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12, The Struggle for a Safe Environment

i

Discussing deforestation, Junagael, Himachal

The Second Citizens' Report ((SE Report) on the stale
of lndia's emvironment in the late 1980 points aut

pruh.‘:hh no other group is moce aftected by euvi-
sonmental destruction than poor village women
Every dawn brngs with it a new narch in search of
fuel. fodder and water. It does nut matier if the
wounen are old, young or pregnant crucial house-
hold necds have to met day after weary day. As
ecological conditins worsen, the long march be
comes Jonger and even more urcsome Cauglut

hetween poverty and environmental destruction,
poor rural women in [ndia could well be reaching
the limits of phvsical enduranee.

As long ago as 1952 the Indian government targetied
that 33 per cent of the geographical area of India was to
he brought under forcst cover in wider to have an
evologically balanced environment,’ Recently, the gov
emment’s Approach 1o the Seventh Plan reiterated this
sayng: The highest prinnty should be given 1o restore
farest cover with 33 per cent of the geographical area of
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sified 1 restore [-I’lﬂ vy, Mbesnits el be oo

: oresl eeaee o (he [ull whese 12 & at
prosent degraded . In other words, die weger wn
never achieved,

Tuday, lidia owes only o el of e ralitall 14 ee
ceives, the water wble bas deglined (0 lasge sreay, and
ligh profile progects sueh as dams, reseanins 20 camal
sysems—on which the goverament s lald e
have not been able to peonide adequate irgsian o 15
arrest the oycle of nnur and droughts it anially heis
the poor in India

The consequences have been especially giim Fav
wormien, Ruval womer have 1 iraerse greale! dletanaa
and spend more hourscollecting fuel, (edder and water:
in some areas, the disane covered in seastl of thear
has quadcupled from 2 to 8 ki, while e exteneen ol
hostirs apent in collection of basic sarvival nel easities has
both cin e available for wage labowr and srele (T
the nurmal working day 1o 14=1% hoors

The healih effects of this highly increased wotkload
are naturally detrimentai. And 10 these oot be atlded
lhwess due to meflicient sloves in cosed ronms, while
searcity of fuel in conditions of poverty often lorces
woinen to cook faster—couking less nuiritens Ty, or
1 undercook—both of which increase their ill-health,
ws well as thal of their Lamilies.

I was against this depressing hackdeop thac the
Chipko and Appiko movements arase, The sroggle for
2 safie and sane eavisonment has a history of protests in
India. Among the better known of these is that of the
wllagers of Tilar in Tehn Garhwal in 1930, when the
villagers gathered to protest the forest Taws of the sulers
of Tekri and, although several were killed and injured
in the reprisals that followed, they did succeed n win-
ning thetr traditional rights w forest produce. In the

Chipko movement it was the women who came irito the
forefrant and wransfurmed the siuggle into samething
that was paruculaly theirs, although initally the move-
ment is sad 1o have heen initiated by men, aorable
among whom were two zctvists, Sunderlal Babuguna
and Chandi Prasad Bhait
The Chipko movemert got its name from the word
‘chipko” which, in Hindi, means 10 cling. This, clinging
10 trees, was the particular aclinn prople used 1o save
vees from being felled. Exact histories of Chipko
differ. According ta the Second Citizens’ Report, the
movement began one morning in 1973 in (ke remaote
hill wown of Copeshwar in Chamoli districl, when
representarives from a sports goods factory in Allahabad
arrived in Gopeshwar 10 cut 10 ash vees for their use.

To begin vatk, the villagers requested Giem not to do

this, but wher the conlracrars persisied, the villagers

came up with the ides of hugging the earniarked trees.

Defrated. the contractars were Jorced o go back: some
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wooks Tater the villagary puageed, dhng wied) et
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i BAITSR CRPRCITITY (IR A

Wennens pptaind the mosemeni e fra Jaser, #
190 Thie villagers of Beal, wmne 6 Boria froaee Jrestrmidths
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Wit 1 yrine
st tisit, Wil ey weve iy i ihiie dlie eamns e def

Phye wreieni
weiend iy prspsment o et feing trees I
fenh, who had et formalle oy inehurdenl in dhe et
g berween Bhatt wnel ldfw um;, :-I unﬂ::‘ r
wened in Deanie thoy s thie as the e '
fep e el il st we o el Loy Copanra Dol SlF GEAE0
il ol wiekowed, they Darred the rath 1o the Jores

(loleh lies behird the slbage ) sping

[hes duarest b our mrather s hemine
We will prodeet i with il our 1nght

andl the ConACIT § IER were forseed o wirn In?tl‘..

Again, in June 1975 women supped the frr}mg i
wees i & forese aear Gopeshwar dllage by dhinging o
them. They ook their protest further by gheraving
fsureounding} sane government slalf quariees where
young trees were o be cut down fer Kitehen fued. The
ghesao was stopped amly alter they heard trewn the
diatrice magwirate that the treey would be proter e,

Within a lew years the Chipko mesement lrad ipread
all over Chamali district and partsof Teliel Garbal, with
women being in the forefrant in ouny places, Indeed,
after their firsl entry into this movement dhey have
evolved a veries of innovative waps to regiver their
protest. In Henwal Ghatl, for example, they proteseed
againat the indiscriminate tapping of pine trees by
dressing the ‘wounds' of the wees with mud and sacking
Each protest, whether it was 1o embrace wrecs, or 1o
handage them, reinforced the women's closenege 1o
nawsre and their beliel that natural resources were theiss
ta protect and conserve, not to explait and deatroy.

As the movement apread, women began to realize
the need to get organized and to sustain the struggle.
With the help of the Dasauli Gram Swarzjya Mandal,
an organization headed by Chandi Prasad Bhatt, women
formed Mahila Mangal Dals (women's groups) in many
villages, and many of them began to claim the right o
decide what was done in forests and ficids. The
traditional division of labour in the region war dh! men
tended cattle and women tended fields. Tn both eni
and neighbouring villages the Daly now clashed with
the male-dominated panchayat over the protection of
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p—— LR wol the caele to grace
habitualiy cut theoagh ihr Keld The catle wonld
crampr i O, OF wOrve. FM them. The Dal decided
wo Basiid wally arooatsd the Ticldr o protect ihé Fropi
The men were funoss and calipd & patsg Hayst mesisng
Ihe pancharat expressed cutrage a0 the Dhal 'y teraerin
in taking such a decmon, and wnwsged that only they
could decide such matiers. The women, however,
asverted that soce they were the pn-p}- whe tended
the fredds they were the anes whe shoundd decrle The
(SE Report ciies amother panchavat-Dal fight

Lo v wollige dhve women Foaaght 1ve sarpane b ey
the demsbaizon of the grass from thon alorested
“.'."'1!I. N owedr o the A R DY R Larmily @ B
rrecvt away g phaat Baased mor bewn asigbsogisedd by iy
MMD Ussially itve Dl annvoumoes o day when om
persan T S h howsebnadd cam covme andd 1ake
ETas o 2 \.|-1-+-|;_ wigy iy e q‘:'l..'u‘.‘-ln s b
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the sarpand b, who s tsrm had a case fled againu
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them. Bat the dumrict magastrare had 10 withddraw

. " fremn
vie v when Eacedd wikh & CommEAre ProTEm

a1 thee woETY

Meedlen 1 Gy, thede aCUHERE were® ol F""I-"’"I“ M

Hee men Acoording wo Giops I.r1'|‘|;| the men of Ben
pow bogan 10 harass anvel Fommilhoe their weshEn Into

civing up

[lse haratament by the viltage wyieslalh be gan the
day when Uawara Den el TV willage weWTIEn 10
prevent The Enmracion employees arul forest e
|I1|-I-|1-.r|.= i.fu.mnu-? absasst ) mvery o all, from
g b the Reni Torest (0 fell 2415 (rees Whil=
(e wntpen were blocking the narow patsage Yt
ing to the forest, the REN e ¢ all wots aff 1hreats,
andd Yatier, om the pire =i ool Dreirigg chavin pwen e
b michwhave with the women Bot the wopnen
refused 10 bindge and brave ly reside ol all masle ia¥
jorar. Firnally, vme of the men spat af Ceaidra [evi s
Face. The women remained cool but firm

Cusara Dt stood by her ac o Firat the contras
tor tiied o hrite her it letting his men cRter the

Cheraoiug disirict guvernment :}iliu_'ml-i,_[un;{;;:-',dh_ Himachal
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Feing the vilage
Smce (e village & biackimed due 1 the hehaviowr
d‘f‘_'“*“-l.—i-h-
are in te arms, will not be given cvnplormsens
amyahere. and also s the oliage will not be
Sipplied wuh cwen@l comenedines Bie ol and

- . . wcEvists are bewg ssade out 0 be e
wiiains of the plece . "

Im 2 pageer yeoseriend 30 2 comfererce wane Ome 3.
Chand: Prasad Bhan confessed that the scuvsem of the
women o Remt i 1975 canse 28 2a eyeopener @0 lnm
ad wwas cnby after thas thae ke realered hos mmach moce
IMPOENT erDiogy was 10 women i G frwal than ot way
™ men. Smce then both he and Babmgunas huve dooe
connderabie work with wemen The Dosauk Gram
Searapra. which Bhatt heads. hobds regralar ecodeveiop-
ment canps where wumsen also pressde 2t meetigs
They have been beipug 10 get brogas plants and wmole-
wmacn are askong for

As the Chipko movement grew and developed. s
dd 3 moverscat for 2 sefc eovirenment i Unara-
khaesd. 1t was hoped that the two musemens woulkd
umeite the two areas whnch have common cohiures end
problems, aad m some wars this has happened with
the forestrs movemens speeading to Almora and the
ant-alkvbol movement (whach s Sisonssed haser)
spreadieg 0 Garbwal Howewer, while in Garival
wamen's protests i the Chipko movemers had been
out inid 2 resistance tv mining. Khirakot, 2 small
village in the Suwacshwer valley, bes 2hove the Kog
river on the lower slopes of the hills. It has 2 popala-
Gon of 150 tamilws. Abote the village lics the village
forest ane] shovwe this the government’s reserve facose
Oher the years Ehirzkot bas had wo we intensive male
mue ation. Radha Bhatt, weie of the arrmwises from this
area, paints out tha oot of some 500 men, only 25 wr
3 remain in the village. The women, howeser, have
Mﬁ&mmwwmm
Several years ago 2 contractor from Kanper secuwed 2
lease for scupstone muming from the prvwwrnment. In
ordcr W cany stone w the road, he bad to pass
went 0 cultivate rhewr fields, o fewh water or fucland
fndder Accuscing we Devals Jain-
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The mam masally wamsgravd Guse i by Tos
ey bibose Mo lirapd Gue onaraese e semeprrr s

Gve ot be Serided v w0t g 2 pramer sl The
mall. m mern. had 3 cagariy wherh descanded
St larges widsnty of Wi Groms the sty
That bt o Mo maw of dnbeyn 25 pack seie.
Cormponmys ol desoaon swwest %; grs baoom Gun sgyir=y irs
the rrad ra s apning Se s beeagaete et fey
the lncal pupeskatm caprinlly e wonrs  *

Nt ooy dhad vy frned Beat Ser brwle grafh v e
eterved b est i thi they wiashd eowiralin b et wer s
cremmeded wiy soles. carrioy wtewe ot Gut G /s
wr T fpemyts wat biearhod By oty Bon rzves o 4 (Buis soon
detrns v ¢ hutiering thew peosscseed fruews (Dursg G
rasn this mune dut was carvied wai dee felde wheve 0
setthed and fewsed 2 crust s made it g mniie sore fs
plough. Ta begin with, the women appraied w; the mues
of the village whe firwm taled s tee comteaevn s, whes
they fured he wan mor pregared v baten st wo-
mg in the mines and buili walls @ protec duexe fields.
The contracuw tespomded by Ghag ommaal canes
aganst thew and marn were einssdaied mnd began o
weaken. Homever the womsen forced them w fight the
cemsrt bacde, collocung money from each hogsehaold
des sy Mearrwhale thes resoried W darert aetion and tried
w vboruc the puk vaens by narrowing the lootpathe
30 thas the donkess condd not wilk on dhern. The mbner
ihen regpiered 3 case againdt the women who re-
sponded by mreredyng the ohwtracton and physically
occupring the paths. The miner once again syt @0 the
courts. The women also foroed Mem W %op work i the
mines. Seod one “we wendd Gaich hold of the workeny”
implerneins and nee ket thems dig.’ And 200ther: "
asherl them w kil us Sew. w0 bury o i the mountsin,
tafiore they roald wexh the bl” A drd put it thar
‘ther paniag wis desroyieg our e, ooy chiddren's
foteres. How cowld we Jor them moine™

The contracior tried vanow ways 1o enash the women.
He hired thogs 1o intmadase them, then resorsed o
stoning rheir bossses. He sl bad 2 doth shop owemed by
one of the wossesn's 3osis bormt and wiex all this Qiled
@0 sop the woasen be tried 1o bribe duem by offerimg
thes ownership of the mines. Thest, he hyed cotide
haour but the women woedd oot ket the bbowers—
mainly Nepalie —wock Meaowisle the wonsen cumsin
ved W Oght I oo and after Two yeurs, the Dimrie:
Mogistrate was peysiaded 5o visit the village and wken
round 2nd s G damage. He wes 0 movwd that he
recumamended that the case be rancelled zad dee
women) won Giir case. In ke 1952, rhe cumes wese
Sorally officiatly cdosed and:

Tkmtfﬁ:kﬂt*dhhmm
damage: they Slled the disches, built 2 protective
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Saklana, Caaibywal 1

A wWormnan acivis addd ressing the [H'Ihilt
mecting oo Warld Environment Day, U960

Chipko activists gather wgether on World
Environment Day at Saklana in 1986
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Fivey (1l@ wernen) el
ihesmeelse s, pnil led wlerth o
ilsiely silliagge [oresd agalnt the Lo
dor duel ley Diely e anidl apeighbering ikl
wrppieny, I the pine lees gres higue thein thely
siblubile Elepst bin 116l hirpimae s
Fupreiy, the Tuel
iy Hyrwe IWEES

periles wonlil be a
Al 1 e lpear were manage iy
weisel wunild alss 162 ciladnpalile fre
wlitont desiroying the wholbe (ree Phev spread
ilsehr Wbeas among the onhver warnen ol e Nayr
anil Uy all biecame convine pil, it b holding any
Jisguneal o NI loigt i (e waaier II1-lfilHI alatg

the villiuge |4.|Ihr whele they met aie ane i

[y, alier loar yean of comlnisons etloris by the
collective leaderslip ol (hese wommen, line paiie
forest «an be seen above Kiirieo sllage. Th
leareat Bas alpeacly begon ta provide dry pine nee
dles for thelr cowiheds, i jewelerabibp 1a e
preid, bt rather inereasieggly it husiani in
tlve forst onvionehy af 5393 they wivolven the menlolk
by thelr endeavonns, Lvery farnily of the village
agveed 10 ay a rupee @ MOone a8 salary Lo » toresl
guard, @ Young nan from theie village. The
wornen's sroup collected the money and heiped
e yomng ma guand the forest.”

{losely hnked o the Chugko snosement iry Crarbywal and
Kusrracns i the antisls ohol moveinent. Acliviss working in
these areas discovesed, i the covarse of el discrislons
with '|u'n]]|-'., thai alooholism among men poted 4 major
peoblesn for Gre wormen. In sorne aceas i resulted in sesere
wile tattesing, 12 othees. althougt: a Varge nuwmber of men
heael viggratied urbarn areas in search of work, thase thal
cemaned in the vitlages would squander their Family's
earnings on bguor. Not onby clid this affect the men's
health (much of the lguor Ihn‘.-_'.*:[uulk wad Llicit) of mesant
the women had less money te on the household, were
ofler; heaten and even hiad w resort W cuting down on
thieir onn diet in order 1o make do.

e ccoect e dodOl
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fiemed by ihe “lur.um:;';r MIOONE Mo Wit ¢on-
the froups eapnnmble | Saigharsh Vahint, ane of
bt MOYEvEnts b thi or l[l!lflt‘hu; intormation
Vahini b 1 oaren. Formed in 1977, the
i has bieen Wl fn L2 '
iy wctive ihe Chipho movemeat and
5 g0 Drom village w0 Wi

ohleet iof g 10 wllige o spread amd
L8 WG mation '“_ "Hhiﬂ“ [h balld

nrmml‘ “"';“ |'| ‘. ey Uy W) il |
from Nai KR e papeis which they bring ow
ael \ ital: fangl ke Dovedar (Owmees of the Farest)
,‘.' vermial Samarher (Npinital News), In 108, the
Ahini held o large public meeting in Almora wheie
hill people of Gutwal and Kamaon discyssed theit
Fﬂfhffm! AL this meeling aleohiolism cmerged av A
ajor [\ﬂ'lllh“m Thie wak nodt, however, Lhe fhrst Linee
that peaple, eapeciall wamen, had u-ruphumt ol the

problem. According o Uma Bhatt, 3 sostamed agiis
Lo against the sale of alcohol had taken place From
196%<7 1 in Urtacakhand,

Agitations agamst alcolvol anid distbution of legpuot
have existed sivee the early davsof the syl reform aned
antionalist mevesents. Prohibiton was declared In s
eral areas as a result of such movements i independent
India. The nsne ul'[m'il'uhina_m has aroused a varety of
|‘|'!||."l"|-1“f'! which wy peed nol g inr Rere What s
important for ws, however, B [0 s¢ o and Wy WoRNH!

ialcatiol mevements and frow

have been invelved in ant

this issue has been impottant e dilferent radical move
meats, especially tribal and hill movements. In
[harkhand, for example, anti-alcoholism was seen 38 3

major part of reform, since liquor consumption had

played an important role in tribal acquiescence to tand
alienation, Generally, Hindu landlords would get tribals
to sign away their land nghts in retum for a bottle of
distilled liquor, hence activists felt that the only way to
curb this was 1o get the tribals 10 forswear all forms of
alcohal, even mahua the local brew. In the hll areas,
especially Uniarakhand, men tended fo spend all thes
money on alcohal, leaving little or nothing (o the famaly
to subsist on

The agitation against fiquor in Uttarakhand between
1965-71 was so widespread that the government had 1o
declare prohibition in some areas, but despite this they
could not wipe out liguor disuibution a3 alcohol s used
in Ayurvedic tonics as 'sura’. Though, officially, the
alcohol content in these tonics is supposed to be limited
1o 20 per cent, surveys have shown that some of contain
up to 80 per cent alcohol, Not surprisingly, the main
use of these is not medicomal

In Febmary 1984 villagers of Bashhiva, Chaukhuya
block in Almora found a man who passessed illicit ]i.r;-
uor. Though they complained o their Jocal officer
about this, he wok no action. [t was later discovered that
this was because he (the officer) smugyled liguor him-
selfl. The villagers résponded by gheracing him; the
authorites responded in turm by threatening o kill one

L
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Liquor contraciors amested by people at Gosainpar

of the activists. The Vahini thea ur,.;.mizfri a publit
meeting at which 1t was decided 10 launch an anu-alor

hol movement. In village after village all biquor found
was thrown away, pots and shops were unashed, and o
some instances liguor sellers were made 10 apulogis=
in public for distributing liquor and they had w promise
never to do 5o again, Women were in the forefront 1a
these campaigns and they continue 0 keep the ant-
alcoliol movement sustained Tn 1hmachal, groups of
women closc down liquor shops, kccpgw,rsiﬂumdc and
if there is any threat to them, use Jrums and song: ©
inform thelr sisters who are elsewhere. Wumen have #iso
used the tactic of ‘shaming” the liguus sellers and drink-
¢rs. often by blackening their faces or by parading them
through the streets of the town or wllage. For examplc
in Dhulia in Maharashtra in the early scvenles women
hroke wine jars, beat up individua! wife beaters with
broomsticks, made them promise never o beat their
wives again, seized men who beat their wivesor mwolested
wamen, festooned them with garlands made of shoes,
ted them outo donkeys’ backs and paraded them
around the village.

While there is a long history of rural women's environ-
mental activism, ted w scarcity of fuel. water and fodder,

the Bhopal disasier of 1984 saw the nise of 2 massive
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Monsaon shown forees demoensrators ro seeh
shelier, n".upul. 14R"

movement of women gas virims, On e nighi of 2-3
Decernber {984, over nwenty lonn et OF miethyl isocyar ate
(MIC; exploded owt o a pesticdes plant in I."..In':,'-.'l'.
ovwned by the LS, cwltinationzl, Upion Carbide, Sav.
eral thowsand were killed an that night, and thousands
have died as a result of exposure since, The official wil
today is oves 4.000 dead, and acaund 500,000 polentially
injured. We use the term potentiol Lere because Titile
was known at the time about the health eflecs of MIC,
and most experts beliese st o smighil take hesniv veus
at the very least before adequate informadon isavalable.
Keiswrs s “kille: i e nith', b il exeupienl
rlLr' eirly howrs of the no nang, and because i1 i odowr-
less and smvasible, the gas is estimaed 1o bave speead over
almost tie enlire old oty of Bhopal, which was the most
densely p ‘1')ll|:.‘ilCEi—J,H{| pourer==curt of the cio. The
worst alfecred areds were the shaney towns el slums
adjacent to the lactory, whose inhabitants workeil as
cheap daiy labnur.
In the immediate sftermach of the disaseer, the ciry
was chaotic None of ils facibties were equipped to
deal with an accident ol such magnitude, Chaos was

L e e i
E. .l - §

Bhopal activists leaving pelice staton, Bhopal, 1985

Hispa® victims demonstrating putsitle collectorate,
demandmy reliel, 198%

rompounded by the facts thar no-one knew huw M
sreal—oreven diagnose—MIC rfnpnsurc..-‘.whulr."r'tl'-*.{c
ot people poursd into the city: brom rri-.rf'rifri _nfr'- and
Jctivisty o Carhide ofhicials, medical sperialisss, and
lawyess looking For victoms 1o sign up lor compe fHADGN

litigatiumn. :
i ‘ : LOMPENSATan
Asit became evident thar the case for comp 1158 g P
was going to be an anormous one, nvolving hols the ——

105 and [odiz, reliel, medical aid, and t't'h'-lb'l'-llil'—":l'l

all grew L be viewed theough the ]ingf.fujr Irfu. The f=u
ventral government stepped w, and 1o that it—and

only it-——would conduct the rase on hehalf of the ."_.
(5 s r-inn. Al mediral mlormalisn was put under 1he
Dffiraal Secrets Act, for fear that if the in[ormation was -
lcecly available the cther side wonld build up falwe -
1'l!"..!IlT.r.'l'*Il'ijl't'l'lilllIII"._ Documeataion of the medical P
information was zbwo pul nander the Ofticial Secreis =4
Act. Relicl and rehabiliation, however, were left (o

the state government, wnd as thiswas a mammeoth sk, &
considerable resentment was created amongst the

state buresin racy—und this found its snevitable outles s
in penalising the gas vichms.

‘Union Carbide, quit Indza, quit the world,'Bhapal, 1985 ;



lanwad, Mahils Saman demosistr atson agamst Unjon
{ artwmils r'h e 19S5

i-"‘r' thee very start, it waswamen gas VIChims w My W
MOl artve L Can TETIE fos relie? medical ad and
mformanon. [n the cnebial vears e e of women o
fnen an demonstrations was something hke 5040, bul 43

the vears passed this rato grew o 8020, even 0 10 One

of the reasons advanced was that sooner rather than

THT STRVCAUF OR A SaFF FAOTmordvib NT 1

Loahreel Goas Rand Virodin Sasgharsh Morcha [Joint
Front against Bhopal disaster) Bhopal. 1985

lates men had w fnd work, but wosnen, as honees ves
had more Gme-—al any rate, ther bme wis mote
Nexible

While there 13 some tesath o this argament, 1l has only
limated sabdiy. A laige number of the women gas vic-
Lins were themsehes workers: many o them became,
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E-hi:.rpa.] Gas Peedit Mahila [ '.1:,.',1,; ,'i.J,ng:“h;{n [Onganrationn of Bhapal Woren Wioeker Victims)
demonstrating agains the Supreme Court’s upoading ol the gover smen: s serrlement with carbade






