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otk i ary activity of archaeologists, is now the strategy of last 3
vamuwmhwmm:m:nm%mﬁwu\ww%m:mﬂnmmc_ommnm_ record. Chap Hmaw.w Qmmnm_v.mm wrm.vao.nmmm omnmmwnﬂ.ﬂ D
aeological excavation, various mﬂmam_m_ Amm.. “ﬂw__“m&wmmﬂwmw ﬂrmm_HMmem%o:. and th, The Princess of Khok Phanom D, Thailand, 1984
. ; tratigraphic observatios. O such th; : ST
%MMM%«QMMMMMMMMMQOW &WMAEM archaeological sites. Much of the chapter js nm“””m Charles I%:m_ﬂ, of %Mw_”._“ma_q of Otago in New Zealand is one of the world's experts
] ior challenges faced by excavators. We alsgp dj on the archaeology o \eastern Asia. Working closely with Thai archaeologists, he has
to summaries of some om e f human burials 1S€USS the made spectacular discoveries of early rice-farming villages and ,zm__-mm»md_._msma_ Bronze
ethical issues surrounding the .mxnm.Emzo: 0 : £ w ol Age settlements. In 1984, he began excavations at the large Khok Phanom Di mound on
We all have dreams of digging into a mysterious, uncistrbe omb. m:m&g_w. you the floodplain of the Bang Pakong River. From a previous test excavation carried out by a
come across a sealed door. You break down the QooH\m:Q @:Q yourself in an undjs. Thai colleague, he knew that the occupation deposits were nearly 30 feet (9 meters) amwu
turbed, gold-strewn sepulcher that puts HEN.SESE.:: s burial nrwu,&mn to shame, gy the mound resting on layers of shell midden debris. In the trial pit, Higham spotted “the
in reality, modern a rchaeological excavationisa precise, slow-moving Process, anﬁm hollow eye sockets of some prehistoric person,” so he knew he would probably find burials
with trowels and brushes, often without a spectacular find, from one day to the next. (see Figure 7.1).

In this chapter we describe some of the basic w::n_.v_mm of excavation and many exc. After a_mm__am_ .ﬂﬂo:m: the uppermost levels, he found lighter, sandier soil about 3 feet
vation problems that archaeologists can encounter in the field. Realize, though, thy (1 QJ”E“V _WMM,.M::“_ Mﬂﬂwmm.azwx ﬂ_ﬂm:ma the surface of the deposit carefully and spot-
each site presents distinctive challenges and requires modification of the basic Pringi- 100 i % SRgang.ota grase Soon (g isdcavators Nncoveredia oW

of graves close to the foundation of a raised platform with a building on it. Their trowels
ples enumerated here. , traced the walls of beautifully polished black vessels, many of them decorated with curvi-
linear designs. Higham's excitement mounted as he uncovered fourteen burials. From the
> _ platform, “I could look down the row of skeletons and see the remains of men, women,
Planned Excavation: Research Design , and children, and even a tiny grave with the intertwined bones of two newly born infants,
. probably twins. It looked like a family group running through a couple or more generations”
Archaeological excavation is not digging by formula, but a carefully managed process (Higham, 1994: 283). :
that requires constant creative thinking. There are general methodologies for excavation,
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mount of loss 1o be expected over the next half century. The research design, which
involved the Jﬁcwr of scientists from a wide array of disciplines, posed a Dﬁ—”:dmn of
specific questions to be investigated, most of them revolving around the construc-
jon of Mound A as well as information on the cultural changes, including possibly
maize agriculture, that took place over the site’s history. EE.:w the plan outlined
the stages of fieldwork to be undertaken, as well as access and mumma. measures to be
mam_r_z:._:sa. Plans were also laid for consultations with the local Chickasaw Nation
as excavation proceeded.

Good research designs extend beyond the excavation itself. The end products of
even a month’s excavation on a moderately productive site are boxes upon boxes of
potsherds, stone tools, animal bones, and other finds that have been cleaned, sorted,
ind bagged in the field. Rolls of drawings and stacks of computer disks hold valuable
gtratigraphic information. So do digital images, photographs, and hundreds of pages
of field notes compiled by excavation staff as the long days of toil continue. At the same
time, radiocarbon and soil samples are collected for later analysis. Freshwater shells
and charcoal fragments are packed for shipment to specialist investigators. It takes
months to analyze the notes and finds from even a small excavation. The dozens of
boxes, hundreds of notebook pages, and megabytes of computer input contain a vast
array of data that must be collated to reconstruct what happened at the site. Laboratory
work arising from the Shiloh excavation consumed years of hard work. It follows, then,
that the excavation research design is constantly reevaluated to determine the future
course of the dig and to monitor the long months of analysis and interpretation that
follow. The days when a site was dug simply because it “looked good” are long gone.

The organization of even a moderate-sized excavation requires careful planning at the
implementation stage of the research design. One classic example of such planning back
in the 1970s comes from the Midwest. Tllinois archaeologists James Brown and Stuart
Struever spent many field seasons excavating the Koster site in the lower [llinois River
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Figure 7.1 Excavation at Khok Phanom Di, Thailand. The site yielded not only specta
but important evidence for early rice cultivation.
(Charles Higham)
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