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e poem begins when the speaker addresses the city of Chicago
ve short lines. He calls Chicago a series r.:af names—it's a "Hog
utcher” and a "Tool Maker" and a "Stacker of Wheat" (and a bunch

ther things t0o). The Chicago that the spaaker persomﬂes Is burly ;
tc:ugh

Then, in longer lines, the speaker describeéthﬁéfifife of the city. A i—
mysterious "they" tells the speaker that Chicago-is "'wiéke‘d “'*’éi'bck-!
and "brutal,’ and the speaker agrees with a!l of these Judgments F <
has seen prostitutes, killers, and starving fam:nes But the speaker

responds to this "they” and pronounces Chlcago 45 "30 proud to be

and coarse and strong and cunning.” It's a wbrant and dynamic c:t'
and the speaker finds beauty in it, despite ItS dark corners. i

The speaker then describes Chicago again in a series of short line..
Chicago is constantly "building, breaking, rebuilding." This is the life
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snd the "the heart of tha peepie
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