2. The Nineteenth Century

An early {probably rwenticth century) drawing of a sati. Artist unknown,

The nincteenth century could well be ealled an age of
women, for all aver the world their nghts and wrongs,
their ‘nature’, capacities and potental were (ie subjercts
of heated discussion. In Eurape feminist consclousness
hegan spreading duriug and after the French Revolu:
tian, and by the end of the century feminist ideas were
being expressed by radicals in England, Erance and
Germany. By the mid-nincteenth century the “wotnan
question” had hecome 1 central issue for Russia, reform-
ers and anarchists; while in India the weongs of women
began  be deplored by social relormers malnly in
Rengal and Mabarashtra. icitish eelations with these two

~ states had begun much caclier than in other parts of

. ndia; Bengal, In particular, had known the British
~ through the East India Company from the early

cighteenth century. Whet began as 2 trading relation-
ship expanded inro domination aw 1ule; 20d the inb-
macy this engeadered between the Broish and the
Indians brougli then differences into sharp s,

It is generally weeeed ihat the Indizn socal seform
wovement of the macteenth cenruny grew out of tas
cucvunter, In the colonial econonyy with its new
agcanian and industrial re'ations accomoaiied by 2 vast
aud expanding admimstratre structure, oxisting domi-
nantgroups (gentry, riaders, scribes, reniiers, tax collec-
lues, €lc.] began to be forged nto a middleclass, or
boiurgeaisie. As an Indian bourgenis sodiety develuped
under Westers; damination, this class sought to reform
isell, witiating campaigns against case, polytheism,

dolaty, animism, purddh, child-macriage, sati and
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more, seeing (hem as clements of u premsdeen’ o
primitive ldentity. Being part ol a process of welldefink
Gon, the majority of these vampaigns foc vl e ises
which weee sigmificant Buyely for the theee upper castes
who constituted the bourgeodsie. Underbynsg these tam-
paigne were redefinitions of the splieces of the pranllic
and private, the world and the home,’ the wake and
fumale As such, the social reform movement <an le
chanicierized as playing an imporiant pan in e lsrma-
o of a new set of patriarchal gender-based selations,
essential in the constituzon of bourgenls suclery.
 Recent research has added several lniportant qualifi
cations 1o this view. Firat of all, it has been pointerd ol
that not all iasues of social reform were engendered b
the British encounter alone, though they were resiruc:
_ tured by il. The eighteenth century wusa period of flux
for India, 2 ume when the old order of the Mughal

Empire and

; * bliug, \caving spaces for new morements [odeselop. For
 example, the anuiasic movement which developed in
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nule around the wrn of centry, even though the
 Brahmans kater reformed a5 4 dominant group wnder
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religious veform as much as by English

- Sccondly, it has been argucd that much of what can
 be said of the social reform mavement can be asd of

~ other, often opposing, movernents of the period, such

 asrevivalismand nasonalism, Ashis Nardy, forexample,

B ﬁdmﬁ&hﬂ#hﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂmdtﬁdumﬁumsmcc
_ tion of an antimperialist hero veflected an internaliz-

f’i tion of colonial definidans of the Ideal man. choosiog

~ for him the ‘'manly' gualities lauded by the Victonans
rither 1ln those which bocal tradinons held in awe,
because the lattec were scomed as effemirate by the
Brligh.* The same can be sald of defaitons of the
‘womznoly woman', as Uma Chakeavarti shows in her
descrption of the ideal ‘Anyan' woman, who was defined

by reformers, revivalists and nationalists alike, vsing.a”

mixture of Aogliciso and Odenalise * A -7
Following frars this, inucl of what has heen said of
revivalism and nadonalisn can also be said of sacial
reform; for example, the revivalist nationalist seacch for
@ glorious, pre-colonial, caste-based ‘tradition.” waa a
pruject which reformers had also entered into, as Arund-
hati Mukhopadhyaya has shows, * In addition, the revis-
~ alist demonology of slam and the Mosler ‘invader’ was
 ope shared by reformers, who described Mughial cule as
the period in which Hinduism ‘declined' and was

 ‘corrupred’ citiog the Hinduwoman asa prme
g ﬂmmmniqdfpﬂmnn ey | uﬂmp]e

e
il 5 §
X, at
I o

g,
.
iy
Pl

{he independent princely states was crum-

$|

et bl relevmers, eevivabses apd nadionaloa al’ alurl

and aldded v creming o dosminant Mlscouese. ey w
! i ey Wi ¥

aln dn copldler withy encl, oier, ol vk liesed
There was o rhe tevie of eouality wathin reforon whi 1 e

y It
revividlisia eid ol shaire, A shie v detbned the moseloes

M oppeslkon 1o each othes

The social relorem mowve mens wlth wile howe apen b
Imiml dlisenised here, canmol waell e deswnibied os
antorm ane, for diffegent cumpalgns and paner were
ken up ac dillerent mes i eliiWerent segions. Aa has
been stid earller, compaigng lov retonmn Heve agpeaned
i Nengal, where & shakest Weadralok niinoeracy wei
helng recast inlo i hourgeoie which they had w shary
with mesnbers of their own communite aho had bt
caste by entering forbicden professsons, as 1w il
nther |i|1hﬂ.|'tl|f:nulﬂlr cotes, Chianged bn land relations
(the Permanent Seclement], which had bese jatitutea
by the Dritlsh pardy 1o pecure the co-operation ol the
native elite by gving zaznindars permaneant proprciony
riches, Introduced a sontractnal system which uader
mined their wruditional grounds for soclal dominanie,
Inducing anomie, (As well, the sctilement pauperized
considerable sections of the peasantry, pushing them
into landless labour). At the same tme, the jpread of
Britsh education. which waa past of the policy of baild:
ing a clasy which would be logal te their new rilers,
introduced the natve elite to ideas which were ereating
ferment in Britain, eaperially rationalisim, evolution ism,
and utilitarianism, Calenua became an exciting intellec:
rual centre, and most of the early reform campaigne
were laurched here by an eagerdy developingintelhgent-
sia. Promine .l mnong themwere radical students, many
taught by H. Derogio, a roung Anglo-Indian who was
fired by the concepte of Uberty and equality in the
French Revolution, Dubbed the Young Bengal Move
mezl, these groups concentrated mainly on defying
caste bans with such gestures as eating meat and drink-
ing wne, and atlempling to reform wornen, Arguing
that che katter campabgns were fuelled by a crisis in the
mother-worshipping culture of Bengal, Ashis Nandy has
pointed ot the connected issues of orality and mother-
tng which underay the two kinds of campaigns.”
[nterestingly, of the varions issues and campaigns
concetnlig wonen which arose in the carly nincteenth
century, (wo of the eacliest were initiated by the same
penple, but showed diffecent rajeceories of develop
ment. As [ 2s we know, the importance of educating
women was first discussed publicly in Bergal by the
Atmiya Sabha, tounded by Ram Mohan Roy in 1815; in
(he sarme year he wrote the ficst text attacking sai (o be
published in an Indian language (Bengali), Yet the

- ampaign for tae aholition of sati garnered mainly Brit-

of the century,

ish support, and was shortdived, while the women s
education movemnent was “Indianized’ over the course
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Tories su ):: Ie‘.{ummd [' or English politicians, with the

srag PRAFing notinterference, and 1y Liberals
Paigning for legislative BRI

i action, The Libe
selves were diyi ded into Rad| Liberuls thew-

Ilmu-r were especially actve
'Mage of the criel and aLpe

Ch T
in.t’:::rl ::1';:&,:?“?“' The enuy of Hindu social reformers
Xind of § Palgn provided the Liberals with the one
b g UPPoTt they had entirely lacked, that of me.

ers of the communiey which practised sali.

D:E?;ﬁ;ﬂ?‘?‘m}“ﬁ Vidyalamkara, the Chief Pundit
- eme Court, announced that sati had no
Lfmm-u sanclion, and one year later, in 1818, the prosin-
cial governor of Bengal, William Bentinck, prohibited
satim hi} proviace. It took another elesen years far thys
p:uh:b}unn o he extended 10 ather parts of India, and
the Sati Abolition Act was passed in 1829, when ch;incl'.
had become Governor-General of tndia ® Lis enactment
Was accompanied by fear of an upsurge of protest from
th. e orthodoxy; Roy himself expressed doubts as 1o the
wisdom of lcgisla.ung ﬂ.pinlt sali, ﬁpc:il“y by fﬂ:gigﬂ
rulers, fearing that a defensive reaction among the Hin-
dus might well be engendered, which would exacetbate
the problem. However, though there was some prozest
fram the Hindu orthadoxy, it was considerably less than
had been fearfully anticipated. A petition was gotup and
sent to the Governar-General and British Parliament;
and, in 1830, orthodox Hindus in Calcutta formed the
Dharma Sabha, to campaign against the abolition of
sati,'? {Partly as a result of their protests, an amendment
was made in the Indian Penal Code some ten yean later,
which again distinguished between “voluntary' and forc:
ible sati, permitting the former) J'The only areas w{lmre
violence ensued over the issue were certain of the inde-
pendent princely states, where the ua.l‘ol' thelr Britlsh
Residents led them to disregard the limits of thelr posi-
tion and use British troops to forcibly stop incidents of
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Recent tiseoricnd reseqnh snggests that the nline
ternth cenbiery sat o saliflon avmement mg i hoave (e
ateel Alve myth 0 an FsL e where s
eyl Not only wad sty welihes covemey por wiiles
spre il o vonld piver e clihvey continieasly, fw
et Lay i belng beroic or excoepeiontal Eie only sxam
ple we appear o o of o widespeeae Incule e of saib
s ihe eanly decudes ol e nlaeteenth century in
Bengal, where there seemel w have beess move than
one ncident of sl a day, even after Bentbrnk had
outhaveel it bn Deae prosince. Some doubie Tis hees cast
ot these foaees, the Bulk of which sere collecied at the
Wedghe ol e satl abolinon snovewert, and in a proyises
miledt by ihe cuiel Bovdsh oppoveny of sasl, William
Bewtinek, They do not speaily, [on example, wha kinds
of disticilons were wade Between sicide by widows
anel atl, wid G By possibde vat o combination of igno-
e g the dessre 1o prove the gravity of san as a
problem might Wave led adminswators to transpose
fromt the former category into the Tatter. Anand Yang
has shown, moreoser, that a conskderable praportion of
the salls recorded for early mneteemh centiry Bengal
were af wotnen shio killed themsehes years after thelr
hshands had dled " This conld have been because thelr
lives had Beeonte intolerable rather than heeapse the st
had ¢ntered dhem,

I other words, the incdence of satl [n early nines
weenth century Bengal testhed not so much to the
widesprend existerce of a practice, us o its recreation by v
# communizy in crisis, Several poinis can be addueed in
support of this view, not least of which is that the peactice
at thispaint was esponsed Turgely by the wrban nouvean
riches, and was overwhelmingly found in and around
Caleutta, which was probubly of all Indian cities the one
most intimate with (he West, It appears, moreaver, that
there wece tome among the Driith themselves who
suspected that the Bengall ‘epidemic’ of sati (W use
Ashis Nandy's phoase) was an assertivedefensive reac
ton to colonial rule: no less a person than Warren
Hastings said that it was largely due to the ‘fanatic spirit
roused by the divided state of feeling among the
Hindus' '

A further renson for the popularity of sau in eady ™
nineteenth century Bengal was adduced by campaigners
for the aboliton of the practice, who Felt that it was at
least partly duve to the fact that Bengal was dominated by
the dayabhaga form of inheritance, under which widows
could inherit their husbands' property if the hawer died
without having a son, even if the family was undivided.
Al a fime when Bengsl was devastated by recumrent
famines and epidemics, such & resson might have
become important ta groups which were also suffering
from a breakdown of modes of case authority.®
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V64 Sari: Regulation XVT1, A 1. 1699 of the Renygad
fode {4 Decemhes 1929)

A sgdation fin e Saming ter procaitioe of eudion, o o heare ey
o Suyengy afive the wedoy a Minday, thegnl, and v il
i arivde b the criminal comerts Pavd By the governir general
tn councl an the O Drconber 1079 (TP walil
the 200k Angrhun 1936 Bemgal v, the 29 Aughun 1217
Fasliy the 205t Anghun J237 Videyady, 'he #14 Aughun
JEHA Samuel: and the Ak famads wi-Sem 1249 Hopm,

L. The practice of sunee, ar of b ring e hunsng
alive the witlerus of Hind s, i5 resving 1 the feehingy
!J[ humas naure; it s nawhere on joinedd vy the 1elig
an of the indes av an inperative o uly, on the

conirary a lite of punty and retsrement on the part of

the widow |§ maore capecially and i elrrably incul-
caterl, and by a vase majority of that peaple theongh-
ot Didia the practice s not kept up, sor ohserved:
mn iu:_m- extensive districes st eises e exive in uae
it which it has been mog Irequent it ks wotorious thal
N Mrany instasces aces of auucaty haw been e
rated whech have been dyne king 1o the Hindus them-
selves, and in their eves unlusdul and wicked. The
Measures hithero adopted 1 discourage and pre-
vent such acts have failed of success, and the gover-
norgeneral i council is decply impeessed with the
cumsicon that the abuses in question canmut be
electually put an end 10 without abel thing the prac-
uer alogether Actuated by these considerations R
Crnorgeners in couneil, widiout in tending Lo depart
fram ane of the first and moy important prineiples
of the system of British gavernment in India, thar all
classes of the people be secure in the obserance of
their religious usages, so long as thar sysiem can be
adhered to withaut violation of the paramount dic-
Eaces of justice and humanicy, bas deemed it right 1o
esablish the following rules, which are hereby ea-
acted to be in force from the tme of theie promulga-
tian thraughout the territorles immediacely subject
to the presdency of Fort Williug,

2. The practice of suttee, or of burning or burving
alive the widows of Hindus, is hereby declared legal,
and punishable by the criminal cour,

3. First, All zamindars, talugdars, or other propris-
tors of land, whether malguzari or Jakhiraj; 2] sadar
farmers and under-renters of land of every deserip-
tion; all dependent wlugdars; all naibs and other
loral agents; all native officers emploved in the col-

lectian of the revenue and rents of Jand on the part |

of gavernment, ar the court of wards; and all munduls

or other head men of villages are hereby declared

 ulgation of this regulation all persons convicted of

eapeelally accounmahle for the Iyl e I-mmmlllt
catin o the offleers of tdhe neareal polies etittlnl 1
anig intepeled s vifles ol the natre dey
foregoing ves oy and any pairiln8an <
w ripilom o persann alerer el 1, 'Ha ::';"1: ':'r'"'
reaporaibt bty §s dechared o atiad b, wiio 1
wrnillrrl ol '-lll'::llr maglec ting e clelugi ngeen fueniah ':':_
information ahove veqebred, sl 1= fahle w1 .
flised by (e pvagsteate or joant imuglatrare bt ";‘i’ 'I:“ﬂf
ol rur'rrrllng twr ncleed puapeans. wne in el II.II e
payment 1 he conlined lor any period of Imprin

et it exceeding < rronthn. _
: ::'nmfllj» fmmr:‘.lulrlj an teealdng infeligentt
trat the saeriice doctared g by 1his ”il“'““’"':‘ ‘:
likely 1o ncewr, (he polics daragla thall "“1':” ”I':' ot
In persen 1o the spot. or dagrite ke ﬁ'"l:““ e
madr, accamparled by one of DAt o I"[- th e
of thye Minds religlon, and e ahiall be the duty “I 'h_"'
policeaflicers i annouree it the persoil "w:;;' ol
for the peeformance o the careinnng, that e s "Itl
and 10 endeasour t presail on tem I“'F":l '
explalning o then that In the event of 'hfllf Fﬂm':;
ing in it they will insalve themaelves bn @ crime, _
hecome subject o punishment by €ie crimi
comrts, Should the parties aweenbled proceed 1n de-
fiance of these remamtrances Lo carry the ceregmany
Into eflect, itshall ise the duty of the police-officers e
use all lasful means in their pawer w peevent the
saerifice from taking place, and to apprehend (he
principal persany wding and sheulng in the perform-
ance of it and in the event of the police-ofticers being |
unable to apprehend them. they shatl endeavour 1 , q
ascectalt their names and places of abade, and shall
immedlately communicate the whole of the particulas l c
b [he magisirate o joint maglatrate for s orden,

Thirdly, Should Intelligence of a sacrifice have heen J
curried o edfect before: theie arrival ut the spok, they | 9
will nevertheless institute & full enquiry inwa the €iecum-
stances of the cawe, kn like aanner @ on all other , L
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occasions of unnaturdd death, and report them lor the
information s onders of the magistrate or Joint mag-
istrate, (o whort they may be subordinae,

4. First. On the receipt of the reporw required 0
be made by che police daroghas, under the provisions
of the foregoing secion, the magiszale of joint mag-
istrate of the jurisdiction. in which the sacrifice may
have taken place, shall enquire it the cireum-
stances of the case, 2nd shall adopy the necessary
measures for bringing the parties concerned in pro-
moting it to tnal before the court of circuit,

Secondly, It is hereby declared, thatafter the prom= |
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& Vowr Sounenetde oot wll cheerw That the
wrerl @t of ihe tegalamon wa gonsderabh
mnadied Setiew g final enactment and that 1w
Aeerond miviasbie a1 e saggreon of The prdges o
P mpmms mAaisl e vem the danscion orgenall
rade  Between  wewdemesnoar  and  ouipable
Soveaiondr o g aeceveony s sunier, and aley in
e Apgrar o meTievence i B exetosed Wy the
pabee oo e dhe folest comadersiom of e
ctae b hen S the com L wr desermaned that it
el b B 1o leaer the aggemonment of pum-
et te be yeguiawd by the commiseoners of
comcwi. accondung 10 the natare and areumsances of
each cwer and that separmie spevial instioctions
honld b wwardd W the polceothicers, 3 well 2 w
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Wt eviervee of the possrss vested i them respe:
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2 Fonall, wbws we were wrduced by the adwce of
he mazsmal wdslal W Jrave out 3 pronison thal the
Mubomnoden liwofficers should not take any purtin
ek cass of sattee. Wewere doposed 10 think tha
whe smendance of the lawofficers might be lahke 10
s pmsrcion, and afford an opeang to byt o
which 1w drsrable 23 much as pacable o avoid; at
wg the otbence in question (rom the ordinary course
ol il wae doobiles entited w much and
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upon the whole we were willing to be guaded by their |

JisgeTacal v omitting the s=Cton ahogother,
. We beg o refer wout honoarsble court to the
snciomarcs comtined iy the Jemer from the registra
of the nizxnsl adalat wnder date the 3d insant (No.
203, fox the spevial imanuctons above noticed, whick
biane: been ixaed 1o the commissinners of arouit, the
vaagisreate, and the policeofficers for their guadance.
11 2o conrchuson we ventare s express aconfident
oxpecition that under the blessing of divine prov-
dence the import measure which we bave decmed

Tt our dvw a adoptwill he efficaciousin puting down e

the ahborrent peactice of suttee, 3 ConsumTAton, we

feel persisded, not les. anviusly desired by your |

Vi
e

extite: some degree of damour and disatsfaction,

i we are Srmdy porsiaded that such feclings will be
shortdived, und we trust that oo ~nsion deed
be epertnned of its excidng any violent

or any ovil consequentes whatever. :

less tavourable in forver tmes than 2t present, furits |
full and comples exocution. fiwould be tonmmucho |
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Froon e imaemorial the Hindw “\ﬁﬂhlll has

v estabhished amd on proporban o its “““Q'Iuli‘tr

cein s pniluencr over the mands of its Halkowers.

o rehgron has apostas bt e cace and none

bas ressted ore successiully the fierve spinit of

srosehtism which animared the ficst Mahomedan
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That the Hindw rehgon is founded Tike all velig-
pons on usage 43 well as precept and owe when imme-
monal 1 held equally sacred with the other. Under
the sancuon of numemotial usage as well as
Hinduw widows pertorm of thewr own accord and
wre and tor the benefit of their husbands” souls and
tor heir own the sacnfice of self immolation called
suttec—winch is not merely a sacred duty but a high
privilege to her who sincerely believes in the doctrine
of her religion—and we humbly submit that any
interference with a persuasion of so high and self
annihilating a natre is not only an unjust and intok
erant dictation in matters of conscience but is likely
whotly to fail in procuring the end proposed.

Even under the first Mussalman conquerors of

Hindustan and certainly since this country came

under the Mogul government, notwithstanding the
fanaticism and intolerance of their religion no interfer-

ence with the practice of sultee was ever m ~ Wefurtherb

Since that period and for nearly a century the power of

H'-: ::wm RVAREIG Bas bty eatblinhved i Reie

Wl Pahar vl Ui et o of the ey
Ay

ehal v el (RLTTTITR T Ay LT [TITRY m:m-d i any

WARBEE Ky the Peepntie of vive Hiada
Vst el we il

P e o

an o
. L has by varkens st of the
e Vaeal Bisin nder the sithoriee of
Hh e hosoanaiie Viunpany el exots, e e
oo Al loes, At aent a8 thew have

: W fromm. thwre inine ovarial are volably securesd

We learmed with i priee and
griel that while thin
i; Contessed o all havds the aholition of the practice
:l\ mﬂh ;llew o b defevdedd om tie ground
. W positive law o precepr enjoining it A
tontiiie devivedd rom a nusier of Minsus who have

Harbidden things in the society of Europeans and are
endeavouring w deceive your Lordship in couneil by
Assekthons that there is no law regarding sitee prac-
woes and that all Hindus of intelligence and educa-
Han are ready to asseat to the abolition (of tvem) on
“Mﬁnmmﬂmmhmm
beed by the taws fondamentally established and ac-
hnowlediged by all Hindus as sacred. But we humbly
SWbanit, fon) & question so delicate as the interpeeta-
tion of our sacved books and the authority of our
religious usages none but pandits and brahmins and
teachers of haly lives and known learning and awthor
Wy ought to be consulted and we are satisfied and
mm%hhmﬂmmwh
council will not regard the assertion of men who have
neither any faith nor care for the memory of theit
Aeestors or theic religion: and that if your Lordship
W conncil will assume (o yourself the difficult and
delicate task of regulating the conscience of a whole
people and deciding whatitought 1o believe and what
it ought to reject on the authority of its own sacred
writers that such a task will be undertaken ounly alter

f
i

f £ A & a

- —

anxious and swict enquity and patient consultation |

with men known and reverenced for their atachment
to the Hindu religion, the authority of their hves and
their of the sacred books which contain
its doctrines. And if such a satisfactory examination
should be made we are confident that your Lordship
in council will find our statements 10 be correétand
will learn that the measure will be regarded with
. minions as the signal of an universal armack upon all
leave to represent that the enquiry

i W

in question has already made by some of the |

b
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The aafed mersmre bot 208wrted 1 did ot 2n-
mh@nm-ﬂw{uﬁth—iﬁ
m&“dmiu’m
wich maers of CEsCienne :

The 51 was et the nuwiner of sattees in Bengal
comsiderably Bocasal n withim a short
Sme—and in arder 1 asceswin the amse 2 reference
s made o che e divass adobe who could assign
=0 seisfxwey o= ® account for it Though &
S e R e i
meck cxperience thar the nsricrenae of govern-

mear cven o this extent with the practicr was Bkely

T HINETH PN OVUTLIRY 40

Py draning w ot the asenition of the RATIVE oMy

"2 preaet degres dhan farmeshe 0 inrrease the
aumber of recanes,

From 3 csieheated mwance relafing e wnees tha
T imancdnately hereafier beg leave th cite your Lord-
Wep i caunesl will find dhat on the eanom alluded

mrhpuhumndnnluumdhynmpqm-

prevent the widow burning with her deceased hus
Mﬂm*h#nlqrmmvhhuﬁmﬂhnepur.
p-namm.lnﬂ:ﬁmnfh-nlﬂimhndhnﬂp.
Nobhren endeavoared o prevent s wicow perform-
g the wacrifice by making her bebeve that her hus
band kad leen slrcady burmt and wher she
drerwered thar she had been deceived offermg her
any wm of money that might be required for her
SUppEart 3¢ 4 recompense bun nutiing would saitisfy
hﬂuﬂmwmﬁmdnmllhudﬁp
ther gave orders that po one shauld be allowed
mtericre with the Hindu religion or customs,

Indcpendent of the foregoing satement your
Losgship m couadl will see that your predecessors
afier loag residences m India baving a complete
knowledye of the biws and customs of Hindas were
sausfied 2 1o such bws and never came to 2 resole
Gom 55 which devout and conscientious Hindus must
be placed 1o the wwmt painful of 20l predicaments and
rirl'ﬂﬁrcguinmdcgn:mhzirlnphymm
ment and douley its injunctions or violate the pre-
cepts of ther relighon.

Refore we condude we beg 0 request your inpar-
tial conaderation of the various acts of
pased froam bme o tme since the reign of his Majesy
(weorge the Third and which hawve ever since been
sty presesved. The substance and spirit of which

may be thus somoserd rpviz: that woone isto imterfere -

s argy shape iy the religion or the customs of Hindu
subjxis. These a0 conceived in the sparit of trust
wisdom and toleration were passed by men as well
acguzinted af least as any now i rxistence with our laws.
Leexns infringed by the wisest of those who have here
akiinisicred the powers of govornment and we
will he preserved for tw: Dsture us for the past inviotaue
s they are 2 most solcmn pledie and charner from our
sulers to ourscives, on e preservation of whi
rights morc mored in our eyes than those of property
or life jsef—and sure we are that when this most
by vour Lardshipin coungl the resohagion will be aban-
domed and that we shall oblin 3 permanent security
simmitar aftempls. :
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ad an (Rpene b e ot of Burring
: ~. 1II.-.';- sTirh .1 « weiten ia 1815, .'l]1-.‘};'.'{1-1l".'
# | v his sietern-law farced onn Wit brodey's
“ 1: bt ranslaned ik English anlv thres years
hl'-'- v THIA, T Koe sel ol 0 pove gt nane of the
L 'rul nt Higdu presuripls TEXIS Laid dlovwns thnt i dislom

easL comenit sarl; in eftect, it wneidence wsbtilied bo the
|1r'\-'.l' peapion of te Flizula ethos Lt response, FI. |“.lln.-
d 1"1 and agente=iglit pundit puliislied u '":"“L[ﬂfm
bl Row's argemen s were incoscert, and Pl

could not be ead e representative of Hindw
_J_{i.“l,,“ In B reply tn diis manilesto, Hov again
matshalicd texnui evdeace, dwelling pa Loubady o

AsserLng

the shermma, U0 show i, oo "1“13 ta e, sati was Dol -

oblpatury, and was in &t the “least wrtnans arg’ g
widleaw cauld perform. whirh had meaning onby it it was
walun kay 1@
This view of the shastea as being anclognus 1o the
Bitle or Kewan in laving down ethical Laws For the Sithdi
Wi 130 COanInoaL AImongsl Hiadus, whrse rehpions prac
pres anrd baliels were not condined in either one 1ex)
or a setnf wexes aloae. Yeoil peoacated Botish ativades
towands Einduism, and ey celied hirgrlr umin ghaserc
wexes in their Jater codifwason of Hindn personal Jaw.
Signihicandy, Roy did ool guestion Qe paciise e
suicide coull be noble, ux dul the Britich SUppoTLeTS at
e sad abolidon mwweoent For Chastiuns suicide was
sinful und cnminal; tor Hindus several kinds of spicide
could he holy. The orthodox Hindn ment was Ul
sal ulloweed women, who wes e 'devoic of virtuons k=aawl-
edpe’, lo acquire such knowledge and @l it to theic
families; against this Roy argued that women

possessed virtwons knowledge, for their Lives shawed duat

they were ‘infinitely more self-sacrificing than men”. " In
aressing (har hecoisn was parl of women's daily lives,

worme o ki Tnelia wllsacrfyn

gualiny WonguisYing fnd,
anes Thi dishine o was
West a1 in Tndia Fself: (1 s WL il
the pricniise barknrigm of ¢
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e Ohrient, il wpy 4.
by devarlon aned
. Ml courage; of

woman W K2 ot the

: ‘ meni ey
04 :I.g.ri.; A,d-.]-:,nrerl i Favour of fffu:fni:: t'::u:;l:':
ronditlons, the wnmen's o4
proade anaoiaer, ek o
The Giest schooly fisr
AMENCan mlwionacies
y WXL BR women®s edy
| Abengaily Ly an tng J:ﬂ::y::lnnﬁ::r
was pnh':t».‘l-,cd b ke Female Juvenile Sucie :I
| L.:It'ult':x. B-,- THT there werp twelve yirls: uhmlt: ru:
:w Missiondriey iy Housghly distrer one Pear bater. rhe
al.II:I!! l'Ie:'I.}' bor Natlve Fesnale Letucation ir, Catonyg

girle were wareed by i,
in the 1810y,
Catian in g5
ian, Caurmuh

' jlish and
" in 1R 1he first

By the midnineteen, Lrng '
had beenme an 15sue which w: :?:;:mk; '
tuurthodox Hindus, Bradimos® and ra'dkuli'.udmfrﬁ}
!].r_-nga}. eapecially Calcuws, Fears of the erq
inteutions of misdonary sciols wepe 2ired 2t tke same
Ume as Brabine and Hindy schook forgirlwere opened
0 Bengal. and wene par(s responsible fae their openi
While the Dissionary schonls of the =arly njmmmﬂ;v
CERMUY Nad bien atended lurgely by girds from Fmﬁ
Caimilies, ™ these iewschag's Gllered logirlsof the upper
caates ™ Firat [eaays inta the zenamgss IMOMmED 1quarters)
o andarmabais as they were knowrin Ueagal, also be

L
> be made al this fime b canupaiy oers fog m;ﬂﬁ‘;. u
l:l.l:l:‘l.h:l‘ Wanien. Knoma as €1¢ mne edizcation” TOWEs
menl, itwse forays o were inidaied by Erg'ish, Seuttish
. and Nocth Arrerican massonanies, whis were. withise
some vears, jaired by Beahenns. Over tine, the cuicula
were wlupted by Braboes 1 suit wiar they felt utrﬁ
li

44

- Bengali requirernents =
The moyemen for wosnens cducation s gemera)
described 2s haviog been foried hy dhe need of a

- milicu, With the growth of Brivsh cducation aod rew

eising muiddle class 0 adape its women w3 1\‘-.-54:"%

- cmployment epparttnines for mea, e pobbc privac
 dichotomy grew 10w 10 onpositian tetweer. he wosld
- and the howe, Taiher than  complenzentacity of hogy
extent, this de-herized the hervie by rendesing iteom- o, Tu pugic crudely. irstead of beiog 4 sauctimry (or)
nmionplace, it also burdened Indian {Hindu) women by }: mdud.. eve i while yemaining lﬂll:ﬂh:lﬁ 3 sancty,
defininy them us casentially and contnuounsly selfsacr- - © ag), the hﬂ""ﬂ began to represent the m""ﬂﬂ"ft -
ficing. In movements ta follow dhis poinl became akind — * madilions which were seorned as bigoted or T'-"““ﬁ
of refrain in arguments on the nawure swd fights of  had, thesfore, fo Le reformed "ﬂ w'

Roy attempted ta rieal with the heroic by rausionming
it from being exceptional W being everpday: if, 1o some

: g ;
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cottiplese o ity with the piw ikl onatalede. Sumnita
Hatiergee hay descilied b e trmilitbosis e the e ai
ahipl were Biovght umder celilenl iy, Pape sally
maokat w they concermedd I‘illl"l.ill'l.‘ll“lli'l Hheow g
Populas culineal Torms sucly a songs wnd rechuly (hir
ar panchiis, bnkadathan Under colomial iniueace,
|Ilnr Mhadraloh leartil t view (poge fevmis as Jose pild
obscene’ feom ile ok eaglieenth v the el ol 1e
minese et cenim bosth wibasbonay wed el isionstig e
Wievature absounds wih hearilied des dotlang of the
tindonmment whigh “pyven’ e livas aaimes e njowed
oy ereligions cital and emeciainment, Nt w bt
surprising than e cibald sy of F'n'.wllnl: Nengall
SOV I articular, dvew dislwonr fom e Vieworar i
whe comiderimend s et of et o e ruey berta I
i being besil The Oherdvnfiak began, mlrrmm{u:n ]'l':-:
},u atvachtional songs and vecua'swalyin the al'.lhrllm:! nal
A EX ORI WoRes 1o wWilitisinesy anl Nluhlh"lf: al the

sme tme, women's enjoment of such entertaln et

wits described as bndic AR their “natiyal’ tenderee 1o
wards deprwine.™ (This aer siew I of mut;r'e:tl-
tenched in wadiional Winduy e heeptions of fensnd ne
ture). Wormen's education, i, wan & way of heth
detaching upper-caste women from Wy contact wiih

the salgar masses’, and of eneing then of tkeir Luem
vulganty,

ment, therelore, was also fo marginabize popular forms
of women's entectamament, pushing thels peeforomers
e secking new averies of exploymen:, Trad:Gonal

spaces for the expression o a wonan'svo.ce” were i '

(uether cunailed,

The mid-nineteenth centiry also saw the growth of
reform movements in Bombay Presidency. begininog
with attacks on “priestly obsewrantism' and ‘the instin-
tion of easte' " As in Bengal, Initia) attacke catne in the
form of polemics against orthadox Hindo austom, fol-
bowed by the spread of ceformebased crganizations and e
founding of insdindons, such as schools and hoies Yet
there weee important differences in the social reforms of
Bombay Presidency and Beagal: from it incepdan, sodal
reform in Bambay was composed of twa separate hut

One of the elleets of the women's exdieatlon moyes

often intereonnccied strandse the anlicase m:rlx:rncnr."‘-'

launched by Jow-caste and ‘untouchsble’ groups, and the
high caste movemer. for reform, In co bracr, social red

in Bengal was dominated by the npper<astes, and though

there were spaces for reform issuesin popular mavernenis,
a3 with the Vaishnavites, these were notincarporated -ota

 mainstream social refonm campaigns. nordid they acquire

 the ideas of modemisr and progres which can be Jeld o

 religious body

\
1

¥
]

characterize nineleenth-enury social reform. Atacks on
caste-hierarchies and easte-based power struciures in Bom:
bay did not, howeser, lead (0 the founding af 2 new
as they did in Bengal, nor evcr, to major
movements for religious reform. '

TINR NI TS CENTLRY 10

b e LN, 2 monement fa bring converty back
i il Wl fole) seared I Bombay oy, A Hindu
Mislonary Sorie iy wan lannded which pertormed eere
pictien e a1 R mdase who we e conserts i Chrisels
aniey ar Talaen back it Hindulvn; the Soclery aho
st pllfied the marriage cecemony (which ook seseral
daeyd and traned priess, ane ali of whom were
= alinans ™

Py he 18406 i ab Brabman stodenis fe barh Prona
and Bombine elty esponsed che reform af Hinelaiorm;
students e, Paona modelied shemyelves on the Derox-
yans i Calenta and came o e knawi ay (e Young
Peans gronp; ln 1844, the Bealiman armacrc: GH.
Dealyisuals  Lokalitwadi’y began pubiishing wtacks on
thie Bl prbesth ooy and the dalit yelea Phule Cab
fee donately called ‘votita) souncled li it sehioal for
gi7ls In Poori, One year bater, the Paramihanss Maralal
wis founded in Bomlmy ciry, by both Brabowans aned
notbrahmans; 18 members cunpaigned agalnst casce

- segegation, and keld seceee meetlngy at which they aue

Seeland deank waise ogether, In the sanse year, studerits
of Hlphinstone College it: Bambay opened a sehoal for
girls and sirted o monchly magazine for wamen,™ By
1452 Phavile had opener three schools for girle.and one
for 'untouchaoles'

Onikodox Hindu reactions to these developments
were not slow o came, and were considerably sironger
in Bombay than i Dengal, especially in Poona One of
the veasons For this was that Braliman powerstructuses

“were fur strongecin Bombay peesidency Uit ao Beagal,

and Poana was 3 gontre of Bralmanic culoare. On a few
uecasions, soclal roformens weze ever. beaten ups Poule,
whi Lved in Poona faced enormous hosulity from caste
Hindys for hue presi:mption in atlempLng ko raise te
itatus of 'untouchables’, especidlv girls, Under pressure
from. conservative Brahmans, his father theew him oul
of his home, and ha was ostraclzed by many members of
hiz own commurioy.!

by the 13805 crthodox Hindy seacton w osial To-
form campaigns had also grown considerably stronger-
This was parly 2 nawral corollary cf the groviug
strenigth af these canypaigns, and partlya reaction Lo the
kind o support the Baytlsh were giving to them and the
wzy thev were wsed w [uel European comtemngy. for
"natives’. When LG Vidyasagar launched o campdign o
cemove the ban oo widow remarrlage, in the early §R5s.
e began, s other social reformers had done, with 2
tract in Bengali showing that widow remarmiage was
accepted by the skasoas, and be debated the isaue with
Hind. pundits in Sanskit. The debate was taken up by
tae vernacular press acd soon songs were heard bath
praising and lambasting the campaign and it leader.
Desesibing same of the soogs of praise, Sumanta Baner-
jee Fas pointed out thal many of them adopied the

~ 'widow'svoice’, telling of her pleasure atthe prospect of
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P unalsie 1o e 00 38 the conrns sun by the Eastdndn
Crienpany and the Brivish gesernment had declared ihis

Hirgal, moremer, the ban an widow semarrage ‘tends

grrerally 1o depravatnn of morals, Several hiseariane
beave gronnted cor thar the Brivsh eodifieatiaon af Tinde
law tended 10 smpese Bealunenle mitual on 2 Hindus
acvarding ro Vilyaagar's peotion, this had aappened
with the ban ar widow remarmiage. The Rill, theyrlore,
el as well have been seer as a repeal of the Britsh
law AgAknst whlow rermaniage Vet che situalionm was e
plicated in twe ways. fon the Deaiman-dominated Hindi
arthodaxy the asgument that many Hindu coanmunéies
allensed] wadews t remarry wis a challenge 1o e

anhnmdditﬁ Pkpll‘i n’-ili-t"fr;}wurr’ﬁ?inmjsl ML“II

Drawing by Herbert Johnson in Mary Frances Billington: Hoers in. Indis, rpL. Delhi, Amaske Rook Agency, 1973,
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idsoanels ¢ s in i the deceased widint mar, ;
exal icap . - remarminge of His huaband - arn  Widow
s withy extablislhed vostem, 13 o and, Lhe  spia jooidet whi has re-enar
'R ln sl e with o moe mireprc HI:FFII'H.”F[“ ol s tnllull.rn ded shail figve
'I'I acenes of their religion, lildier, 1he fp.  freowig the same ﬂ!'lll
4 3 _') R ..‘: o rhe Cail Loe adminie  ther o pacesnal grandfather, or the of inheei x
:h...1 e Courts o Justice shadl o mother oc p_.-urmnl gravdmother, of g gl wnuld hive had, had such TiAr-
tonger preven: those Hindoos who may  the decrased husband, of 3ey wale riage been her fest marriage,
be o rinded feom sdoptng adiflerent Tr'h'w" nlthe deceased husband, may V1. Whitever words spaken, ceretig-
cusiom, In accocdance with the dictates ':cm.iml.' l.hrc I_ug'll.l'l!l Calet EI?ng-':IﬂEi- ﬂ'**l‘ﬂ"fﬂrmtﬂ-ﬂwaﬂemmm
of their zwn consciences, and whereas  nel jurisdiction in Gl cages In the on the marriage of 3 Hindoo ‘“H;
s st elieve allsach Hndoos from place where the deceased hushand w5 who has noe
this leaal incapacity of which thevcom.  domiciled at ihe time ol his death, for Pheioe been pre .
aing e the remesal obal’ legal ule— the appoinment of satte proper pep. o tso .
pPaim, e pet: : married,  are
| stacles o the mamage of Himdon  sonto be guardiim ﬂlheﬂidchildrpn, mri{“lah‘i alfickent @
| Widows will tznd to the promotion of  and I]'u:rcupnm it shall be lawful for the W”"“ comlitre o
good marals amil o the public wel-  said Cowrt it shallvhink l‘.t,tna.ppuim ﬁcm*nﬂdh;: valid marriage
fare—N 15 enacred as follows:— such guardian, who, when appointed,  widew shall have m
L. No muwriage conwacied beoween  shall be entided 16 have the ware and same effert it
| Hindoos shuli be invalid, and the wene  custody of the suid children, or 2ny of spoken,  per-
| Marmage of ofno such mar-  thewm, during theis minority, I the  facmed, or made onshe marriage of a
| Hindeo Wicesss rage sball b il place of their mother; and in wmaking  Hindea Widow; and no marriage shall
Segoband legitimate. by such appointment the Court shall be  be dedared invalid on the ground thar
| _ Fedson of the guided, so [ar as may be, by the laws and  such words, ceremonkes, o engage
| women having been prcnnu:lymaﬂ:lﬁd rules in foree touching the gnardian:  menw. are inapplicable w e vise of 2.
| or betrothed o another persor. wha  ship of children who have neither fr  widow, £
was dead al the time of such marriage,  ther nov mother. Prosided thay when VL [rmmu-mmmknm
| awy custom and any interpretation of  the said children have oot property of  whase marrlage has oot heen consunr-
'I Hindna law to the conlrary notwith-  their own sufficieat for theic support  mated, she shall not ce-marry withoot
| standing. and proper education whilst miners, the corsent of
IL AN nghys and interesss which any  no such appoinument shall be made Coment to rorrimge e Bather, or il
Widow may have in her decrastd hus  olberwise (han with the consent of the o 8 aidio avee “she has no fa-
tand’s property by way of wainte  wother, unless the proposed guardian s a wiser ther, of her pa-
Rights of widow in nance, or by shallhasegiven seurity far the support s D womal
Bscouten Nartomd S inlieritaince. to and proper education of the chideen- - grandtather, or,
property, oreaseon her husband or  whilst minors, - i she has no sich v, of her
her re-marriage 0 his lineal sue- IV, Nothing in this Act contained shall  mother, or. failing al)l these, of her
cessors. or by vir- - be construed to cender any widow,  elder brother, of, failing 310 brothers,
we of any will or wstamentary dispasis  who, at the time of tw death of any  of her next male celative. All persons
ton conferring wpon her, without  person leaving any properly,isachild:  knowingly abetting a earriage wade
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& 1 HISTURY OF ININEG

i huis limead suce easers v wenld cease 19 be hers upon
temariage—atnless she was expressn peramitled’ o
keep ot That is 1o say, if she hod the yight @ mainte-
i .‘|'|1{'¢', armhermace, orwaswilled property, she would
inefei 1 on remarviage. uniess her haband had an-
nounced she was free to remarry, or her caste 6F com-
muniy rulesspecified that she could keep her propery
an remarnage. Borth weee aunlikely eventuatities. Lucy
Larroll has cited various instances inwhich this distine-
ton hemeen kinds of property rights for widows was
weed by velatives o dispossass them, It communities
which had by customary aw allowed hoth widow 1emnar
riage and the retention of property. Interestingly, one
of the examples she gave was of & case brought by
members af atribal family, claiming thaton her remar-
cage une of their widows had forleited ber right to (he
property she owned, The case was won on a minimal
showolcvidence thatcertaln Hindu practiceshiadbeen
sdopted by some branches of the tribe ithe Rajhaosis),
The Court held this euficicar evidence 1o bring the
catire tribe urder the scope of the Act.™ Thus the Act
prosaded mercenary reasons for non-Hindus 1o Hig-
duire dheir customs; = legislative changes did affect
pablic practice, and thus public opinion, even if ot in
the way they setout o do

By the 1850x, several different strunds could be dissin.

grished in the social reform movement, An example of

1
1aev had faj)-
alist liney, ,:.‘nt::;‘:;m“ﬂ-lhnm Tajian. !
mdnna[einllﬂrmlrﬂhimq i Ih":ﬂrﬂ i 1

A special place 1
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Tatwabodhing SPTeHed by memneny o |
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this is the wide vangs of opinicn mwh}tmlw R «

be educated and what their education should consist of,
At one exireme, the Bombay Parsi Framgji Bunmanji de
» English manners

i v

clured “we want e Englsh
and English behaviour for our wives and
until these are supplied, it i hut just that the present

between i Englihman and the Undian should rep g

as wide as ever.'™ Fm.hm_cmnmag h thi

Anglophilia. Though K.C. Sen £l the *encomn =
Chrisdanity’ was one of the best mor 2
hisiory, Bengali literature and Brahmno “relic
srucunn’ were cssential in the corcienl
schools and 'home educatinn” graups ¥
gave no religious instrociion at all, by
skrit and Bengalt caught in his girl
.I i I‘I a i o y .5 g




F‘C‘f*P'! From Lajpat Rai's
A H'u&l!'_j.* i the Arya S'qw

The Relations of the sexes

[t st he frankly admigy
SR Wvto being 1he bt ¢
able. In certain respects
af men, A Broportion of ¢
only & very srmall

ed that when the Arya Samaj
1F Hindu wore was deplor-
I Was even worse than (hat
he men (though compris
PETCENtAge Of (he Population) had

Trf Cved some sary of education, in the schools and
u\'ll::gr-: Opened by the G

MISSEOnaries an

reasons, Among th
have worked for improvement in

© agencies thay
Arva Sumaj Occupie

this respect, the

Vinces of
be safely said thar there has ombinc S

e o nccurred g tamorp
315 1o the oudook of men towards mmx ok
English education and W

: _ CHern ideas have played
AN IMporant partin engendering this change, butan
*qually great, if noteven greater,

thasbeen plaved

by an appeal 1 the ancient I-I'imFi':l ilealy of hfﬁ:n,
od and to the tcachingﬁ of the ancient Hindy
religion in the matter of the relations of the ——
study of ancient Hindg litcravure made it abundantly
clear that the present unenviable lot of Indian womex
Was due to a deterioration of ther old eal.
Ancient India, both in theory and practice, women
were placed on a pedestal in society; equal (o that of
men, if not higher. As regards education and mar-
riage they held an equsl position. The girls were
equally entited to roceive education, and no limit-
tionsatall were set on their ambition 1 thisdirection,
Study was equally enjoined for the girls as well as the
boys, The only difference was that, in the mcut‘girh.
their period of education expired sooner than thatof
boys. The minimum age of marriage for girls was
sixteen, as compared with twenty-five for hD}!'nHl
was based on Hindu ideas of the physiological differ-
ences between the sexes. It is presumed that as re
gards the choice of 2 mate, both Pﬂfﬁﬂ“’“jmﬂ“"]
freedom and equal opportunities. The ideal marriage

ith the mutual
mmmngamk.andmmmdm L |
consent of the parties. Yet, so many varicties of legal -

far example, if sl be barren, or addiced © swong |
 drink or guilty of immerality, or even when where is |

of marriage MRS ot courtshiz was 10 g e
wnknown in Hindy SOOETY, dincd furiherm o,

natregarded with any grave disa pprobation
353 rule subject 16 conre) by parenis, by,
#ven sons, Hindu mothers, wives,
1ers occupled a higher position
pants ever had i Chiristian &ﬂ'ﬂpt before 1 s
nineteenth cen ury. [n the family the povition of 1he
mother was higher than that of the father. Aceording
10 Manu she is eniitled 10 a thousand times greater
respect and reverence than the Exther, She was in
Wpreme control of the house and at the helm of
houschokd aTasrs, including lirnances, :
Hindu law recognizes the fights of the mother, of
the widow, of the daughter, and of the sister 1o
property in their own right. with exclusive control
over it. even when a iember of a jnint family. A
mother has an equal right with the father to the
Buardianship of her children, On the death of the
father her right is alwolute, An ideal Hindu wife is
never expected to earn her lvelihood. She has been
exempied from this busden by virwe of the
riority of lier mother-function, Male members have
been made responsible even for the fnaintenance,
ete. of uanvried girls and widows, though the katter
are not debarred from ascquiring propesty by inheri.
tance, by gift, or by their owin skill, In no case have l
males any legal control over the property of females.
The Tlindu warriage is 2 sicrament, and a8 such,
in theory, indissalinhle. Says Manu: _
“The whole duty, in brief, of husband and wife
tuwards each other is that they cross not and wandes
not apart from each other in thought, word and deed
unul death, And the promise is that they who right
cously dischacge this duty here shall not be parted
hereatter, by the death of the body, but shall be
together in the worlds beyond abso™, FEPT .
Swami Dayanand isterprets the ancient Rishis as
disapproving of second or third marriages on the
death of husbands and wives (Manu is supposed to
lay this injuction on widows only), In any case, Day-
anand does not lay down any rule for wonwen ﬂlid_l
he does not apply 1 men also, and in so doing he i
merely following the spirit uf the ancient lawgivers.
ted to remarty cven in the fifetime of the lawful spouse;
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Sistexry and 3l
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iage are known (o Hindulawas toleavenodoubl  complcte lunl:::upumd‘:ﬁm:
mm'ﬁmm of the Hindus t:;k extreme aé'w m»m,'h ::fm:' husband; for example, if he be
; * difficulty, and indeed unnaturalness, of aticmpting i the I Sar ) falls into dissolute
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