7. The Campaign Against Dowry
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Aftermarth of a dowry demonstration, Delhi, 1983

| have been H'anmg for 10 mondhs on children's
classes, adult literacy programmes and health
camps, 10 additon (0 raking up local issues, in
Chernbor slums in Bombay,

In the course of working in the glum Pancha Seela
N'.:i'J;'_lr, Wi W i.rl.[:f_'ld'.ll'-!'{l 1 Mala I'k_lj‘._:l, | young
womitn who lived in the slum and was a potential
leader among the women,

Same time ago, Malarkodi had run off 1o Madras
with a former boviriend. Her husband went and
hrought her back, promising to behave well. But

after that he contimued o remind her of e el e
ment, He used tw drink and beat her up. All the
neighbours knew this since it was an evervday
rovtine. Bui this Sunday the rontine wok a [l
turn, She died.

When [ asked some of the men why they had nos
intervened, their reply was that it was a "famnily
quarrel” A step ahead was the reply: ‘She was
killed by her hushand. So why should we lnler

feresd”

| found thai almost all men, whatever their ¢lass,

e . ———EEET TR D AR P PR R AT T E Y el R T f TETSa e 80 satkus e it K § S Tl L T,







THe T WS oMy OF IS

Jorl o seaties, thumieghi an the some manaer. When
we nent 1o the polce inspeeion of Titak Nagar 1o
demand Malarkodi's hoedy, e aeld: “"Why are vy
faking ups this jxeoer She wat an ommos sl wooman
thherwisr, i sane PMushand wonld oo this

Later, when D was nareatieg the inchdent 1o wane
vy wlior staddees in mv cluss, they lon oflered the
same consclabon Oy, 0 was ey Biasbsanal wlhion

Killed her. Then what oan vou o #bosit o3

[ his kind of "famil winrTe 1" §s commnmaon 10 all clasees,
religions. and communiries, all ever Iadia, Indersd, the
term dowsy has bhecome euphemism for wile-Yanesing
& prachoce =o familiar that stch wsolece has hecome a
key wssue in pracncally all movements in which women
have e aciive

Thats communists and left parties have been embar-
rassed  anto ;|..!-m|:r|n;:_ I exIsiz &ven among thicir
members (see Renu Chakravary] [ebhecame 4 ceneral
1ssue of the Shalhada movemenl, and of feminist nuose

nenis all over the countzy. And yet, until recencl

vinlence wathin the family remained hidden and even
now, women hesitate o speak of it fov-a variety of
reasons

P fem i e salil TR Beat sow, 1 ahanigha bes
was [oblng. Mo one har wird thew words 4o e all
oy Gifr. When he bear mare the Frst time, wiih his
handds, 1 was sbhocked. The secand me—with 3
worrler henger, | wisd "No (hils can't b trze, L
L an el 'lr.'.|-|pr|m wr MEI' The i'mied) rime bt was the
belt, the burkle hacl the pose, and the bvkdge
Lireske, | was numh nedt 8o rrach with the pair, baig
tlespnnit . Mo ome had warred e oaer i age o lupela el
vivis. He aalel "You are & sick curse, ymin are an ielint
Vou are geesd for nothing, [ eouid have got a bedeey

wir] aned a lot of dowry oo’

l pobnied oo Tt was you whe approached my
motler, You were most keen. You wold vy mother
vous it want dawry,

1 goe Benten

He sasd: 1 will aever pay for your exgemnies..
Your clathes, .. vour medicines

[hen Ee.gaid: “You think too much of vounelf.’

| saied: "Bt 2 deoy youy

Hiee saanck: You ﬂll_‘-l'-' up the casy way, | am el f

e nan.”
A couple of times, adter fieree fighes, and a lot of

Ant-dowiv d cmonstration, Delhi, 1980
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k shelter with 2
 { left she house and 100
h'm.m_'!nm vach time, the faces of 1/ children

would haunt me. atsd 1 would returm the aear day

iy | laft with the children,

[ can une sy
?ﬁﬁ:ﬁiﬂ So [ repuried. 120} Tla_ﬁu: l::i::
w iptervene. he woulld breal off 'I:rﬁ:;‘l;mnd;
shem. With the resull that the b ‘r bty e
who drepped in became fess, L was aftaid o
ew friends (what will they think wh:‘:d they 5
ot my hushand beats me?) So | wa M\fl
isolation, a social outcasie with a shyra A1t
to sy pame

¢ countless incidents of such vior
Jemce, it is seldom that we see women giving up thelr
oppressive gituations and moving aul, I‘;ﬂlr Lhis s he
caust, tn many families (partcularly middle clm}_a
woman's life iv defined only in the context of a man s
The following swatement pravides an example: ‘[ was
twelve or thirteen when [ was married... don't remeti-
ber exactly when He beat me from the very beginning.
He wserd 10 diink, come home, and beat o, He used (0
burm me to—and kick me mereilessly. 1 slfered very
badly... He beat me up brutally, it’s true; but at least he
was there."

Over the years, feminists have heard these saddest of
words used me and again and have grown 10 wider-
stand their full significance; indeed. itis only by coming
across this again and again that women have grown w
recagnize their own helplessnessin view of the dannting
situation they face in this country. Itss impossible to live
in Indha without being aware of the gruclling hardship
people have to face 0 survive, the paucity of food and
clothing, or education, that is part of everyday life. The

Although there ar

sicuation is made more difficult because of the years of

conditioning which dn not allow a woman to see her
husband as anyting other than a god. Thus, women will
protect men even at ihe cost af their own lives. The
incredible mental cruelty that some families inflict upor

their daughtersin-law is wragically revealed in a series of

- letters published in Manushi, written by a poung girl who
killed herself wo months after she was margied. The
following extract is from her [arcwell betier to her
husband:

My Raja (Lard)

1 am going away. Forgive me...

Ever since | came to your house your family has
had difficulties. My coming into your house was
not auspicious for you, So I am going away. [ will
make every effort to see that 1 do nol survive,
because if I do, not only will my life be ruined, but
50 will vours. Do not take me (0 hospital..,

Only vours

Jae !

Taw committed suicide be
Family toctured her for Imﬁn;mbfmpuh m“h
by way of goods; inacking her and her lhmﬂ;ﬂi‘:h
qualiy ofl?od al the ﬂﬂdingmdm i
bridegroom's Faily, We do nut know wheher oy
husband 160k a formmal duwyy when he l'wh, e
he did a tew months after hey suicile, but ghe ok
doulit thai in contemporary India ﬁu;m.: "mi- nol
not torurally ask for or even 1ake dawry, m:::lmom
their expectation thid the bride'y fum’l;;ﬂi Tesin-
tain a standasd of life which e bridegroesm b“'l-'w
mandalory. ' g
The tist protests againg: dowry |
fcm!'n'ﬁl mwemem:‘;crr made b:m“l'?ﬂwm
gamzaton of Wamnen in Hrdclal.ml in 1975 [hﬂu;ht ki
;::;:;.- of therr demonsirations nombered Ja:-m.}-
people, the protessdid i ™
st 10 nat grow intw a full fledged
After a Jult of around twa Maveinen
: YEATY, 3 now
against ﬂ-?\h‘l‘)- started n Dellvi. This fime it was againsi :
vivlence inflicted upon woinen for duwrics: especially
against murder and abeuuent 1o s ide
e ! . Though there
ave since been protests against dowry harassuent and
murder in several parts of India {Puniah, Malrrashira,
Karnataka, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rengal), sustained
agilation against dowry and dowryrelated crimes has

mainly been in Delhi. Among the reasons for this is

that Delhi seems tn have the highest number of dowry .
motivated murders of women. In IMTMM:" i &
feminist group, Stree Sangharsh s

analysis of duwry: S e .
As Eugels pointed out in
relations within the fami
the development of
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Ansidiow v demonsuaton, Delhi, 108)

tons of wlivrince beciine paramoLnt Erizols
ussel thig1o differentate hetween siddleclas and
wurking=rlass amilies, saving thar as working vlass

Farmili=s did not own provare property, indeer e e

Wik B0H SMporant :u{d thus the material basis fos
Women s Opprossun ehied avont. et 3 'uu..r'.-c.J.-:,_f-i:.:.ln
Families. In doing this he not only wrongly wdent
fird women's opprcaston by massing the sexual
division of Lahour, the need for reproduciive con-
rol, the }.l&!-JﬂlLlLf, and the f'.-:!l*l-'.-"l:f of temale
labour power as praperty under capatalism, bt
abo conflated the gquestion of private property Wi
that of inheritance. While the gueruon ol inhen-
tance remains 2n inught into women's oppression
it ia not the sole relationship of private property to
this oppression, The example of dowry in India »
a clear one of relavonship with private property in
which this becomes a bridegreom price and is
added o the immediate, consumable famiky
capital, used cither to further business ventures, o
erluecate POUNEEE SO %, T buy a pu'm'-liu:-u_ g Ty

furmish a daughter’s dowry. In many cases it does

wul semadn wathin the immediate kamaly, ot e
Ly someons rlse's prvaie property

Further, they sugpested thas m the present Stmstaen
the Lnidegroom Biualand became 2 cortuitl for the
frsrisleg r.—llll.quld r:n;uiu.l, anng itiat i this case the slie
ol the bridegroom dd sl coaiter mghi ol awne rehips v
the buyer: an the contrany, the WRnssclion was cosey o
the payrie i of aod money 19 an exhibidon on Gowiy
murdes they showed thatsuch inw Cers were o itied
by middie class entre preneurial Faimilics. wher killed s0
that ther #1ns could remarry and amass mare weel

Though the Maksla Dakshals Samin was the [ns
wnmen's organaatian in Delth's contomporiny feminist
movertent to ke up the lssue of deowiy and dowry
|31 dssie ne, itwas St Sanghassh whose campsagn made
diwry mider 2 houschold term I'he Mahita Thakshata
I onstraton in Delhs and also

Samiti had orgenized a dem
puldished = honklet on the ismue, O June 1 1979 Sexi
Sangharsh organizcd a demonswrabon agllis the dealh
of Tarvinder Kaus, a young woman wike lved in el

A member of the avdience tellivg
her story, Delhi, 1980
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Parents of dowry victimes join women's OCgania
against the increasing nurmbers of dowry de

saying that her death was murder and that she was killed
berause her parents conld not [ullil the everin TCASInE
demiands of her in-laws, Tmpetus for this demonstration
cone, in faer, from the Indvaprastha College Wormen's
Comuuttes, furmed w 1978, who wld Sir Sangharsh of
the murder and suggesied that they demonstrzwe, The
Indraprastha College Commiuee, and the Progressive
Students’ Organisation = inarched under the Su3 Sang-
harsh banner, adding both nuambers and milianey. The
demonstration was widely reponted by the national press
and n the next [ew wecks there was a spare of demuon-
strations against dowry deaths, ouwe of the biggest ones
being -'.rlga'nisrrl by the Narn Raksha Sawmiti, on June 12,
through the alleys of uld Delhi. Each upne hic the head-
lines.

Unuil this thine women's deathsby-fire had been pat
down assuicide, and even these suicides were racely scen
as being due 10 dowrvharassment, No-one (including
the pahice} had ever bothiered to invesdgate them, or
even catcgonze them. And rosily they had been passed
oft as 'private” affairs which took place within the family
and which were no conrecn ol the stae, Within weeks,
however, termanists reversed the indifference of decades,
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alionsg i e T stz i

aths in the capiial, 19K,

Lnking cieath-ony-fise with dawry ha
that many official *sicidey were §
SOME CASCS, Victhrns ofd
erough o indict iyeir
lin the

Rsamene, showing
0 Bt murders. §a
Wy murder had oiten fved | ng
it !'f'“l-"iﬂlds and inlaws of ey
. i c._'.'u':g declarations), hot ¢ & abil gatory police
Ei?ﬁ:fl i::ic::::“ detayed and a ciory 34 o vielg

L] fee, such cased were then wWritten off as
wifirle and, the whole matier forgouen,

Iowever, when Femonisss rased duse W0ICes againg:
rhicsitation, imnslmg l!uauiying drrhmi.mnixu“md
asevdenre, that police procedures he lightened up, and
these murderers be confronted Sy socieny, Jome people
did listen, and sorme Joined in tre pronests as well, The
fst Srri Sangharsh Gemonstration had webled by the
ume it reached Tarvinder Kaur's iredaw’s house: noton'
did neighibours join in with their chitdren, bot so did
sweepers, domestic workers, and passers by,

On the 30 of [one residents of Malviya Nagar dem-
oustrated agaiust the yourder of Kanchan Chopra, an-
other young woman. the presious night Kanchar bad
visited her perents ou the 29h morming wnd had said
then that she was afraid berause hes indaws were de-

nranding mare dowry and e cavening to kill her i was
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Taking 2 break during the Dahej Viros l.I!r Cheraa
Manch demonstratgon, Delln, 1942

Cieneral of Police (Delhi), who agreed in th E }1;;2-
ing committee consisting of the f-i'.'_pnr|m«_':.‘.lt'lIt‘lIll;i'MII1
e and 3 Deputy Superinte ndi:nl,whlu a-.lm t t,. 3
cases of dowry harassment, Howeser it took many yed
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Many Femin st hase
the muleasisas

I Erar af
* 86 as i
CEUr in faing
NG ung atper
(he itiseluey Nl g
e autand lve by themsepyes
Enalen at nasing thiy 10 g3 i
on of the Lamily inatead of filing tan.

plaints of sssaulr agains 1) [opie who tumed bride;
for dowry, bl they have b foy wteraatives. lromicalle
eanught, it 5y easier 1o e

Aosrs aesauly thag oy
murder lor i deathdv fire (here is almest abwasy no
eddence 10 show thin it is murder and nog siicide o
accident "Hes sacl paliay AUl Fre ™ 'there way a siowe
accident =" The e main kindy of evidence in giuch
casesare ak dsing declacaions made bw e victima when
they survive lorg enough w be roshed 1, haspita; b
circumsanidal exidence: lesters, neighbaurs' festime
s aid s, nj.'lfl': declaraions pave fmqilcml'; been
completely ignored by the nolice, 41 iy the Tandnder

her being a prustien:
Cases ol dow

A mother shows a picture of her dead
daughler, dpre not known

‘Burned lier', slogan painted on wall of Iﬂtltd. 3
dawry murderer's house, dace not koown 2 o







