simple- no heavy filters, no perfect lighting. Just
her, smiling after a long day. Within minutes, the
comments appeared. "Try a better filter.” "You'd
look better if you lost some weight.” Her smile
faded.

She started noticing flaws she had never cared
about before. How could a few strangers make her
question herself so easily?

The next day, she overheard classmates
laughing at someone else’s photo online. That's
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when she understood - people are quick to judge
a face on a screen, but they rarely think about
the heart behind it. And when someone writes
something cruel, they reveal their own character,
not someone else’s flaws.

That evening, Ananya looked at her picture
again. This time, she saw strength, effort, and
dreams. She didn't delete the photo. She turned off
the comments. Because beauty isn't decided in a
comment section. It's decided by how you choose
to see yourself.
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THE PARADOX OF LOVE

KIRTI SUNDA

An old woman... in search of the love she lost after the sudden death of her husband.

While taking off her bangles, she looked at him one last time with eyes full of hope, and as she said goodbye,
she gathered all her hopes back into herself.

Today, I heard the echo of her lost hope when she said —

“Why hasn’t science invented something miraculous yet, something that could bring a dead person back to
us after a year or two?

“Why hasn’t such a wondrous invention been made?”

“Today, I am left alone, and he has gone, leaving me behind—alone in this crowd where I feel isolated even
among so many people.”

Now, even that village feels unfamiliar to her, and the house they built together through countless
responsibilities has also become a stranger because a home is not made of walls and decorations, but of the
people you love.

Why does nature bring two people so close if life is destined to be divided into two separate parts?

Why does it show dreams to two souls who begin their life's journey together but can never end it together?

COSMOS

SHUBHOJEET CHATTERJEE
MA English, 1st Year

The vast cosmos beckons me, The vast cosmos beckons me.
Sprawling, spiralling, sublime. I do not want to be an astronaut.
The magnificent radiance of the stars, Looking into the night sky, I realize
It calls me. The stars are calling me.

The vast cosmos beckons me, So I answer

The devouring black holes, And leap,

The exploding supernovas, Free, free,

The invisible dark matter, Falling eternally.

I was meant to be in their midst. Into the welcoming embrace

The vast cosmos beckons me, Of the glittering stars,

Made from the atoms created Reuniting with my origin,

Through the Big Bang, An immortal canvas with a speck of dirt.
My body yearns for the grand spectacle, I belong here.

To reunite with the particles it came from. I have come.

The vast cosmos beckons me, And I will stay here,

This planet of mine, Where I belong.

Evolving over a billion years, The vast cosmos beckons me.

Is too small to contain me. The vast cosmos beckons me.
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WHERE ROSES LEARN TO BLEED

NIKITA AGRAWAL

B.Com Hons.

I saw a garden with a bunch of roses,

Wanted to pluck one,

But it would be hurt if chosen.

The lamenting echoes of them,

Or the thorn that would hurt me.

It cries in pain

For me not to be drained

In their bloodshed.

I walked across,

Hearing their screams

Or watching their dullness.

It falls,

Falls from the crown of beauty.

The mesmerizing feeling, yet to not be guilty.
Without greenery around to grow,

Will there be any morrow?

Their lushness in the surroundings was nowhere to
absorb.

The vibrant petals were all dead for sure.

The thorns in them had cut themselves,

To be seen in the mirror with bruises on them.
The deeply strived bud was now gloomy once again.
To be the flower, it needs water,

Rays of hope that will matter,

To grow and forgo their sorrow.

At last, the vibrancy can be returned,

And they will blossom the next morrow.
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THE POWER WITHIN

KHUSHI

BA Programme, 2nd year

I am not made of fear and doubt,

I am the voice that speaks out loud.
Through silent nights and tiring days,
I find my strength in quiet ways.

I stumble, fall, and rise again,
Learning hope from loss and pain.
Every step, though slow and small,
Still teaches me not to fall.

The world may test my will each day,
Yet I choose light along my way.

For deep inside, I always find

A brave heart and a determined mind.

THE WAITING ROOM

RAVLEEN KAUR
B.Sc. (Hons) Mathematics

And I saw him again

not daring to get in,

just struggling to stand still,

trying to face the storms that reside within,
within the room,

or within him.

The curtains inside

still flutter when the breeze comes.

The doormat still hates being stepped on.
The walls still breathe the air caged for years.
The frame still waits, a memory of then.
There’s something that calls to him,
every day, for years.

There’s something that stops him,
every night, for years.

And I see him every day,

still trying to stand still,

and not daring to get in.
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THE EXEGESIS OF THE SELF

SHAURISH BHATTACHAR]JEE
BA (Hons) History, 1st year

Ointhebrilliant cloud-shrouded night of Bhadrapada,
When the brilliant country of Gokula was abound
with the grace of Indra,

I lay out of the hut to tend to the sheep

A quant night perturbed by the disgrace of downpour
of the nimbus.

The son of Vasudeva, I saw

Lifted his flute to his crimson lips & poured his
serene breath into the hollow reeds of the tube.

As the melody flowed to my ears,

My senses were washed with the elixir of his breath...
A tranquil smile fashioned my pale face

My eyes couldn't move away from his effulgent dark
body,

His arched brows that felt like a crescent moon,

His eyes that felt like petals of a splendid lotus,

His nose that felt like Mount Meru,

His lips that felt like a half-cut leaf of Basil

The melody of his symphony veiled the sound of the
falling clouds

Rivers flowed with the rhythm and

Cows walked towards the dark-skinned one.

Dreams abound the sleeping ones and

The moon lit up the clouds

The air added words to the music and

The wet grass added an aroma to his musical play

I listen to his melody with a quaint smile

Fixating my eyes on his crimson lips

I rest myself on the wet grass...

The more my ears experienced the nectar that was
his rhythm

The less I could experience any other rhythm

The breeze didn't touch me

The rain didn't hit me

The moon didn't illuminate me

All I saw was him and him and him alone

I saw him in the silence between my breaths

I saw him in the darkness of my blink

I saw him in the flickering screen of the rain

I saw him in the kernel of my thoughts

I saw him and him and him alone

The one with the peacock feather overtook me
My senses paled and trickled down

Into the endless void of the world of senses

A serene feeling hit me

A Feeling of ecstatic union with the melody of the
lotus-eyed one

I lay down on the bare grass...

My ears are gone, but I hear his flute

My hands are gone, but I touch his radiant self
My eyes are gone, but I gaze at his brilliance
My nose is gone, but I smell his fragrant form

His melody united with my senses,
The air my breath..the flute my limbs...
the rain my tears..the grass my skin...
The cows my conscience &
Madhava, my self...
I am proud of myself for being witness to my
liberation...
A shepherd who realised the oneness of his form
A great man who experienced truth
A great man who experienced consciousness
A great man who experienced bliss
My self was the great self, I boasted
Languidly however, I rid myself of the thoughts of
such
My conscience was washed with the knowledge of
his grace
The feeling of myself left myself...
And then I lay at the lotus feet of the singer of the
transcendental symphony.
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WHAT'S IN THE TITLE

SHREYASH 'RAAHI' PANDEY

B.SC. (Hons) Electronic, 1st Year

The sun will shine on us again.

Our paths will eventually be clearer,

Our lives will ultimately prosper.

Opportunities and destiny favour the brave,

even if the route is concave,
The divine will keep us safe.

Lost queen in chess can be regained,
Lost chances in life can be reframed.
Pleasant past can be relived once again,
Past glory can be retrieved once again.

The sun will rise on us again.

WINGS OF WAX

RAVLEEN KAUR

B.Sc (Hons) Mathematics

Ascending through cold,
Fraying the fog.

We rise. We reign.

The feathers are ready,

To rule over the sky.

Not everything came along
an essence of mine
nowhere to be found

It chose to stay behind.
When fighting with cold,
Something quivered through ice.
Slicing the fog

Yet

Bearing something,

Deep within,

Crafting, Holding

the Feathers

which need to survive.
Eventually,

Emerging,
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Uncovering the feathers,
It hides.

It stays behind.

In shallows

In chaos

Deep within

Shunning the heights.

THE SHEATHED SWORD

SHUBHOJEET CHATTER]EE
MA English, 1st Year

I did not like to talk much. I still do not.

But one day, when, as was usual for me, I fell ill, fever
took hold of me.

Cough and cold followed.

I lamented, but diligently did everything

To recover a little sooner.

I got close to getting better.

But on the day my fever left me,

It took my voice away as well.

I had never liked my voice. I rarely used it,
Keeping my thoughts to myself.

My mind, a steel trap.

My lips, a welded door.

But only when something leaves you

Do you recognize its true value.

I realized now that even if I wanted to,

I could not speak out my thoughts.

Of course, the situation was not catastrophic.
It was just a little laryngitis.

A little saltwater gargle, some rest,

And all would be fine.

But I understood a tenet that day.

It is not about using the sword.

It is about possessing the sword.

For that split second that day,

I felt that I had become mute forever.

I did not feel regret at all the times I did not use my voice.
I did not lament that I had not learned to use it better.
I only felt that

Silence is not as beautiful as it seems

When it is no longer a choice.
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ABOUT MYSELF

NITIN GURJAR
MA History, 2nd year

Full of Anger, full of Hunger

Full of Jealousy, Full of Fallacy

Yet, I am a Human.

Full of Arrogance, Full of Ignorance
Full of Laziness, Full of Lust

Yet, I am a Human.

Full of Desires, Full of Bizarre

Full of Vengeance, Full of Negatives
Yet, I am a Human.

Full of Nervousness, Full of Sadness
Full of Depression, Full of stress

Yet, I am a Human.

Full of Ego, Full of Dark

Full of attitude, Full of Non-gratitude
Yet, I am a Human.

Full of fear, Full of Uncertainties

Full of sleep, Full of Dreams

Yet, I am a Human.

Full of Diseases, Full of Drugs (Medicine)
Full of Shame, Full of Guilt

Yet, I am a Human.

This all is Mine, That’s why I am human.

THE FROST THAT DIDN'T
TOUCH HIM

RAVI RA)

Physics Hons, 2nd year

Have you ever seen a man in a red jacket
swinging in a park all alone?

It was the coldest midnight of November —
I saw him from my balcony.

Maybe he needed a break,

or an escape from the comforts of a blanket,
or maybe some moonlight —

maybe anything.

I wouldn’t know.

But I could feel the emptiness there — complete

silence.

Trees asleep.

No birds to sing.

No dogs to bark.

Only a man with voices in his head.

I wondered how one could be so serene

on such a bone-chilling, frosty night.

Yet it was hypnotic to watch him

go back and forth on that swing.

I stood on the balcony for two or three minutes.
I wanted to stay more —

but I was frozen from head to toe.

I ran back inside, leaving him

with the full moon and a few stars.

And I still think —

how did he survive that cold spell so effortlessly
when I couldn’t stand it for two minutes?
Maybe it was the warmth

of that Red Jacket

that I was missing.

WHEN THE DAY FALLS

NIKITA AGRAWAL

B.com Hons

When everything's down, streets are silent.
The daylight falls,

And there are stars in the sky that are glowing bright.

The light of the moon attracts me,
Embellishing the darkness of that night.
I need to sleep,

But romanticizing the night,
Dwelling in my utopian dreams,
With a perfect blend of everything

I could ever find, like a silver dream.
In my hand, there's a pearl,

Rousing me to a swirl.

The night is comforting,

A warm hug.

I need to sleep

And forget this realm.
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POWERLESS

SHUBHOJEET CHATTERJEE

The bedsheets were wet.

His feet were sprawled.

He was red all over.

The fan had stopped.

The AC was broken.

The cooler non-existent.

He was stripped to his boxers,
Yet he dripped like a dog.

The power cut was long.

The wait felt longer.

The windows were open,

Yet no relief was found.
Finally, the power came back,
And with a click,

The fan started to whir.

But before he could feel the wind,
He heard the sound of his heart stopping.
As the fan clicked and whirled,
It stopped after two rotations.
The situation was unbearable.
The suffocation was laid bare.
He let out a silent scream.

The rage was building up.

He was ready to kill,

Prepared to fight.

He picked up his phone,

Ready to dial.

He could feel

The power company bending his will supreme.

Sleep would be heavenly.
He would prevail.

Yet as he input the digits,
He set his eyes on the table.
He saw unread mails,

The bane of his existence.
A dread rose up.

A chill set in.
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Yet no contentment was found,
For he found an unpaid bill.
In the end,

Money was the answer,

As it always is.

The phone rang.

While the anger left him,

It rang,

Taking the heat with it.

As the man said hello, he said,
"I want to pay my bill."

The man said, "OK."

As the balance dropped,

The power was restored.

He had survived the heat,

But he did not feel hot at all.

STAR

NIKITA AGRAWAL

B.com Hons

I was gazing at the stars,

Impressed by their beauty,

Admiring them in bliss.

The shine they emit empowers me

To outshine and rule the world.

They are very far from us,

But their beauty, the aura they behold, spreads
everywhere,

Absorbed within me,

Mesmerizing me with their spark.

I want to be a star,

To be looked at by everyone

And be independent, having my own light, my
strength.
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A LETTER FROM A DAUGHTER
TO HER MOTHER

KIRTI SUNDA

I'm grateful for you today and everyday.

For the stories we wrote while waking together,
For the displeasure she sensed without being told,
For the joys that were hers and she wrote into my
destiny,

I'm grateful for you today and everyday.

For the immense light she gave me,

For the sleepless nights she spent for me,

For the food made by those hands,

I'm grateful for you today and everyday.

For the home she decorated for me, bit by bit,

For the feeling of security I only found in her arms,
For the countless expenses she bore for me without
second thought,

I'm grateful for you today and everyday.

For the life she adorned for me like a star,

for the womb that brought me into this world.

CHILIKA IN FRAGMENTS

HANSIKA SAHU

B.Com (Hons) Il Year

I try to remember a fading memory

The pages, the pictures, the poets I once knew.
In my mind, the water remains still,
Shimmering in pink, sometimes green,

With a brackish black hue.

Was it Sahityaka or perhaps Ama Sahitya?

A fragile textbook, its pages thinning with time,
Yet strong enough to unlock a desire in my mind.I
recall the glimpses, the Greater Flamingos,

Ten, maybe twelve, hovering over Chilika,

A blush upon the blue.

Grade-school Odia is a forgotten lingo,

Yet I find my soul in this wild view.

In my homeland lies a secret best kept.

I feel a pull towards Chilika,

Like the guests from Siberia, Russia, and Mongolia,
While the rest of the world sleeps.

I think of Maa Kalijai, the island, her mysteries.

I think of the boat on that cyclone-torn day

Was it an accident? A conspiracy by foes?

Or a legend altogether?

Only She knows.

Author’s Note:

This poem explores the nostalgia of childhood Odia
textbooks (Sahityaka) and reflects on the loss of
linguistic fluency in Odia, contrasted against an
instinctive bond with the land. The verses are at
Chilika, Asia’s largest saltwater lagoon.

UNSPOKEN!

NIKITA AGRAWAL

B.Com Hons

Not a word uttered,

Yet those silences listened.

Nothing was shaken nor broken,

But everything was quiet,

Like a stillness embraced.

The morning glows so bright,

Bringing a beauty to gaze at,

Of the calmness that paves.

A cold breeze that blows,

And a drowsy sleep it borrows.

Alone to watch this sunset,

But not lonely to praise the beauty that it bears.
A melodious tune to soothe the mind,
After which everything felt too light.
As time passes, it all went dark,
Questioning me to believe a dream
Rather than the reality of the extremes.
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THE BURDEN OF CHOICE

SHUBHOJEET CHATTERJEE
MA English, Year 1

Why do I have the burden of free will?

Freedom is an illusion.

My existence was not my choice.

Why could I not be an ignorant puppet?

A sack of flesh and blood, running on autopilot.
Take my freedom of thought.

Give me an anchor, a purpose.

Make me a robotic slave.

I do not want to be human anymore,

For to be human is the hardest thing in the world.

All I want

Is one true choice,

Either give me the freedom to live as I please,
Or make me a puppet I live to please.

The freedom I am looking for is not illusionary.
It is true freedom,

Where I am not burdened

By society and the world,

Where my only restrictions are my thoughts.

It is a greedy desire,

But that is what I truly wish.

Either I truly have a choice,

Or I have nothing at all.

A puppet would be

The more economical choice.

No wants or whining,

Just an obedient order obeyer.

But if you make me a puppet, do not make me
defective.

Make me perform the functions you designed me to.
Do not leave any extra space for anything.

A puppet should not have aimless wandering

Or useless thoughts.

A puppet is not made to ponder. He is a product.
Does it matter if his goal is manufactured?

No. A purpose is a purpose.

I would rather be a puppet

Than to have no purpose at all.

I would rather have no free will

Than to wander around lost.

A SAILOR’S POEM

SHREYASH ' RAAHI ' PANDEY

B.SC Hons Electronic, year 1

Starry night, sailing was I,

All alone, with a dull sigh.
Nothing I knew,

Nothing I had,

Saw people passing by,

Watched them with a vibrant eye.
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They picked me up and nurtured me like their own,
I don't know what they had sown.

One day, they left me to a new world,

With some sprout in me.

New people picked me,

"What healthy roots in thee!”
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THE BUTTON (OR GALACTIC PARK)

SHUBHOJEET CHATTERJEE

The human experience,

It is sickening.

What does it mean to be human?
To laugh, to love, to live.

To cry, to hate, to die.

To rage, to crave, to harm.

To reconcile, to give, to help.

Yes, it is a veritable kaleidoscope,
A cornucopia of experiences.

Yet it is pathetic.

It is disgusting.

I am sick to my core.

At the multitude of humanity.

Yes, I too am human, and I detest myself too.

I do not exclude myself from my hate.
It is all-encompassing.

Which is why I have decided

To take up the offer

That was made available to me.

In two minutes,

The Earth will be gone.

It will collapse into itself,

Forming a black hole.

You see,

A group of intergalactic aliens
Wanted to build a true star park,

So they decided to empty out

A bit of space.

Our solar system was the perfect size.

The planets were a bit of an eyesore, though.

They needed to go.

But it was not complicated.

They just needed an origin point
For the upcoming destruction.

So, they picked a planet at random

And landed on Earth,

MA English, Year 1

As it was the most colorful.
Collapse it into a black hole,

And the powerful gravitational force

Shifts the orbits—

A chain reaction.

And soon, the planets were gone.
The aliens saved the Sun

And Saturn’s rings, too.
After all,

The park needed some local culture

For the tourists.

But intergalactic law requires
A local volunteer.

And lo and behold,

There was I,

Just the man for the job.

The offer was simple.

I could safely leave Earth

And tour the universe

If I managed to collapse the planet.
I get a universal tour,

And humanity is no more.

Our motivations were different,
But the objective was the same.
Destroy the planet.

Enjoy the glorious moment.
Collect my payment.

And be on my way.

It was a splendid offer.

The technology was there.

The expenses were all paid.
The galaxies calling me.

All T had to do was

Press a button.

So, I did it.

Wouldn’t you?

EUUS B
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THE FLICKER

RAVLEEN KAUR, B.SC. (HONS) MATHEMATICS

It was a gloomy day. All she was left with were the unread words.
The sky was lit, yet vague, a haze of tears falling to the ground. Maybe she already knew what they were.
It seemed the clouds were finally letting go of what they'd Maybe she already knew how they’d feel

held for so long. like blazing sunlight just after rain.

Water, it may seem, but deep down, it was everything the But all she wanted... was a flicker of warmth in this fog.
little girl had ever aspired to. All she feared was the rumble of the approaching bus.
And yet, all she felt was the warmth of a streetlight. And all she longed for

A lamp flickered nearby. For a moment, it comforted her... was the flickering light she once felt,

But soon, it too left her. if only for a moment.

WHY YOUR 200MP CAMERA STILL TAKES POTATO QUALITY PHOTOS?

HANSIKA SAHU, B.COM HONS, Il YEAR

Buying tech in 2026 feels more like a sport than experiencing that shopping dopamine. It happened to me twice.
First, when I was hunting for a laptop for college, and recently, when I needed a new phone. I thought I was smart.
I looked at the RAM, the storage, and how shiny the back panel was. But I soon learned that specification sheets are
like dating profiles; they highlight the gym selfies and conveniently hide the emotional baggage.

After drowning in a sea of specifications, I realized one universal truth - The Processor is King. Everything else
is just a court jester.

So, what exactly is this magic chip? For those who think a ‘Core’ is just an ab workout, let me explain by
referencing my culinary obsession. Think of your phone as a restaurant kitchen. The Processor (SoC) is the lead chef.
The cores are the number of cooks in the kitchen. More cooks (8-core) means you can chop veggies and knead dough
at the same time.

Clock speed (GHz) determines how fast those cooks are working. RAM is the kitchen counter. The bigger it is, the
more plates you can have out before things start falling on the floor. If you have a slow, lazy Chef (a bad processor), it
doesn't matter if you have a massive kitchen (12GB RAM) or the fanciest ingredients (200MP Camera) - your dinner
is still going to be late and burnt.

My search for a new phone started on YouTube, but that just left me more confused, so I used Al tools like
Gemini dig into the actual user complaints. I found that certain models of Samsung A series often acts like a pocket
heater because of its Exynos chip, while OnePlus is still haunted by that scary green line display issue, so much
so that the company offers lifetime replacement for this (I have read all their notifications, I know I'm desperate),
Redmi and Realme just did not feel like my taste, Motorola tends to start lagging after a year, and Apple’s battery
life is about as reliable as a friend who says “I'm five minutes away”. But they are not.

Through all this, I learned that the chip inside matters most: Snapdragon is usually the safe, reliable choice,
and MediaTek has surprisingly caught up to become a strong contender, but you generally want to avoid Samsung’s
Exynos chips unless you enjoy paying a premium price for a phone that runs hot.

Geekbench vs. AnTuTu. You'll see these numbers thrown around in video reviews on YouTube. So, how to
actually interpret them so you don't get scammed? Well, think of Geekbench as an IQ test for the ‘Chef’ (Processor).
Single-Core Score is important for scrolling Instagram or opening apps, while Multi-Core Score is important for

; :‘?:’:‘ - u m
Nt Reeell RvaRaea



IS UEDT ‘& 2026

gaming or editing videos. Rule of Thumb: Higher is better. If a phone costs 50k but has a lower Geekbench score
than a 40k phone, run away, ak.a. swipe left. AnTuTu is a full-body physical exam. It tests everything from CPU,
GPU (graphics), Memory, to UX (user experience). A score of 1 Million+ is the sweet spot in 2026. Anything below
500k will likely cause lag problems.

The biggest lie that I used to believe earlier was that more megapixels automatically mean better photos. I found
out the hard way that a 200MP camera on a xyz phone usually takes worse pictures than an old 12MP iPhone.
The reason behind this is the ISP (Image Signal Processor), which is a tiny part of the main chip that acts like a
digital artist. A good processor takes the raw data and instantly turns it into a vibrant, crisp photo, while a weak
one struggles to handle all those pixels, leaving you with ‘shutter lag’ and grainy, washed-out images. This is why
brands like Apple and Google can use smaller numbers but still destroy the competition.

So, when you're buying your next device, don't get blinded by the shiny numbers on the box. Check the processor
and the benchmarks first, because a fancy kitchen means nothing if the chef burns the water.

THE X FACTOR

NITESH SAHU, BA HONS ENGLISH, 1ST YEAR

From dawn to dusk, we are chasing behind the art
of perfection, oblivious of the faded charm within. We
endeavour to clinch every possible milestone, even after
grasping the incongruity beneath the rationale. Round
the clock, we are labouring back-creakingly for being the
TOP NOTCH, relinquishing the vital spark in our lives.

In every instance, we auto-populate our nerves
with a relentless yearning for whimsical dazzles and
niches of life in an overzealous approach, ending up
weary of the trudge.

IS THIS THE TRUTH OF LIFE?

We often encounter certain exposures that enfeeble
our robustness and zest for accomplishing the ends.

SOCIAL MEDIA is one of the ineluctable proprietors
behind this excruciation.

We see ourselves falling apart whenever we spar
the icon out of boredom.

We scroll on Instagram to check out people thriving.
We glance at YouTube just to find the audience in elation
at the countenance of supposed authentic reactors. We
skim through Facebook to gape at the exuberance and
grin deluging their faces.

Amid the exposure, we raise questions about our
worthiness, craving for peer validation, and sweating
blood to muster words of affirmation from the followers
who are masquerading as well-wishers.

WHAT A SHAM!! (Phew...)

Does that mean we should give in? The obvious

says NOPE!!

We need to rewire our minds with the fact that
amid the rat race for superfluous ambitions, we tend
to overlook the gentle buoyancy of being that has
blanketed us.

We are often turning a blind eye to the vicissitudes
of life, engendered by unseen tides of one's action,
gnawing our grit with every step towards astray.

Try to embrace your life and relentlessly step into
every possible opportunity that will tout your wits and
inquisitiveness to reach an overarching summit.

Just grab the opportunities without thinking of the
ends and adopt a sanguine approach to every worst-
case scenario pelting you with self-doubts, insecurities,
and inferiority complexes because you are potent
enough to be the 1 per cent, to be the charm in oneself,
to be the all-season winner.

The Bottom Line:

I'm not a spear header who would bestow ailment
by allaying the dubiously knitted approach towards life
or disguise as a scaffold for your unwavering triumph.

I've expressed my ambivalence through words
as a medium to instill a sense of perseverance and
determination if I lose hope down the line.

I've penned this for my future self or perhaps for
the version of you yet to arrive.

REMEMBER

It's just a matter of ONE STEP... step in!

bl SO
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