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[he Barnbay soekad refurm mone ment splilineo twnin
the 1870y 1n she one, Reabiman teforeness tended io
ronreatrate an reform within their wwn Lormmunies,
taking up Lasies suelt 2y widow TEMarcRage. i the arhes,
the non-Brasman movernsne Againal e Brakmanic
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varasstem showed moal solidaricy between the upper
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developed be Man Muller and cther Ceronan icdebe-
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smitar, Indo-Lurepean’ rocts. krom this d‘iﬂm_r:-. an
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e in 1875, bis mee
Saruswati tame to Bombay Presidency s
i attended by all the sucial refurmers;
oA :&n:fwlm Pandita Rapabei founded
Ranade o Pl:lrk‘:.. And: el
the Arya Mahila Sabhaio Poona, okl m"l"'m"\":
ol the Poona social Tefonmens, A .
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reflormers, Two g denes i ihe | AR, bl 1 she peviv
alists oy ul I ampaigny 10 redorm
» ronditions; in 1884, gne ackap Bhikaje filed a

sl Loy o & : . -
wife I-IR Lll feslton of conjugal rights, heegise his
akbinzlbag, marmied in elitdhond apd b

sequently educ uted refised to lve willy Pl when e
:'- F¥ IR Though he lost hs s the Disrdeg Coury I“"‘
I._:r.:‘i:':“ll:il“::;p:hr Bty by High Cown pp apgenl, |'|Ilr‘

R . pn:;;u aguansd thye 13y
0o right 1o interfors wuly H i'l'lllll‘l -"1::.-.lf:\rzlj:rrll:t;ﬁ'th?:
wWrole that “he women's eduraton l'l'l-:'l'.t ;nt r.l1'r;.n llIIIH:

A igi

rmt-rl of Rakhinabai witly (he i:;::::u:::ﬂ:?h:;ﬂ" .y
p!: ASLE Bl r) our e eyl rehgicn' 2 Dadui By h"!{':"“'
his case un appeal ih it h the Conrt nl-!.d.l]: il tlllb:fﬂlw "_"'.
Srpaltics wese willy Rakhmahaj Now the sucial m‘l-
formr-n Were up in arms, ACrusing the Gomﬂmmtll;i'
Perpewating Hindy oithodoxy' aned saying the judge-
menlexpased the ‘reuctioniry’ nanpe ofthe ﬂ-ﬂl‘;slh af:d

thew adminisuwation of |aw i1 i

VIndia, Rakhwmabai herself
tefused 1o ubey the High Cour judigement, was mmI:;
Py a subsiarsal fine and Excomnmunicared, went ta

England and qualified a5 n :
nhcu-ﬁ she pracised medicing, 2“]:1;:;??:}:“ i
.“-hllt 'l'll'.'bnl EWwhs T’]g‘n'tt bﬂml.\.!'f. |dﬂﬂ.'|llﬂ l“d r:ﬁ“'
alists, Pandita Rumabai converted to Christianiey, and
begun to usc the Sharada Sadan, whiich she had founded
in 1889, 1o convert Hindu women. This was adduced as
further support for revivalist claims that reformers were
‘anglicisers' ™ and in the ETUIDE Campaign to raise the
age of consent, reformens were wreated a3 golonsal anti-
Hindu propagandists, Though in 1889 Tilak had signcd
a refornist pledue to educate his davghters, and not
have them married uniil they were 11, by 18T e lead
the agitation agzinst the Age of Conscnl Act, which
merely rassed the age of consent from 10 to 12
Among the sodal refonners, members of the Saty-
ashodhak Samaj were especially active W aobibzing
support for the Bill. In Bombay, Lokbande orgacized a
petition in its favour, signed by hundceds of Marathas;
the Din Bandhy van & campaign against the shaving of
youny Bralunan widows and exhorted barbers 1o retise
to perform this act. In respunse, Bombay barbers re-
solved at a meeting thal they would no longer shave the
heads of Brahman widows. Yet reformers were autnim-
bered by revivalists, whose demonstralions against the
Bill swelled 10 upwards of fifty thousand people.™
The period was one of rising fundacoentalist, commu-
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nalist, nationahst and extremist sympathics. Britllh o
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vien i privae and pitille aphieres sreated i caving

resencment, and there were M Eals qah" oreferenial

reslient oo witiies in b, lnvestment, and ander the

s, whtile: the serse that $lindi com mun® e wess heng

srvggleed ot Foor arnac k, whiic b wis i reasingle rticulased

A lawy CCNCETRIME wames wers qu..q_l' iar mast of
(hese were dirrcied ar reforming e condiclons of
Hiride wornen, was fusther Faebled by the Btish intro-
hiedicen al sepacate electories for Hindus sod Masliome

Tre deaand fon a ban ar, consisnghter, rabsed In the
Pungab In the " 850s, way ket up by Hindu growps in
warions parts of nerth, east and wea Cndis: oiany 1P,
municipatitiea testoicted tbaghlerhouses and  Aodad
shops. 1o shich Bskamic fundamentaiine reacted by gre-
serting the Bake-lel sacvifice as an enclangered syrbol
of Mishrn wlen iy, Tuveled over e isvie ciminated in
riests in TGS, a0 Azamngach, Badls, Saran, Caps, and
Factm, The worst thats were In Bomibsay city, set afl by the
isie of whether Hindu processions eould play music
Welore mnggues. funagadh and Rangoon were ale:
alfecied

Tilak's attac’s on e social seformers was rom pined
with attacks on Uhrisuacity and Tslan, especlally the
Fanwer, The Ganpals Festivals started by him in 1894 were -
used W cautian Hindos against awending Muharram,
saving “the cow is aue nother, 4o wot forges hes ', and in
the Skisaji Fesdwaie he scared From ERBO6, Shraji was ~
purtrayed as the grfrahnan-trodiatok (he who nusiuzes
cows and Biahmans), delesder of Hindus agains Mus
Tim hurdes.™ (o 1893, resivadists led by Tilak suceerded
in preventing Rucade’s Nadomal Sorial Conference
from using the Congress pandal (cachisre} for their
annua meeting,™ suon afler, they rejocted the Maharaja
of Kathapur's claim tn Kshatriva status, pushilag hiso imio
the im-Brabman movenent; and created such a -
mile of inleleranss in Toana thatin 1908 the reformer
(L1}, Karve declded .o open his midows’ home in Higne,
autside e rity.

Tn Calcutta, Rabindranath Tagore was one of the
Lberals wio wrred to e suppon ol child-mamage, on
i veatinmaist wire 1o ceclain Hisdo vadinion. Agitation
against the Bill was spearheaded by the newspaper Ran-
gatas, which held huge meetings atthe Galoutt Masdan
and @ pawji o Kalghat, at which protest against the
“fuseign roler's’ intectersnee wih Hinda socizl customs
was mived widh calls fur boyeot and Lo crganlze indige-
nonsenterprises,™ Revivalism had tahen 2 slightly differ-—
ent form in Bengal, with 2 greawer emphssis on culwmre
that on Tace, but with an equal ant-‘Westernism',
tagethes with ant-Muslio teeliogs.

These ranged from elaims of *shasnc precedents foe

 all the discoveries of Western science’, to the scarch for

inspiration in botl: mythic and real figares, such as
Krishna, Chastanya, and Ramakrishna Paramahansa,” 2

 peasant miesc who became enormously popular with
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