Akbar’s Rajput Policy and its Significance

Akbar was a great pragmatist. He was the first Muslim ruler to realize that without the help of the
Rajput’s, no permanent empire could be set up in India.

Accordingly, he took measures to secure their cooperation. He treated them as very trustworthy
friends and not mere vassals. He abandoned the old policy of repression and persecution of the
Rajput’s.

Broadly speaking Akbar's Rajput policy was based on diplomacy and force — the two potent
weapons of statecraft. But he relied more on diplomacy.

Akbar was the first Mughul emperor who pursued a planned policy towards the Rajputs. Various
factors participated in the formation of his Rajput policy. Akbar was an imperialist. He desired to
bring under his rule as much territory of India as could be possible.

Therefore, it was necessary to bring the Rajput rulers under his suzerainty. Akbar was
impressed by the chivalry, faithfulness, dareness, fighting skill, etc. of the Rajputs. He preferred
to befriend them instead of turning them as his enemies.

He wanted dependable allies from among the Indian people instead of depending on foreigners.
The revolt of the Afghans and his relatives, the Mirzas, during early period of his rule, further
convinced him of this necessity. The Rajputs, therefore, became his good choice. The liberal
religious policy of Akbar also directed him to be friendly with them. Akbar tried to befriend the
Rajputs but at the same time desired to bring them under his suzerainty.

We find following principles which he pursued regarding Rajput rulers:

(a) He captured strong forts of the Rajputs like the forts of Chittor, Merta, Ranthambhor, Kalinjar
etc. This weakened the power of the Rajputs to offer him resistance.

(b) Those Rajput rulers who either accepted his sovereignty or entered into matrimonial
relations with him voluntarily were left masters of their kingdoms. They were given high offices in
the state and there was no interference in their administration. They were, however, asked to
pay annual tribute to the emperor.

(c) Those Rajput rulers who opposed him, were attacked and efforts were made to force them to
accept his sovereignty. The case of Mewar was the best example of it.

In 1562 A.D., the fort of Merta was captured which was under Jaimal, a feudatory chief of the
ruler of Mewar. In 1568 A.D., Chittor was snatched away from Mewar and, in 1569 A.D., Raja
Surjan Rai was forced to surrender the fort of Ranthambhor. The same year, Raja Ram



Chandra voluntarily surrendered the fort of Kalinjar to Akbar.

Among the rulers who voluntarily accepted the sovereignty of Akbar was Raja Bharmal of Amer
(Jaipur). He met Akbar in 1562 A.D., accepted his sovereignty and married his daughter to him.
This very princess gave birth to prince Salim. Akbar gave high mansabs to Raja Bharmal, his
son, Bhagwan Das and his grandson, Man Singh.

After the fall of the fort of Chittor some Rajput states like Bikaner and Jaisalmer voluntarily
accepted the suzerainty of Akbar while some of them entered into matrimonial alliances with
him. After the battle of Haldi Ghati some more Rajput rulers like that of Banswara, Bundi and
Orcha also accepted the suzerainty of Akbar. Thus, most of the Rajput rulers submitted to Akbar
without fighting, entered into his service, became his loyal allies and some among them became
his relatives as well.

The only state which refused submission was Mewar. The ruling family of Mewar, the Sisodiya
was the most respected family among the Rajput rulers of Rajasthan. The then ruler of Mewar
was Uday Singh. It was necessary to conquer Mewar both from the political and economic point
of view. Rana Uday Singh had given shelter to fugitive ruler of Malwa, Baz Bahadur and the
rebel- Mirzas.

The Rana had refused to accept the sovereignty of Akbar and looked down upon those Rajput
rulers who had entered into matrimonial alliance with Akbar. Akbar could not complete his
conquest of northern India without the conquest of Mewar. Besides, the submission of Mewar
was necessary to induce other Rajput rulers for submission. The conquest of Mewar was useful
from the economic point of view also.

The trade of northern India with western world through ports of Gujarat was carried on through
Rajasthan and unless Mewar was reduced to submission it could not be carried safely. The
submission of Mewar therefore being necessary, Akbar attacked it in 1567 A.D.

Rana Uday Singh left Chittor on the advice of his nobles and made Udaipur his new capital.
Akbar besieged Chittor and occupied it in 1568 A.D. after some months of fighting. But it did not
complete the conquest of Mewar as most of its territory still remained with the Rana.

Rana Uday Singh died in 1572 A.D. Colonel Todd described Uday Singh as a coward. However,
it is not justified. Uday Singh left the fort for the safety of himself and his family when he was
advised by his nobles. He did not submit to Akbar throughout his life.

Before his death, Uday Singh expressed the desire that his son Jagmal should succeed him.
But the nobles decided otherwise and placed his eldest son, Pratap Singh on the throne. Rana

Pratap has become a legendary figure in the history of medieval India.

His resistance to Akbar has become a glorious chapter in the Rajput history. Akbar deputed



Raja Man Singh, Raja Bhagwan Das and Raja Todar Mal respectively to convince the Rana of
the necessity of acceptance of his suzerainty. But the Rana rejected the proposal of Akbar.

In 1576 A.D., Akbar then despatched Raja Man Singh with a large army to invade Mewar and
the famous battle of Haldi Ghati took place. Rana was defeated and he sought refuge in hills
and jungles. He suffered all sorts of hardships in life but refused to yield. He fought stubbornly
against the Mughuls throughout his life and succeeded in recapturing larger part of Mewar
excluding the fort of Chittor.

He died in 1597 A.D. After his death, his son, Amar Singh also continued to resist the Mughuls.
Akbar, thus, failed to subdue Mewar though he certainly reduced its power of resistance.
Mewar, on its part, fought gloriously but failed to check the expansionist policy of Akbar.

The Rajput policy of Akbar was a grand success. All Rajput states, except Mewar, accepted the
sovereignty of Akbar. Those very Rajputs who were fighting against the Muslim rulers for the
last three hundred fifty years submitted to Akbar and participated in the expansion of the Mughul
empire.

Colonel Todd wrote- “Akbar was the real founder of the Empire of the Moghuls, the first
successful conqueror of Rajput independence.” Due to the Rajput policy of Akbar, the Rajputs
forgot their ideal of maintaining their independent political existence and they gladly pooled up
their strength with the Mughul emperor. It was the greatest success of Akbar.

It helped in expanding and strengthening the Mughul empire. It is wrong to say that Akbar
married Rajput princess with a view to humiliate the Rajputs. Prior to him, the Muslim rulers had
forced the Hindu and Rajput ladies to marry them.

On the contrary, Akbar neither forced any Rajput ruler to enter into matrimonial alliance with him
nor asked their princesses to accept Islam before marrying them. Besides, he honoured his
wives, allowed them to follow their own religion, respected their Rajput relatives and gave them
high offices in the state.

It is also wrong to say that the Rajputs had become cowards. If Akbar would have tried to
oppress them, they would have fought against him as much as they fought against Aurangzeb
later on. They became loyal supporters of the Mughul emperor because Akbar offered most
liberal terms to them in exchange of their services and friendship to him.

Akbar simply desired that the Rajputs should accept his sovereignty, pay him annual tribute,
surrender their foreign policy to him, support him with their forces when necessary and regard
themselves as one with the Mughul empire. In return, Akbar was prepared to give them liberty in
their internal matters, honour them, offer them services in the state according to their merit and
provide them complete religious freedom.



Besides, one fact more has to be kept in mind that while Akbar annexed the territories of all
those Muslim rulers whom he defeated, he did not annex the territory of any Rajput ruler except
that of Gondwana. The liberality of Akbar was the primary reason of the success of his Rajput

policy.
Significance of the Rajput Policy of Akbar:

1. Expansion of Akbar’s influence: The policy of friendship contributed to the extension of the
Mughal Empire. The Rajput’s had become the ‘Sword and Shield’ of Akbar.

2. Military help: The Rajput rulers provided strong military help to Akbar in waging wars and
conquering several territories.

4. Advantages to Rajputs: The Rajput rulers got honour, high offices, big jagirs and confidential
posts in the royal service. They were also free to devote their resources on welfare pursuits in
place of war adventures.

5. Cultural integration: According to Dr. Ishwari Prasad, “A new culture — Indo-Muslim culture”
was born. Akbar gave encouragement to Sanskrit, Hindi and other regional languages. There is
no doubt that the Rajput’s made great contributions in the field of Akbar’s expansion of empire,
statecraft, administration, cultural, economic and social progress.
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