Chishtiyya

The Chishtiyya is the first sufi order of India. It
was a branch of 'Ba-shar'. This sufi order is
very famous in India. Their spiritual centers
spread over India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.
The name of Abu Ishag Shami Chishti(died in
940 AD) and his disciple Abu Ahmed And al
Chist (874-965 AD) is taken as the proponents
of this Sufi Order. The foundation of this order
was done in the city called Chist in Afghanistan.
This city is located near Herat.

The Foundation

The founder of this Sufi silsila in India was
Khawaja Muinuddin Chrsti who is believed to
have come to India with Muhammad Ghori in
1192 AD. He established the Chishti tradition
over here. The main center of their activities
was Ajmer. They are also called 'Garib NawaZz'.
Chisti silsila flourished at other centers as well




like Narnaul, Hansi, Surber, Badayun and
Nagaur. Other famous Chishti Saints were,
'‘Baba Ferid,'Qutabuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki 'and’
Sheikh Burhan ud din Garib. Khwaja Bakhtiyar
Kaki was the contemporary of Sultan lltutmish.
He declared Farid as his successor.

Famous Sufi Saints

The famous Saint Baba Farid was affectionate
more to the people of the lower category. The
Silsila that he followed was tolerant to everyone
and welcomed whosoever needed to come to it.
Many of his compositions are also included in
'Guru Bharth Sahib'. Baba Ferid is considered
to be the son-in-law of Sultan Giasuddin
Balban. His two important disciples were Hazrat
Nizamuddin Auliya, and Hazrat Allauddin Sabir.
Sheikh Nizamuddin Auliya saw the tenure of
seven sultans, but they were not affiliated with
any one them. Sheikh Nizamuddin Auliya was
given the title of 'Mahboon-i-llahi’ and




'Sultan-al-Auliya'. His major disciples were
Sheikh Salim Chisti. Khwaji Muninuddin Chisti
gave the title of 'Sultan-i-Tarakin' to Hamiduddin
Nagauri. Sufi Saints of this Silsila had
maintained a distance from politics and
believed in living a normal life. According to
them, even without any wealth anyone could be
helped by the grace of God.
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