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Early on I decided that i T was going to shoot craps on apyone‘s
ne my money on Martin Luther King, Jr. from
.- ded me of Jackie Robinson.

philosophy, I was putting
[ had respect for Martin. He remin

the start :
cak down barrers ma

These were the first cats to br -
Both guys took punishment for a whole race of people. I figured that if I
was going to pick up my cross and follow someone, it coulc'i only b_e a
cat like King. Yet I couldn’t sce me doing any marching. First, I
wouldn’t have known when to duck when they started throwing broken
beer bottles at my head. And secondly, I'd just defeat Martin’s purpose.
My temperament just wouldn’t stand certain treatment. I can take abuse.
But if you touch me ... man, that’s another story. I hit back.

(Ray Charles and David Ritz, Brother Ray: Ray Charles’ own story)!
except in the sense that all men of
simply that he was an inopportune

It was not that King was a bad man,
n America was an

overweening ambition are bad. It was
man ... his primary service to the black struggle i
attempt to substitute righteousness for effectiveness.

(Frank Hercules, American. Society and Black Revolution)?
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NEGRO PROTEST, 1932-1954 .
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A NEW DEAL FOR BLACKS? CIVIL RIGHTS AND

Jor most black Americans, the collapse of the United States céénomy
after 1929 simply aggravated an already desperate situation. An rtai

[ cague report of 1933 indicates that over 17 per cent of the entire Negro
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Black Leadersh; in 9 : |
Population was M: _.n‘_‘””ﬂqmma \wm.wun\ea., Martin Luther King, Jr 29%)59)
~outh, but in the Southern stateq. et ooy P20 in the North and THE SECOND WORLD WAR |
used to aid black A%es, private charity organizations often _
acks. In the Sout} : : >
and Share-croppers went m:n%,z._o,__: farm belts, black tenant farmers _
w«wmm:_..wam__w. conce Al U_h,__.“..w.,:_w_ﬁ:araz_ ..:E?_ organizations 70n the event of American involvement in the Second World War, Negr¢
ational Urban League = were unable to ¢=the NAATP and the { protest organizations were united in demanding full and equal
produced by the Depression. But __”_r.._r._ .r.,_.c it St (s conditions participation in the armed forces, and an end to discrimination in thé
D. m.wn.mnqn: in 1932, with his nao::.m..nr J__,.:,w ,.._,_/q_.__r_. _vc__ucn_.n_n Iranklin defence industrics = which offeréd new employment opportunities fot
hopes, and marked a turning point’j N = el raised black blacks})) While some sections of the Negro press came to adoot a more
cven the Depression had not shaken ( _.d_w qﬂr.:n..ﬂ: fceprelations et conservative and conciliatory tone on racial issues, arguing that the
of blacks. In the 1932 vﬁ.ci.._c::.__.. .__.ﬂn.__.:::.: wﬂns.:_:_n.:: loyalties naticnal crisis demanded that civil rights agitation should be suspended
Cleveland, Philadelphia m:a. o.:cw. :_.r.? _M.,.:._ ..ﬁ.,.nm:.r._... in Dectroit, or muted for the duration of tha war, A. Philip Randolph, president 05.
HooveC)BY, 1934, the Negro vote be g:%%_.mn,_._.:s i sgafor :2?.,.: the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, threatened a mass march on| Fo-R
1936, according to one estimate %.._ 7 per mﬂ_w”w Sn,:_w._“.DwBon_.Em:: Washington, DC, in 1941, to lobby for cqual opportunities in| ﬁ...p&)m. .
Roosevelt’s re-election. >_§o:m:.2n?.0ou_. = ol blacks favoured employment and racial integration in the armed forces. The March on| = | x= }
m.n.n of racial discrimination (and no m oDl vo__n_n,ﬂ.. PYEIEINOL Washington Movement, an all-black protest, based its strategy oni L= !
legislation was adopted during Roosevelt’ _,m..oH DAceolicivilBriphts Gandhi’s example of non-violent protest in India, appealed directly to phrnf
shared in the relief measures instituted b :m opn__q Sl oﬂ.o:_nau.cmynf the Negro working class, and anticipated the post-war forms and| #1* oy ad
perhaps because of Roosevalts Oy the administration. Despite or /&Enn:ﬁ% of the civil rights movement. In his ‘Call to the gunn,:..j. S S
i displayed a keen awareness Ow:mmﬂﬂmﬂ:nmmgzﬂﬂmmwﬂ bo.olacks (DR Randolph declared: \
be 3 - ICS ONn race issues
bm“mﬁw.%ow”w%%%%m“amﬁ% on Southern votes in Congress for the Negrocs can build a mammoth machine of mass action with a terrific /
of the NAAGP s CW ation), the ZoEUan..: .wmn__nn___mna :Ew_wuﬁnm_,nm and :.nansgo:m a.:‘.._sm u:a ﬂ.:r:& power that can shatter and crush ., 1
St rban Leaguc as they attempted to bring pressure the evil _.c:.qc.nm of race prejudice and hate. ... However, we sternly \
: -sovernment to make the new policies and programmes counsel against violence and ill-considered and intempé:ats action and i
reésponsive to black needs. In 1933 following an NAACP i 3-MOre the abuse of power. ... We summon you to mass action that is orderly
<¢m30:m race advancement Oﬂmmm_.mm:o:n mmm_\:u:mrna :_::_w:w_n_ and lawful, but aggressive and militant, for justice, equality and /
—ommittee on National Recovery to fight Q_.Anz.q._..:.: 1 e freedom. ... Nat Turner, Denmark Vesey, Gabricl Prosser ... and |
federal relief agencies. (One black En.. 3 - alory practices in Frederick Douglass fought, bled and died for the emancipation of _f
NRA - the N T i riter commented bitterly that American slaves and the preservation of }En:npj %302».2. Abraham | 5
Ruined Agaijn’ Th ry ministration - stood for ‘Negroes Lincoln, in times of En.mq:,.._r. emergency of the Civil War, issued the
gain’.) € emergence of the Congress of Industrial Proclamation of Emancipation for the freedom of Negro slaves and the |
preservation of American democracy ... we call upon President _,,
Roosevelt, a great humanitarian and idealist, to follow in the footsteps of

MWWM““.NMEOMM (CIO) saw an attempt by the American Federation of
ﬁxohwnnw ﬂ: er 51 _nman_.m:_m of John L. Lewis of the United Mine
o » Lo organize Em.ow skilled and unskilled workers into industrial

Eon.m...sﬁ the establishment of a Committec to Abolish Racial
Discrimination and a Political Action Committce. The NAACP, in
response, reversed its critical stance towards organized labour, and
worked to build an alliance with the CIO. In the clection of 1940, Negro

his noble and illustrious predecessor and take the second decisive step in
this world and national emergency and free American Negro citizens of
the stigma, humiliation and insult of discrimination and Jim Crowism in

Government departments and national defence.’

In the cvent, the March on Washington did not take place; Roosevelt.
issued Executive Order 8802 in June 1941. It stipulated that ,m..an...n mrwﬁ
be no discrimination in the employment of workers in defence industries

voters overwhelmingly supported Roosevelt for a third term.

The NAACP, in a Crisis editorial of November 1940, conceded that ] 1 1g] it
Roosevelt, despite Southern white opposition, had ‘managed to include ofGoycmmentibecauseiQIiess: ona.aa..on B e =
Negro citizens in practically every phase of his administrative ORISR e i, \
programme’, and allowed that ‘no matter how far behind the ideal he nc.:.:.,&._n n.w:mn.ﬁmcoz P an.?.:nn —ﬂ“@.cm.ﬁam Shitia |
may be, he is far ahead of any other Democratic president, and of recent : djsenpination .@nnm:wn a.;, a5 A.:,nna ot }_..r.ﬁocmﬁ ; /
Republicanlones BBat e oa s et Fpaus sl failure to support i _ cluse to this effect was inserted in all war no:ﬁmnﬁ.m. defence jobs only ,

federal anti-lynching bill, and the persistence of racial discrimination in opened m‘._oc..:\ for Emn.xmu Eﬁ. 50. Executive Order did not pronounce on
civilian life and in the armed services. sseresation and diecrimipeog R s
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After gy distinguijs)

ished career a Crozer,
Programme g Bosto rsity, in 195].
Coretta Scott, from Alabama, |
Con:;crvumry of Music.
Opposing theological vieyw
Mg was offere and a it the Dexter Avenue
Baptist Church in Mnmgnmcry. In addition to his intellectual abilities
and credentials, King brought 1o his first appointment i love for the

South, a supportive wife and 1 social philosophy based on a beliel in

Christian activism an Gandhian non-violent resistunce (o evil, As

Pastor and then ag leader of the MIA, he came (o display considerable

POwers as an orator and public performer, qualitics which were to

distinguish his ciireer as the prophet and practitioner of civil
disobedience in the cause of cjvil rights,

(As chairman of the MIA, whicl, included twenty black ministers
membership, King united and inspire
MIA's Proposed seating arrangeme
not at firs: challenge the ‘separate
have been adapted 1o existing se
aware th

King entered (he doctoral
Fere he met and married
hen a studeny g the New England
Before cempleting his Ph,D, thesis on the
§ of Paul Tillich and Henry Nelson Wieman,
ceepted o pastorship

in its
d the boycott movement,/The
nis for the Monlgomcry buses did
but equal’ doctrine, and might casily
gregation ordinances, King himself was
at the demands of the boycott did not meet the NAACP's
minimnm stazdard for racial :'nlcgr.'llion. but hoped-that the original
demands conld be negotiated with the city fathers, When Montgomery
blacks followed the cal) oL to ride on the city's bugks. the MIA or sated
and maintained u ciar pool, which gave more affluent Nu}_::'ous.qn
opportunity ro participate in the boycott, When Montgomery whites
putpressureonthe insuraice compinics to cancel in:.ur;‘mcc onthe MIA
car pool, the organizers (urned to Lloyd's of l,o'nclun II‘JI" coverage. mf
attempt to dividi. the black community into its Irudluqnn! ’lfncuoE\ﬁ
’?? [failed, and the mayor and city fathers resorted to olhu_r Lactics. l\lrlng was
/;}d) ’ arrested, for an alleged speeding offence, and jailed (for the first time in
v is life). :
= h(C)In 3) January 1956, King's house was bombed; on 21 February
Mohtgomcry Grand Jury indicted 115 Negroe

)

N
#
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sfor breaking a 1921 anti-
Y2k j labour law which held that it was illegal to injure i Icg‘lllmlulc'hlum'l:::f‘l::
( b’)( enterprise without ‘just cause or legal excuse’, /}lu:r.u with suc

provocations, King continued to preach a mcssﬂg:: ol 1‘1011-'{iol'c|1t
resistance, but it was the visit (o Montgomery of the Gandhian disciple
and scholar Rangunath Diwakar that convinced him that he should also
setan cxample of personal suffering,\I'he Moptgomcr); buyc‘-mt bcguln tu‘
attract national support and receivéd ﬁnuucz‘ul donations from various
sources, including the NAACP, the United Auto Workers :m‘d

| donations from overseas, During this period, King developed 4 close

I
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! Ty's buses
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mlng. the boycort was ﬁrodch urches in the city were firecbombed. But for
bnor? e (hinl:icn ccisive point in his carcer. and one \\Al.nch ‘did
Oks which havehe 18 o the questicn of non-violence than all the
declared: read’. While the bov as sull i e e
: he boycott was still in progress. he

95-1968

= OUr non-vj
1o0lent extils .
dcmonblra:.'ng o lthr:\)Il:..sl in Montgomery is important because it
Stereotypes he has hr:l:j egro, North and South, that many of th‘-I i
~onigomery has brok about himself and other Negroes are noLl alid
manifestations of ”:0 ;‘rr'] the spell and is ushering in L.(”"erc valid.
know that the Souu::l inking and action of the new Negro We .
morally. Montgomer '1’: Negro has become of age. pUI‘!i:."I”.\'. .'|'nd e
struggle, and will su y has demonstrated that we will not run from the
nonviolent protest a pport the battle for cquality. ... This is a protes u
spiritual forces. T. gainst injusticc. We are daranen n-m‘rf' est—a
resistance, and .(hco put it another way, this is a movement of aﬂncl
great instrument is the instrument of love = ::é‘e

matter what :
sacrifices we hav
dow; e have to make. we wi :
own so low as to hate them.!! 1ake. we will not let anybody drag us

-/ ~ A )
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IS passionatel
effect social change
boycort,

teone bc]li\;lf?x_ngomcr_v boycott was his oratory
e in the power of moral suasion to
sl ] astily prepared) speech as leader of the

510 ‘make a specch that would be militant

enough to kee
B Shis kccg :;:?;?eople .aro'us_cd to positive action and yet mecderate
(H ervour within controllable and Christian bou;c}%‘

e advised hij - g
theﬁi@itﬁu&emc that despite the mistreatment and abuse
GUOTEd Booker T Wash: sy ony-ust_nol_become cmbittered. Kin
Do o ycetiand to good elfec: Let o o
was apposite, since I‘.’(’!a e you hate him. Thc reference to Washington
leader with a ’na:ion ng was to emerge from the boycott as a black
ST T e EMa reputation similar to that gained by Washington
been chosen by bla Eos;)non Address. Unlike Washington, Kinghlmd
During a ‘Pra crIc"]S t Cmsc‘Ivcs as lh_CIr spokesman and leader.
in the compan ng 'gxlilima_ge to Was‘hlngton. DC in May 1957, King.
A. Philip Rangol hoy lvfkms‘ executive secretary of the NAACP, and
which he demandpd' -?ched the greatest ovation after an address in -
politically their le C] that blacks now be given the ballot to enforce
York Am.rterdamgifel:gm:.sg hf fid”l?r O;\t_he black newspaper, the New
Praver Pileri . asserted that {ing had ‘cmerged from the
Neg{ogfﬁ-,gg:gage .todWaSh'"gmn as the number one leader of 16 million
T s mu': Star:fs. ... At this point in his career, the people
e anywhere.” For the next three years, however, King
e s Mil:tzzrt:elrhef;r’c‘cnon he she.)uld_mkc. [n retrospect, i_l ils
Fi2hts move e o 9}' ycott was a dr'cs..-a rt;l_lc:_lrszll for the civil
the 1960s. Yet the bovcott itseif did not touch olf a
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Martin Luther King. Jr (1929-1968) \

national Negro revolt. ‘The genius of the boycott was also its major L
weakness. People could refuse to ride the bus without directly and |
individually placing themselves at risk. The boycott was an act of
“12 What was needed were new organizations

omission, not commission.
and strategies.
In 1957. King and other black clergymen formed the S_oulhcm
Christian | c_u;,l-.;ﬁﬁiiﬁﬁfﬁéhcu (SCLC) o spread and coordinate the
“idea of il rights protest across the South. The philosophy

of the SCLC was derived from a religious amalgam:

TThc basic tenets of the Hebraic-Christian tradition coupled wilh the \
Gandhian concept cf saryagraha — is al the heart of SCLC's philosophy. \

/Chrislinn nonviolence actively resists evil in any form. It never seeks to
humiliate the opponent, only to win him. ... At the centre of nonviolence
is redemptive love. Creatively used, the philosophy of nonviolence can \
restore the broken community in America. ... SCLC believes that the \
American dilemma in race relations can best and most quickly be
resolved through the actions of thousands of people, committed to the
philosophy of nonviolence, who will physically identify themselves in a
just and moral struggle. ... SCLC is firmly opposed to segregation in any
form ...and pledges itself to work unrelentingly to rid every vestige of
its scars from our nation through nonviolent means. ... Our ultimate
goal is genuinc intergroup and interpersonal living — integration."’

A loosely organized and unorthodox organizetion, SCLC was
remarkable in that its clerical leadership (traditionally dedicated to the
preservation of the status quo) was uniquely equipped to communicate

at .lhe grass-roots level. ‘SCLC's leaders clothed political ideas in a
religious phrascology that Dblacks readily understood, and used \
Christian tenets to give the civil rights movement a divine sanction.* \

FFor the remainder of his life and career, King was to be identified with
the. SCLC, which was increasingly to come into competition with both
the older and younger black protest organizations. The declared aim of
SCLC was to promote non-violent direct action, but for the first three
years of its existence it engaged in an unsuccessful effort to double the
number of registered black voters in the South, in a ‘Crusade for
Citizenship’. Unlike the NAACP, however, SCLC did not possess the
resources to mount effective organizational campaigns at the locallevel.
Ella Baker, the temporary executive director of SCLC, believed that it
was simply an extension of King’'s unformulaied ideus on civil rights,
and needed collective and expert leadership. ‘The fame that King had
garnered from the Montgomery bus boyccit gave an exaggerated
impression of his leadership abilities. In fact, King had neither instigated
the boycott nor sought its leadership, and the protests’ success owed as
much to the collective efforts of the MIA as it did to King himself.""*
Certainly before 1960, SCLC was without a clearly defined purpose and
strategy, undecided whezher 10 instigate its own protesis or simply to
assist in local actions. : '
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it as unfulfilled so long

as the scar of racial prejudice disfigured
That Kennedy w
behalf of black A
activities of the ¢

4s moved to exercise stronger cxccutive leadership on
Ew:nm:m was, in large measure. due to the unremitting
il rights coalition from 1961 to 1963.

SCLC IN ACTION

B v
Y >m the civil rights movement gathered momentum in the carly 1960s,

W_nm lent his prestige to various forms of direct-action protest, with

varying degrees of success and failure. In 1961 he supported the CORE-
, sponsored Freedom Riders who were met bv white violence (and fedcral
v /~x military intervention) in their attempls to gain compliance by Alabama
‘5 27d  Mississippi with Supreme Court and Interstate Commerce

e\ Commission rulings nullifying segregation in interstate travel. King
L realized that the intensive press coverage of Southern attacks on the
3 Freedom Riders should be utilized by the SCLC and its allies, since the
Strongest force promoting non-violent black protest was the disgraceful

-~ — i
—

= behaviour of white Southerners themselves.
. ‘From December 1961 to the summer of 1962, King and the SCLC led
.r\‘. 4 mass direct-action campaign in Albany, Georgia, demanding not only
Integrated facilities, but employment for Albany’s Negroes in the city’s
police force, and other municipal jobs. The Albany campaign failed,
partly because on this occasion, the police force did not over-react.’
Fm._z.wm.a. police chief Laurie Pritchett simply closed down municipal
! facilities, rather than integrate them. But the chief factor in the failure of
King's Albany venture was his inability to control or direct a diverse and
heterogeneous group of protesters. As King later conceded, SCLC had
gone to Albany without proper planning or preparation. Although King
and 2,000 of his followers went to Jail during the demonstrations - King
__.:Smn.:. was arrested three times - because of police ‘restraint’, national
consciousness was not aroused, and the federal government did not
Intervene. ‘Albany, by any standards, was a staggering defeat for King
[who] - allowed himself to be pushed into action, without adequate
preparation, on a battlefield he did not choose, with a faction-ridden

army he never completely commanded.’?

The lessons of Albany were well learned, and SCLC's next target was
carefully chosen, and its strategy meticulously planned. New staff
members, with direct experience of voter registration campaigns and
m..nnna.os .w__.anm. made SCLC, after 1961, a morec efficient and effective
organization. King privately conceded that the success of non-violent
resistance depended on the existence or [ostering of ‘creative
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tension’ — attacks by whites on non-violent demonstrators, full coverage
of these events bv the media, consequent national outrage, and

,.Akzzdv.n::r_:n government intervention. All of these ingredients were to be

present in the Birmingham, Alabama, campaign of 1962-63. The
mcE:.m major industrial city, Birmingham was also a stronghold of |
racial oppression, fully fledged segregation and intimidation. From
1957°t67 1963, there were seventeen ‘unsolved’ bombings of Negro
churches and the homes of black civil rights leaders. Inspired by the
?_C:EC:E..@ boycott, the Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, pastor of
_.w‘._n:m. Bethel Church, had formed the Alabama Christian Movement
for Human Rights (later an affiliate of SCLC). With the support of
Negro college students, Shuttlesworth had led a boycott of Birmingham
stores in an effort to desegregate lunch counters and open up jobs for

_u_pnr.m. Im.m home dua U.na: bombed, his church destroyed, and he had ,.
been imprisoned eight times as reprisals for his um,:v:o:.am:c::umioﬂ: .

mmwna King to come to Birmingham to focus and direct a campaign |
dirccted against the Susiness community. King readily agreed. ,

Along with Fred Shuttlesworth, we believed that while a campaign in
Birmingham would surely be the toughest fight of our civil rights careers, \
it could, il successful, break the back of segregation all over the nation.?

.~ He decided to conlront the business community with three demands:

I. The desegregation of lunch counters, fitting rooms, rest rooms and

-~ drinking fonntains in department stores.

/\\m. The upgrading and hiring of blacks on a non-discriminatory basis in
business and industry. \
37 The creation of a biracial committee to work out a timetable for
desegregation in other areas of Birmingham life.

‘The dispersal of cnergies that had characterized the Albany |
demonstrations was not to be repeated.’* Demonstrations were twice
postponed; once to allow for (abortive) negotiations with business |
leaders, and a sccond time, to await the ouicome of a mayoralty election \
between the white supremacist police commissioner, Eugene ‘Bull’
Ccnnor, and a racial moderate, Albert Boutwell. Despite criticisms
frcm some Birmingham blacks, as well as whites, that King was not
giving the new mayor a fair chance, demonstrations were ordered to
begin. When Connor obtained a court order enjoining all
demonstrations pending a court decision, King deliberately defied the
order, and marched on city hall - wearing the denim cveralls that had
become the uniform of the SCLC. He was arrested and held for two days

in prison; without being allowed to communicate with his wife, lawyers
or the SCLC. The intervention of President Kennedy, for a second time,
on King's behalf, restored contact with his wife anc: attorneys.

hen King's activities in Birmingham were criticized by eight white
clergymen in the city, who described him as an outside agitator and
extremist, and urged blacks to end their demonstrations, his response
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w
as 10 produce a classic s

. tate svilir ‘ -
Letter from - Birmingham nent on civil rights and non-violence,

: S
v Blrmingham B Jail'./King ns:scrlud thuat he had been invited
R and e ¢ Alabama Christian Movement for Human
i cha:mlﬂno olnc could be an *outsider’ to injustice. He
c ]nl & - - . . 3 .
‘_‘EESlalemcm T g the demonstration had been ill-timed with
Frankly, I h
¥, I have y eng i : :
/ Wred e v;.‘ce\'ct to engage in a direct-action campaign that was ‘well-
RiicaaRTan o e _OI' llmfc who have not suffered unduly from the
\ gation. For years now I have heard the word *Wait!' It

rings in the ear
of every Negro wi (3 . OV
ith a pie p arity fe S\ atel®
[’ has almost always meant *Never'.* piercing familiarity. This *Wait!

He also clai i :
sty TcaSScrtr:;iilshgél?;;cif‘tr‘lgI-on must necessarily pr’qccdc negotiation,
T T T C[I?tar‘lCc'lo unjust laws. Kingalso expressed
as those of an extremist’, and u%;fg::;]? “'%uld S"cc' {")'-I'IOE'I\'IOh-‘nl i
et v Blﬂc}:Mus‘li natned 1at l:tcl\dlh.uflccnon had already
N T e _rm bD)_Q.n.ILL\L nmdq up of people who have lost
pEve e l.h“ 2 m\.c.n SOlllll:‘l)' rcpudmlcd Christianity, and who
Kine foresentod 1.'. 1]cf\tlmc man 1§ an incurable **devil' . In contrast,
Rrsanennatin :msc as having ‘tried to stand between these two
sl g that we need not follow the **do-nothingism™ of the

placent or the hatred and despair of the black nationalist’.

Reicasedlon bond after eight days in prison, King now brought the
demonstrations to a well-orchestrated climax, sending hundreds of

black ls_choolchildrcn into direct confrontation with the white
authorities. Bull Connor met the marchers with fire hoses, police dogs
and clubs, and 2,500 were arrested and jailed. (Malcolm X's comment
on these tactics was: ‘Martin Luther King is a chump nota champ. Any
man \vhqp ts his women and children on the front line is a chump.notz\
champ.’)? [Press and television coverage of the cvents in Birmingham
outraged the rest of the United States and shocked the world.
Eventually, the Justice Department dpencd negotiations between the
SCL('T' and the city government, and an agreement was signed which
p‘romzscd to meet the limited demands of the demonstrators within
ninety days, and the setting up of a biracial committee within two weeks.

‘Ycl.ldcspi(c the modest scope of the agreement itself, it had fur-reaching
implications for the city and its leaders, Since 1950 ... white business
lc:u_icrs in Birmingham had been involved in an unsuccessful quest for
r_a(:fﬂ] l_mrmon)'. Before 1963, they had always been restrained by the
limitations lim;ioscd by segregation. But the negotiations to end the
demonstrations in that spring of 1963 finally freed them from the
bonds of segrega(ion. and thus liberated their search for racial
order. ... King's demonstrations ... provided the catalyst both for change
and for| restoration of harmony. Although the grouml{mrk had already
bezn I.:u'd by the change in government and the previous biracial .
bargaining, the end of segregation in Birmingham was dramatically

Martin Luther King, Jr (1929-1968)

hastened because King and his demonstrators threatened chaos 1n a city
whose leaders were now desperate for order. When the settlement was

finally reached, both blacks and whites could claim some measure of

/i / s black { won pledges of desegregation in the most
victory. The blacks hac pledg e ey

ated city in the South, and the white le N
cial harmony.”

[ Yet the Birmingham agreement left untouched lh? issue of sghop\
d&scgrcgalion_ and was disowned by Alqb.ama s s:grcg':\_uomst
governor, George Wallace. Some black crucs accused King of
negotiating a surrender when total victory was in .\'lg'm._ but he clmmgd
the outcome of the campaign as a victory for direct-action and massive
non-violent rcsist;muc} A Newsweek opinion poll of Negroes indicated
that 95 per cenl now regarded King as their most successful black
spokesman. Morcover, the Birmingham campaign moved Kennedy to

‘ask Congress for a major civil rights bill that would not only solve the

public accommodations problem, but would attempt to protect the

Southern blacks' political rights and provide national legislative

sanction for fair-employment practices’.** His successor, Lyndon

Johnson, was finally to sccure congressional agreement which resulted

in-the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which not only included

Kennedy's proposals but also gave the executive the power to withdraw

federal funds from state and local governmznts that practised racial
discrimination. The Birmingham protest also atoned for the
miscalculations of SCLC's Albany campaign. and propelled King into

\eadership of the civil rights coalition. At the March on Washington in
August 1963, when a quarter of 2 million people, about 20 per cent of
them white, converged on the capitalin an effort to obtain passage of the \
Civil Rights Bill, King delivered his ‘1 have a dream’ oration from the ~
steps of the Lincoln Memorial, one of the great speeches of the twentieth
cenuury.

segreg:
had really been secking all along -

-

\//\ have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true
meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all
men are created cqual.’ 1 have a dream that one day on the red hills of
Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former sl>ve owners
will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 1 have a
dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a desert state sweltering
with the lieat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an
ousis of frecdom and justice, 1 have a dream that my four little children
will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour
of their skin but by the content of their character. 1 have a dream today.
| have a dream that one day the state of Alabama, whose governor's lips
are presently dripping with the words of interposition and nulhfication,
will be transtormed into a situation where little black boys and black
pirls will be able 1 join hands with little white boys and white girls and
walk together as sisters and brothers. 1 have a dream today. | have a
dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mounia
shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooke
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laces wi i
snd =5”\V1|l be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
all flesh shall see it together.*?

(I:?ci!?ti‘tj’ I“:’?tia?f:a_mg on the cover of Time magazine. in which he was
touchstone of!cadcrlsr;feifcrllbal?[c SEhl iRl
Peace Prize. Significa l'.llp i l‘l}t' IS :’1_warc_icd the Hobe!
R e Withnuy.lln his acceptance speech, King linked lh(; civil
N s e the larger causc‘ofworldpcqcc‘andhum_np n__ghls.
ght of his power and influence within the civil rights

mo}’emepl. King joined forces with SNCC and CORE in a voter
registration drive focused on Selma, Alabama, in 1965. The SNCC ficld-
WOF!(CI'S were ambivalent about the project, and interorganizational
tensions soon became evident. In Alabama, SNCC’s members ‘knew
that King’s effort would aid their own voter registration work by
attracting national publicity and perhaps prompting federal interven-
tion against white Alabama authorities’. But they also teared that King’s

Involvement *would undermine their long-standing cfforts to develop

black leadership. They agreed not to hamper SCLC’s campaign and

even offered the use of their equipment and [lacilities to SCLC
representatives, but expected to remain on the sidelines. hoping that
local blacks would recognize the deficiencies of SCLC's leader-centered
approach to organizing.”’* Many SNCC members also disliked the
excessive religiosity of King’s style and his tendency to compromise at
critical junctures. When King, leading a march from Seluna to

Montgomery, refused to break through a police barricade, led the

marchers in prayer, and then turned back to Selma (with many of the
marchers singing ‘Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me 'Round’), SNCC
workers were openly contemptuous. King had, in fact, after discussions
with the United States Attorney-General, decided against a
confrontation with the Alabama police, but had not informed the SNCC
workers of his resolve,

But again, King had dramatized an already violent situation.
Demonstrators had earlier been gassed and beaten in Selma, and the
killing of a white Unitarian minister from Boston, James J. Receb, by
Alabama whites, produced a highly charged atmosphere which moved
President Lyndon Johnson to call Congress into special session and call
for new votuig rights legislation. On 17 March 1955, a federal court

approved the Selma-to-Montgomery march, Johnson mobilized the
state militia to protect the marchers (who were also accompanied by
Justice Department Officials), and on 25 March King spoke to 25,000
people from the capitol steps in Montgomery. ‘The march from Selma
had brought the Negro protest full circle, since it had all begun with the
Montgomery bus boycott a decade before.”' Urging his audience on to
‘the realization of the American Dream’, King indicated a shilt in his
thinking when he advocated a ‘march on poverty’ as wellasa continuing

assault on segregation and racism, as the unrealized goals of black
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protest. In retrospect, the Selma campaign was King's finest hour. He |
had masterminded a massive demonstration, and as the Washington |
Post declared, had revealed ‘the plight of the Negro in the South as had
never been done before. ... Dr King brought Alabama dramatically
into the homes of Americans. He made racism in the South come alive.”

61" SGHICAGO AND VIETNAM
2\ LS LhR
) _ \

SCLC that they should direct their attentions to the problem of urban
poverty, and in particular, to that of the Northern ghettos.
Concurrently, he was also coming to express concern over the course
and implications of the escalating American presence in Vietnam. [hese

\ two issues — which King believed were intimately related— were to
. dominate his thoughts and actions for the remaining thrée years of his

[ life. Together, they offer convincing evidence to support the contention
that King became increasingly radical (and less reformist) in his last
years. His positions on these issues were to alietiate him from most of the
established black civil rights lcadership, and, in the case of the Vietnam

\ forms than had been apparent earlier in his career.

In 1966, against the advice of Bayard Rustin, King decided to move to
Chicago to lead a non-violent direct-action campaign against segregated
slum housing, de facto segregated schools, unemployment and job
discrimination. In effect, as he was aware, King was taking on the

’\a After the Selma campaign, King began to suggest to his colleagues in \

War. earned him the enmity of Lyndon Johnson; and the renewed
attentions of the FBI. Although King's position on Vietnam allied him
with the younger elements of the civil rights coalition - CORE and
SNCC - his opposition to the concept of Black Power and its spokesmen
‘ exacerbated the growing rift within the black protest movement. King's
final years, then, were marked by change and controversy. They
revealed his strengths and weaknesses as a leader in more heightened

\'.
\

formidable Richard J. Daley, mayor of Chicago, a consummate
politician and power broker in the Democratic Party. As the Reverend
Arthur Brazier, leader of the South Side’s Woodlawn Association,

observed:

King decided to come to Chicago because he thought Chicago was

unique in that there was one man, one source of power, who you had to
deal with. He knew this wasn't the case in New York or any other city.

Ile thought if Daley could be persuaded on the rightness of open

housing and intezrated schools that things would be done.*

\ As cvents in Chicago were to prove, SCLC tactics did not transpose

casily from the rural South to the urban North. In Chicago BELC
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and the Urban League play a significant role. [ also feel that CORFE and

1 think SNCC's recent
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conclusions are unfortunate. We have not given up on

_Some of the Black Power groups have temporarily given
ave not. So maybe we are the bridge in the

integration. .
i connecting both sides.”

up on integration. We h
middle, reaching across anc
revealed King's growing beliel
ntal redistribution of wealth

The planned march also that American
society needed a fundame and economic
power.\He informed an interviewer:

Amefica is deeply racist and its democracy is flawed both econoniically

nlnd socially ... the black revolution is much more than a struggle for the

rights of Negroes, It is forcing America to face all its interrelated
flaws — racism, poverty, militarism, and materialism, It is exposing cvils
that are deeply rooted in the whole structure of our society.”’

In February 1968, Negro sanitation workers in Memphis, Tennessee,
wenf on strike to win union recognition and improved Wilges and
working conditions. King accepted an invitation from James Lawson,
an old friend and pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, to lead a
protest march in Memphis. The demonstration (which King regarded as
a dress rehearsal for the Poor People's March on Washington) ended in
tragedy, when police shot a black youth during o pitched battle with
ger Memphis without

Negro teenagers. King admitted that he had gone 0
adequate preparation or knowledge of the local situation, and left
abruptly. The Memphis Commercial Appeal commented on the episode:
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States, in which more than twenty people died. Stok
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acerbic critic of King's commitment to non-violerce,
murder of ‘the onc man of our race that this country’s older generations,

the militants and the revolutionaries and the masses of black people

would listen to'.** Newsweek commented that:
King's martyrdom on a motel balcony did far more than rob Negroes of
their most compelling spokesman, and whites of their most effective

[ bridge to black America. His murder, for too many blacks, could only be

read as i judgment upon his nonviolent philosophy - and a license for
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1on, DC, King also used the occasion 1o claim Du Bois
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Malcolm ! A .
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short. ... We must not let the fact that we arc victims of injustice lull us \ ‘_?“:Ch‘-d”* ““"h which had long bccn.dom}am in the mind of the Negro-
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high. Our level of cleanliness s frequently far too low- ... Weare often | o jevements in AMENSS:
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to the problems of the Northern ghettos, King also [aeed competing

claims for lc.‘idcrshrp. Most notably, he encountered in Maleolm X(also

the son of 2 black preacher), a dircet challenge 1o (and rejection ol) the
goal of racial ntegration bascd on non-y telent resistance Lo the forces of
white Supremacy, Although he once remarked to a [riend: *1 JUSL saw
Malcolm X on television. [ can’t denyit. When he starts talking about all
that’s been done to us, I get a twinge of hate, ofidentification with him®,
and conceded that he had 4 genuine concern for the problems faced by
blacks, King deplored Malcolm’s  apparem preoccupation  with
violence.*!

.-« Violence is not going to solve our problem ... in his Iitany of
articulating the despair of the Negro withou: offering any positive.
crcative alternauve, | feel that Malcolm has done himself and our people
a great disservice. Fiery, demagogic oratory in the black ghettos, urging
Negroes to arm themselves and prepare 10 engage in violence, as he has
doue. can reap nothing but grief*:

Yet, like other black spokesmen, King deplored Malcolm's untimely
and viclent death. When a young white student informed him that his
grandmother had Just read The Aurobiography of Malcolm X and
thoughr ‘it was marvellous, a book of love’, King replied:

It was tragic that Malcolni was killed. he was really coming around,
movinzg away from racism./He had such a sweet spirit. You know, right
before he was Killed he“came down to Sclma and said some pretty
passionate things against me. and that surprised me because after all 1t
Was my own territory down there. But afterwards he took my wife aside,

and said he thought he could helz me more by attacking me than

praising me. He thought it would make it easier for me in the long run.??

James Baldwin, writing seven years after Malcolm's assassination,
~f*2-2c 1 similar assessment of his true relationship to Kingand the civil

rights movement:

Malcolm considered himself to be the spiritual property of the pcople
who produced him. He did not consider himself to be their saviour; he
was far too modest for that, and gave that role to another. . . . Malcolm
Was not a racist, even when he thought he was. His intelligence was more
complex than that. . . What made him unfamiliar and dangerous was
not his hatred for white people but his love for blacks, his apprehension
of the horror of the black condition, and the reasons for it, and his
determination so to work on their hearts and minds that they would be

enabled to see their condition and change it themselyes,**

—

Martin Luther King, Jr (1929-1968)
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Black Leadership in America 1895-1 n.),..

MARTIN LUTHER KIN 2 N N
CLERGYMAN KING. JR: MILITANT

=
{ On I December 1955, Mrs Rosa L. Parks. a forty-threc-year-old black
scamstress in a downtown Montgomery store. refused a bus driver's
order to vacate her seat 10 a white man) The secretan ..

L
chapter of the NAACP, Mrs Parks had be¢n eieciad from Monigomen
ama ——ll ]

~5 5

buses on several oocasions for refusing 10 obey the Alzbama sagres

?w.) _ordinance which required Negroes to give up their bus scais o7 whites
¥ ordered to do so by (whiie) drivers. On this oocasion, howerer, S
_arrested, charged with breaking a city segregation law and ined 312
The Reverend E. D. Nixon, hezd of the locai-chaprers of Both 1
NAACP and the Brotherhood of Sksping Car Poriers, concened of
bus bovcott as a direct-action black protest aczinstibe treatment of M
Parks, and on behali of 2ll Southern blacks expossd to
humiliations of Jim Crow. Under Nikon's leadership. & or

ministers formed the Montgomery Improvement Associatior A) K

direct and coordinate what became 3 3S2-dav boycott of the Bus

company The modest demands of the MIA Were fhat black passengers

Teceive courteous treatment from white bus drivers: that blzck drivers be

hired on predominantly black routes; the seating of Negro passengers on

a first-come-first-served basis, with blacks scated from the back to the
front of the bus, and whites from the front 1o the back.

(Mantin Luther King, Jr, a twenty-six-vear-old Negro minister, who
had amived in Montgomery from Atlantz_onlv a year before, was
unanimously elected to preside over the MIA_Nixon agreed to serve as
treasurer, but refused to run for the presidency of the new organization
because he would be away from Montgomery for fong periods on

railroad business. By all accounts, including his “own,  King “was
surprised to gain leadership of the MIA. During his first year in
Montgomery, he had concentrated his energies on his pastorate of the
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. a black middleclass parsh. and on
completing his doctoral dissertation. King later recalled that his election
as MIA president “caught me unawares. It happened so quickly | did not
even have time to think it through. It is probable that if | had, I would
have declined the nomination.™ In fact, a month before his nomination,
King had refused the presidency of the city chapter of the NAACP, and
had not engaged in any organized civil rights protests. Moreover, he had
not yet met Mrs Parks. But on several counts, King was an ideal choice
for the MIA presidency. As a relative newcomer, he was not invelved in
the factionalism of local black politics, and had not been compromisad
by his dealings with the white commumty. In addition, as Nixon
recognized, King possessed the personal and educational qualities
necessary ia a leader who would have to conduct negotiations at 2 high
level. In other respects, however. Martin Luther King was an unknown
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Already 2 mnauu&/mmﬂmmr King added Gandhi's philosorhy of non-
violent resistance to injustice to his mann=on.n=m~ system, Eﬁmﬂaﬁ mw
celebrate the redemptive power of love and suffering as forces for socal
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Gandlu was probably the first n in history to lift the love ethic of
Jesus above mere interaction am“ﬂann individuals to a poweriul and
offective foree on 2 large scale. It was in this Gandhian emphasts on love

4~aad non-violence that I discovered the method for social reform that 1
had been seeking. | came to fezl that this was the only morally and
practically sound method open tG oppressed people in their struggle for
fresdom. . .. My stedy of Gandhi convinced me that true padficism is
BOL noR-resistance to evil, but non-violent resistance to evil”

At Crozer King also encountered the theologian Reinhold Niebubr's

127




