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Editorial

Dr. Amit Sehgal

Convener, Editorial Board

Over the years, our college magazine, Hans, has served as
a platform for the students, faculty and staff of Hansraj
College to showcase their immense talent and express
their thoughts, feelings and insights about the world
around them. It has provided a space for students and
faculty to communicate with each other across
departments and beyond the confines of the classroom.

This editorial board has tried to present to you the best
talentthat Hansraj has to offer in diverse fields and diverse
creative forms such as poetry, prose, photography and
painting. The multilingual nature of the magazine is a
testament to the diversity of the student and teaching
community of Hansraj College. Collecting inputs, sifting
through the wide array of contributions and finally
designing and printing the magazine has been a
challenging yet rewarding experience.

Publishing this new issue of Hans would not have been
possible without the efforts of students, colleagues and
associates who have contributed to the different stages of

putting this magazine together. My
special thanks to the student editors
Ujjwal Parashar, Areeb Ahmad, Suyash
Dixit, Nitesh Yadav, Rajeev Ranjan
Yadav, Rahul Kumar and their entire
team. You all did a great job! | would
also like to thank the students of
Kalakriti, the fine arts society, and
Pixels, the photography society, who
have contributed generously to
embellish the magazine with sketches,
paintings and images. Last, but not
least, | would like to express immense
gratitude to my editorial team and the
college staff.

| hope you will enjoy reading this issue
which we have put together with great
effortand dedication.
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Exploding Grandmas

- Srishti Gupta
English Hons lind Year

|St

Dear diary, this is the twenty- fifth entry

The twenty-fifth discussion that | record

The four of them are in the next room,

Discussing. What? | do not know. But yes, this | know
How they look like at this moment, discussing things.

Ma will be screaming, her face red. Grandma shouting
right back.

Accusations and wailings. New words | learnt today. A
few things,

Which I'm forbidden to speak, or write, may have been
spoken. Papa-

Harassed, tired, reasoning. Then quiet. Sitting with his
head in his hands.

And Grandpa, lying on his bed, staring helplessly. Mute.

A little dead.

Crash. Clatter. A curse. They are playing catch now. But
they're not very good.

They don't play with a ball. They start suddenly,
throwing the first thing they can reach.

And they throw too hard. Really, what were they doing
in school, between periods?

But | am relieved when they start playing. Because in
school, after the fight is over,

We play.

”nd

Dear diary, this is the twenty- sixth entry,
But this is not a discussion | record

Today is the day Grandma exploded.

Poor Grandma, too old to be playing catch.

| saw her clutching at her chest, where | usually laid
my head

For a story. | don't know anything after that. They
sent me to Uncle's house.

They didn't answer my questions. Maybe they are
discussing.

Today Uncle took me to a party. A party with no
colours.

A party where everyone was crying. Don't grownups
know how to do anything?

A pile of logs. Are we having a bonfire, Uncle?

I saw them laying Grandma on the logs. And then
light them.

She exploded in a burst of colour, reds and oranges
and yellows,

| saw horses and dogs and three headed dragons in
the flames.

Moral of the story- never play catch with anything
but a ball.

Also, don't discuss things.



The Political Snafu of the Century:
Why the Berlin Wall Actually Fell

- Dipayan Pal
History Hons Ist Year

In brief, the fall of the Berlin Wall occurred by mistake.

Gunter Schabowski was an East German apparatchik
charged with holding a press conference that would
alert Germany of new travel regulations. On 9
November 1989, shortly before that press conference,

Schabowski was handed a piece of
paper which he thought to be of
business-as-usual that he didn't
even read it before he approached
the rostrum.

The speech was long and
monotonous that it nearly put the
crowd to sleep, until he referred to
the minor changes to the travel
code. Somehow, some journalists
got the impression that East
Germany was ready to drop
restrictions entirely. One of the
reporters asked him when the
regulations would come into effect.
Unable to find the answer, he
shrugged and said, “As far as | know
— effective immediately, without
delay”. The press ran back and
informed the world that the East
Germany had cancelled the Berlin
Wall.

Thousands of East Berliners began
proceeding to the six border
crossings along the Berlin Wall. The

on the crowd, they did not do so because they

thought that doing so would surge the situation. So,

the forces fell back, the Berlin Wall came down,

communism ended in East Germany, David

Hasselhoff sang a song named 'Looking for
Freedom' and politicians
around the world
learned how important it
was to read the speech
before a press
conference.

Schabowski was quickly
expelled from the Party
of Democratic Socialism,
successor to the SED,
aiming to ameliorate the
party's image. Last year,
he was also awarded the
country's prestigious
Order of Karl Marx.

Dear Politicians,

Please read your
speeches before you
speak,

You may lose a nation.
Yourssincerely,

Aresponsible citizen
EER

situation became so intense that it was difficult for the

authorities to handle. Although they considered firing




of Indian History

- Mehvish
History Hons Ist Year

Pride and Shame: An Evaluation of the Colonial Study

Because even God could not trust the English in the
Dark!

-ShashiTharoor

The British rule lasted in India for nearly 200 years.
During this period, the British ruling elite managed to
set up various mechanisms to further their agenda of
appropriation and left behind a number of
innovations in their wake without which life today
would seem unimaginable. The railways today for
instance are responsible for transporting 8221
million1 passengers from all parts of the country.
However, was the British purpose of establishing the
railways founded on virtuous and honorable
intentions? It most certainly was not.

The erstwhile Indian Railways were originally
constructed to primarily serve two British
requirements. The first reason was to fulfill their need
of resource exploitation. The colonial masters
invested heavily in connecting the major port towns
with areas within the country to facilitate their
economic interests and with a view to allow for swifter
transportation of larger quantities of goods within the
country to be finally exported via the port towns.

The second interest was to establish a stronghold over
theland from a defence perspective. It was felt that the
railways would allow for swifter transportation of
personnel to quell any uprising that may occur in
various parts of the country. However, the flipside that
the Railways could facilitate the movement of people
and goods, such as food grains from one part of the
country to another suffering famine, and thus serve
the interests of the people they were ruling, was never
theintent.

Another example of the development of a field of

56

study and application jaded by the British perspective
was the initiation of a systematic study of the history of
India and its systematic use as a weapon to legitimize
their rule and reinforce their superiority. A nation
comprises its history. And it was this history that the
British sought to uncover and later, denigrate. The fact
that what was designed to shake the very foundations
of the sense of national pride became one of the
leading reasons behind the demand for a free nation,
was however something beyond the British plan.

The British initiated systematic research in the history
of ancient India as early as the eighteenth century?2.
They were interested in the learning of India's remote
past and this curiosity may have been piqued by
various reasons. The prime interest of the colonizers
was to accelerate the economic interests of Great
Britain. To this end, they sought to control, not merely
the resources of the land, but the administrative
control of its people.

This dominance, however, would have been ineffective
with little or no knowledge of the lives of the people that
the British sought to govern. Initially, this was achieved
by involving indigenous social groups in regional
administration and regulation of societal mechanism.
However, the dependence was a source of concern and
the colonial thinkers thus presented the need for
understanding India's past to effectively control the
Indian peopleindependently.

Efforts towards understanding ancient laws and
customs led to the establishment of the Asiatic Society
of Bengal (1784). Sir William Jones, a civil servant of the
East India Company, was responsible for its formation.
The Asiatic Society of Bombay was set up in 1804 and
the Asiatic Society of Londonwas setupin1823.



The eighteenth century was marked by translations of
certain texts which were considered significant. In
1776, the Manu Smriti (the law of Manu) was
translated into English as A Code of Gentoo Laws.
Jones translated the Abhijnanashakuntalam into
English in 1789. The Bhagvadgita was translated into
English by Charles Wilkins in1785. These texts were
considered authoritative and were thus translated.
Such massive tasks were undertaken with a view to
enhance the effectiveness of the British governance.
However, this quest of understanding India's past was
soon to transcend into a bigger objective of
denigrating the Indian national character and
legitimizing the very same rule that it initially soughtto
improve. The British devised a tactical approach of
presenting Indian history as inferior with a view to
establish their supremacy as a people and a culture
abovetheignorant Indian masses.

The Revolt of 1857 made the British realize that their
understanding of India was flawed. Their approach to
rectify this error was to thoroughly understand and
grasp the nature of India's past.

Thereon, the British followed a three-fold approach
when it came to the study and interpretation of the
history and culture of India. The first was to question
the ability of Indians to rule and govern themselves.
Western scholars like Vincent Arthur Smith wrote
massive volumes of work in which he defined India as
always having experienced autocratic rule. In his work
Early History of India, he stated that throughout its
history, India experienced despotic rule. Secondly,
they also questioned Indians' ability to record and
interpret their history and pointed to a lack of notions
of history and the sense of time. Following are
excerpts from his book.

“..which attempt to give an outline of the salient
features in the bewildering annals of Indian petty
states when left to their own devices for several
centuries, may perhaps serve to give the reader a
notion of what India always has been when released

from the control of a supreme authority, and what she
would be again, if the hand of the benevolent
despotism which now holds her inits iron grasp should
be withdrawn.”3

“...The political history of India cannot view it with that
of Greece, Rome, or modern Europe as illustrating the
evolution of constitutions in city or state. Indians, like
other Asiatic peoples, usually have been content with
simple despotic rule, so that the difference between
one government and another has lain in the personal
characters and abilities of the several despots rather
than in the changes consequent upon the gradual
development of institutions. The regulations devised
by able individual autocrats, such as Chandragupta
Maurya, Asoka, and Akbar, have mostly perished with
their authors.

The nascent Indian constitution now in course of
construction is a foreign importation, imperfectly
intelligible to the people for whose benefit it is
intended, and never likely to be thoroughly
acclimatized. The most important branch of Indian
history is the history of her thought. For the adequate
presentation of the story of Indian ideas in the fields of
philosophy, religion, science, art, and literature, a
chronological narrative of the political vicissitudes of
the land is the indispensable foundation. Readers who
may find such a narrative dry, or at times even
repellent, may take comfort in the conviction that its
existence will render possible the composition of more
attractive disquisitions, arranged with due regard to
the order oftime.”3

The western political thought of Oriental Despotism
was also employed to substantiate the need for foreign
rule. Scholars like Montesquieu referred to Asia as the
natural milieu of despotism. The theory was
propounded by scholars such as James Mill, Hegel,
Montesquieu, John Kaye and others. This idea was
related to the theories of “Whiteman's burden”,
“Civilizing Mission”, “Theory of Guardianship” by the
British administrator historians (Anglicists) and was
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used to impose an ideological supremacy over the
Indian mind.4

R.S. Sharma argued that the generalizations made by
colonialist historians were by and large either false or
grossly exaggerated and served as good propaganda
material for the perpetuation of despotic British rule.
The western colonizers insisted on the fact that ancient
Indians had no notions of history and had always
experienced foreign rule as opposed to self-rule5. Such
assumptions presented themselves as a source of great
distress for Indian historians who were dismayed as
they witnessed Indian historiography being distorted.
The decaying feudal system in India was compared to
the progressive capitalism of the west.

The third was inherently related to the imperialist's
powers 'agenda commonly known as the “whiteman's
burden”. Many colonial writers, philosophers and
historians believed that it was a powerful method for
uprooting the Indian sense of culture and nationalism
by questioning the ancient religions of India. When
sufficient doubt and antagonism towards the local
faiths had been generated, Christianity was presented
as the supreme religion that could save the individual
and thereby making the colonizers or as Max Muller
described the Europeans, a superior race.

“..The Christianity of our nineteenth century will hardly
be the Christianity of India. But the ancient religion of
India is doomed — and if Christianity does not step in,
whose faultwill it be?”

Max Miuller - Letter to the Duke of Argyll, published in
The Life and Letters of Right Honorable Friedrich Max
Muller (1902) edited by Georgina Muller.

Thus, the Indian, obsessed with life after death, needed
someone to handle his present. Someone superior,
accurate and rational, with their eyes set on the present.
Who better than the British masters to fill the shoes?
This role integration was further strengthened by the
appointment of a viceroy, along the lines of a single
ruler, as Indians had been accustomed to.

However, unlike those before, the British empire

never intended to become one with the nation they

sought to rule. They were limited to exploitation and

amassing of profits from the Jewel of the British

Empire, India. If such intentions required shaking the

very foundations of a nation's sense of pride by

qguestioning their existence, however old and

important that may have been, the British knew that

the utility of this tactic would have long standing

effects on the roots of any struggle that may arise in

rebellion.
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Air Pollution - If You Don’t Kill It, It Will Kill You!

- Utkarsh Soni and Deepal Maurya
Zoology Hons lIind Year

Nature is giving us numerous hints, which need to be
addressed on an urgent basis. One of the evident
problems is air pollution, which occurs when harmful
substances including particulates and biological
molecules are introduced into Earth's atmosphere. It may
cause diseases, allergies or even death to humans as well
as other living organisms.

Burning of fossil fuels, emissions from industries,
burning of wood and charcoal as fuel which in turn, emits
CO, CO2 and other greenhouse gases which are the root
causes of air pollution.

Air pollution causes diseases like irritation in the eyes,
nose, mouth and throat. It majorly effects the respiratory
system which eventually leads to asthma attacks and
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease - COPD. It may
also result in birth defects, immune system defects and
cardiovascular problemslike heart disease and stroke.

Air pollution in India is estimated to kill 1.5 million people
every year; it is the fifth largest killer in the country. In
November 2017, the Great Smog of Delhi started and the
pollution levels spiked far beyond acceptable values.

Further problems can only be prevented by turning to
green fuels. Industrial areas should be located at a safe
distance from the residential areas and environmental
norms should be judicially followed. Newly designed
smoke-free furnaces should be used along with other
eco-friendly products and awareness regarding them
should be spread among the people. Methanol is added
to the petrol for more efficiency. In 2002 all the buses
were converted into CNG in the capital, which helped CO2

and SO2 levels. Introduction of BS-IV engine and electric

NUMBER OF DEATHS DUE TO POLLUTION

Top 10 countries
3
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MILLION
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vehicles are the only hope to save the planet from
further destruction but the long-term solution is
to educate the younger India for pollution-free
future. Hence, if we amend on these steps, we

can preserve our beautiful planet.
HEEN




Democracy and Universities in Delhi

- Gaurav Banerjee
History Hons Ist Year

Democracy is a system of government in which the
citizens exercise power directly or elect representatives
from among themselves to form a governing body, such
as a parliament. Democracy is sometimes referred to as
"rule of the majority". Democracy is a system of
processing conflicts in which outcomes depend on what
participants do, but no single force controls what occurs
and its outcomes. On looking into the terms of Indian
democracy, one finds out that the Republic of India is the
largest democracy in the world. India is the seventh
largest and the second most populous country in the
world. The world's largest democracy by electorate was
created afterindependence in 1947 under the leadership
of its nationalist movement, the Indian National
Congress. Since independence, democracy has been kept
at the forefront to represent the Indian politics at an
international level. Every citizen of this sovereign country
has been granted the right to choose their own
representative. But, has it been the same in case of Indian
universities?

Indian universities comprise of youth, the future of this
huge and diverse nation, who'll further guide the nation
towards prosperity and success. According to the
education which has been passed on to us, democracy is
a right which should be given equal access to everyone.
Being the newest member of the University of Delhi, | got
the opportunity to witness the historic elections which
are held every year - the Delhi University Student Union
(DUSU) elections and the individual college elections. This
idea of having democratic elections at such a huge scale
represents that universities are intrigued by the idea of
democracy and how these elections are managed by the
university every time is quite remarkable. This advent of
elections and democracy in the lives of young people will

lead to a betterment of democratic practices across
the country.

Another aspect showing the democracy in Indian
universities is that of the parliamentary system in
Hindu College, University of Delhi. The college has its
own student parliament. It is a representative body
that has a Prime Minister with his/her cabinet, the
leader of the opposition, speaker and the President.
The members of this parliament are the students of
the college who sustain the ethos of the system by
coming out in large numbers to vote on the day of
elections. The cabinet has ministers with individual
responsibilities of finance, literature, sports, culture,
etc. The Prime Minister, on his/her discretion, elects
the cabinet ministers. Not only in Delhi University
but also in Ashoka University, Sonipat, proper
elections for choosing the student union are
conducted in order to implement the right to
democracy effectively. Going by the record, almost
allthe universities conduct democratic elections.

Although we agree with the fact that universities in
our country practice democracy, every system has
its own flaws and limitations. Many cases of violation
of democracy have been found from time to time, in
Indian universities. Take, for instance, last year's
Ramjas College incident, when members of the
ABVP could have attended the seminar, voiced their
concernin a constructive way - they could even have
protested in an adept manner - what happened was
that the democratic form of protest was divorced
from its argumentative character and got reduced to
a culture of violence. Violence is not an idea, and
should never be treated as one.

|



Another classic evidence of violation of democracy is the
case of Jawaharlal Nehru University, in which three
students were arrested on charges of sedition. In my
opinion, there was no “anti-national” content in their
speeches. The government is using nationalism and
administrative power to vandalize the idea of
constitutional patriotism and dismantle our institutions.
Theironyis thatas a consequence of all this, democracy is
getting threatened, which is the most anti-national of all
acts.

I would like to conclude by pointing out to the fact that
indeed democracy plays an important role in our Indian
universities, shaping the young minds and giving them a
platform where they could contribute in making India a
great country. Even though it's not always practiced in an
efficient manner, it holds the foundation of an academic
institution and carves out a space for healthy, thought-
provoking discussions onrelevant subjects.

Nature is giving us numerous hints, which need to be
addressed on an urgent basis. One of the evident
problems is air pollution, which occurs when harmful
substances including particulates and biological
molecules areintroduced into Earth's atmosphere. It may
cause diseases, allergies or even death to humans as well
as other living organisms.

Burning of fossil fuels, emissions from industries,
burning of wood and charcoal as fuel which in turn, emits
CO, CO2 and other greenhouse gases which are the root
causes of air pollution.

Air pollution causes diseases like irritation in the
eyes, nose, mouth and throat. It majorly effects the
respiratory system which eventually leads to
asthma attacks and Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease - COPD. It may also result in
birth defects, immune system defects and
cardiovascular problems like heart disease and
stroke.

Air pollution in India is estimated to kill 1.5 million
people every year; it is the fifth largest killer in the
country. In November 2017, the Great Smog of
Delhi started and the pollution levels spiked far
beyond acceptablevalues.

Further problems can only be prevented by turning
to green fuels. Industrial areas should be located at
a safe distance from the residential areas and
environmental norms should be judicially
followed. Newly designed smoke-free furnaces
should be used along with other eco-friendly
products and awareness regarding them should be
spread among the people. Methanol is added to
the petrol for more efficiency. In 2002 all the buses
were converted into CNG in the capital, which
helped CO2 and SO2 levels. Introduction of BS-IV
engine and electric vehicles are the only hope to
save the planet from further destruction but the
long-term solution is to educate the younger India
for pollution-free future. Hence, if we amend on
these steps, we can preserve our beautiful planet.



Going On

- Tanya Budhwar
Economics Hons Ist Year

Every promise | made

Worn out

Cause every friend | had
Sold out

Every time | dared a step

| fell down

Still I am walking

Cause | have to go a long way
No matter how long is night
There will come a new day
This is a big journey

And no step is my last

I don't know if | am fast

But | have to walk

And just go on

If not with someone

Then alone

To get to my destination

To find that perfect door
EEE

They Cursed My Skin

- Abhishek Kumar
Computer Science Ist Year

They cursed my skin

for resembling the earth.
Not realizing, how the
blossoms confused it with

their home.
| } N |

The Sea Does Not
Dream of You

- Areeb Ahmad
English Hons Ist Year

The day before,

We climbed that hill

And on the summit

We sighed like kings

Our chests bloated

With self-importance

Our shoulders swayed
Under imagined burdens.
On this day,

Our hearts swollen

With blatant pride

We announced out deeds
To the big blue sky

But our shouts for approbation
Are met only with disregard
And the wide wild world
Trampled us into dust.

On the morrow,

We will forfeit this game

It seems we are beggars
Wandering in the desert

In search for approval
Expecting our every gesture
To be met with awe

In the hallowed halls of history.
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The Experience

- Bhavya Rattan
English Hons lIind Year

| still remember the first time,

When my mother took me to the black room of light.

The darkness frightened me,

And room full of flashing eyes startled my sighs.
Clinging to my mother's hand seemed futile,
As the row of arms already parted our ways.
| closed my eyes tightly,

Wondering what will happen next.

And suddenly amid the startling sounds,
Black screen turned white.

Showecasing all shades of emotions,

| ever knew or could imagine in rhyme.
Running images created magic,

In a world | never knew exist.

It's the first time | realized,

That darkness comes to light.

And there's a beautiful reason,

Why movie theaters are black in sight.

Liet It Rain

- Aditya Diwakar
Economics Hons Ist Year

Once the skyline turns grey

And it shouts and it thunders
Then let it rain, if it rains.

Paper boats, Little Sparrow
Garden Soil and the backyard children.
| stood and saw them wet.

Once it has rained and the

azure skies were deep again.

| wished some sunshine,

And hoped a little rainbow .

But soon it began to thunder
Again, the paper boat sailed,

The little sparrow flew all wet
And the backyard children

brown with the garden mud.

| stood there, saw the rain,
Autumn, Winter, Spring, Summer
Once again monsoon came,

By this time | had known,

If it rains then let it rain.




The Blue Ball

- Bhavya Rattan

English Hons lind Year

Bella can clearly see the blue ball hanging down from
her bedroom window. The blue ball mimicking the
grand earth is part of her neighbor Will's own private
galaxy resting on his steep aperture. Glancing at the
cauldron of life used to fetch her answers in the past
but now the microdot space lostits purpose for her.

Her life is left no more than a paradox. The budding
writer with two books published, ardently waiting for
the third is now bereft of her imagination. Her writing
blocks obstructed her way to the top and she is stuck
teaching children how to be creative while she barely
remembersitherself.

Her pretended happiness can fool all but not her fair
friend Shelley, “Stop tormenting yourself, Bella. It's
time to move on, use your intellect and get a job.
Decreasing numbers in your teaching batch and
increasing numbers of your useless scribbling are
enough to motivate you to give up writing.”

“I am fit for nothing else. | can't just get over it.” Bella
repliedin her screechingtone full of tears.

“You must rise over it. Join the typewriting job in my
office from next month. You can earn more than you
do now and with your hard work, | am sure you can
enter boss's good books. | am doing this for you Bell,
believe me.”

Shelley went away after a cup of coffee, leaving Bella
all alone. She knew her friend cared for her but typing
facts instead of fiction was beyond her thoughts. She
spent the night thinking, pondering over her friend's
words, constantly changing sides on her bed and her

mind. She decided to look one last time at the blue ball
which she no longer could find. Her thoughts took a
swift turn and then she was more bothered to find
reason of its disappearance.

Bella knew Will as an introverted boy always studying
and remaining indoors. His mother, a kind woman,
greeted Bella with a smile every time they met in
society meetings. With these thoughts in mind she
politely banged the door at the Tudor residence. After
few moments of anticipation, Mrs. Tudor answered
the door. Much to Bella's dismay, Mr Tudor's pleasant
smile did not accompany her this time and she started
staring at Bella for a possible explanation of her
arrival.

“lam sorry to disturb you on this chilly afternoon, Mrs.
Tudor. | am Bella. | live in the opposite apartment.
From the past two-three days, | couldn't see you. Last
night | couldn't find the blue ball galaxy adorning Will's
window. I've been admiring its presence for several
months now. | feel a connection with the creation and
maybe with its creator too. If you don't mind, can |
meet Will?” Bella completed this without a single
pause waiting for an urgent positive reply.

But suddenly her listener started crying and she had
to enter the house to pace down its owner. After
arranging for a glass of water and calming Mrs. Tudor
down, it was time for Bella to stare at her in
astonishment.

She began with a teary voice, “Will...Will... | wish you
could meet him. He is no more with us. His
tuberculosis made him weak and this chilly weather



made him get worse. 'The blue ball galaxy', it's a nice
name. Will would have loved it; he used to call it his galaxy
from which no one could drive him out. He used to write
about planets, draw the Earth on sheets and dream of a
normal life in which he could go out, play and enjoy.”

Bella didn't know what to say. She really wished that she
had visited Will earlier and thanked him for all the hope
his galaxy had given her. She just condoled with Mrs.
Tudor and hurried towards the door when suddenly Mrs.
Tudor followed her and gifted her Will's galaxy full of blue
balls.

“Ithink you should have it. Will never had friends; we were
always on the move, in search for good doctors. You are
the first person who admired Will's work, used to admire
it even from a distance. | got that thing out because it
made me remember Will but maybe it can help you feel
good.”

Short of words, Bella accepted the gift and hurried back
home. She fixed it on her window pane and spent the rest
of the day staring at her. She glanced over at the
typewriter accompanying the galaxy (which she can now
notice is made up of little planets, stars and suns) and the
next thing she knew, she couldn't stop her fingers from

typing furiously. The next day when Shelley came to visit,

Bella was ready with her third book. It was not
about anything else but that very same blue
ball.

Looking atthat blue ball that day gave her hope.
The hope of fulfilling her passion that was so
small in comparison to Will'simpossible dream
of survival. She had the perfect setting,
beautiful theme and upsurge of emotions but
the best thing about her third book and
following many others was the true desire to
express.

That day, Will's galaxy made Bella ponder about
her lost efforts, her deprived urge to write. She
could feel the insinuating orbits fueling her
hidden passion and making her recall Will
efforts to make his place so ardently, which he
couldn'tbut she probably could.

Bella changed many homes, travelled and
wrote about the world but one thing that never
left her bedroom window is the blue ball galaxy
that still fills up many other bereft seekers like
herwith a hopetorise.




Moments

- Tanya Budhwar
Economics Hons Ist Year

Moments are moments
Whether good or bad

You have to preserve them
Whether happy or sad

For they remind you

Who you are

They measure the distance
You have walked

Are the times of loneliness
They will tell you

You are not alone

At the times of joy

They will find you

People to carry along
When things will go bad
They will make you laugh
And when you are lost

They will make you cry

They will make you give your lost hobbies

Just another try
Past is not just past

Itis a journey

Moments are not just moments

They are a treasure
Whether full of gloom

Or sing of pleasure
EEE

Silence

- Areeb Ahmad
English Hons Ist Year

I do not remember now

How it all started

In a single room

Bound by four walls,

Where lived two people -

One decided to stop speaking
And the other followed suit.
Time passed and memories blurred.
Perhaps it was me

Who stopped first

Or maybe the other.

Covert glances shared

As we stared into oblivion,
Both keeping quiet.

Not wanting to be the one

To break this incomprehensible void.
The room is no more,

The years have swept by

One after the other.

Like the waves crashing
Against the shore -

Gathering in their wake,

The dust of time.

But that silence has stretched forever.
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Birth

- Areeb Ahmad
English Hons Ist Year

In frigid wastelands,

Hope is born.

Burgeoning in the

Hearts of men.

Despair giving way

And bowing down.

In raging infernos,

Stars are born.

Fires of creation
Spreading across oblivion.
From nothing to something
The blossoming of life.
Under debilitating doubt,
Faith is born.

Mind over matter.

It touches the strings

Of the universe itself

And achieves impossibilities.

Under crushing weight,
Gems are born.

Purity is a curse.

The defects add lustre.
Perfection is the bane
Of interminable growth.

In passionate embrace,
Love is born.

Through shared glances
And words of grace.
Seated in the heart,

It conquers the soul.

In wishful utterance,
Miracles are born.
Straddling the realm

Of divine interventions.
Manifestations of entropy

Leaves us spellbound.
EEE

Liet’s Call It Love

- Abhishek Kumar
Computer Science Ist Year

Her smile so bright,

It lightened up his day.

Her feet so light,

She stepped into his heart without any delay.
Her presence was love,

And she became his treasure trove.

Her hair a cascade,

Seeing them, his heart got slayed.

Her eyes pierced his soul,

Warming a heart which was left stone cold.
The words she spoke etched his heart,

And she became such an important part

Of his life which was so wrecked,

She seemed so perfect, so correct.

He wished for her every night,

Sleepless as they were, her image blurring his sight.
She was so far yet so close,

But he wasn't the one she chose.

Devastated from head to toe

His cheeks carving way for his tears,

It was not meant for him, he realized so slow,

But deep inside he still wished for her even if it took
a thousand years.
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Muzaffarnagar

- Anushka Goel
English Hons Ist Year

It was a beautiful, sunny day

but the clouds have terrifying shapes,

My nostrils sniffed- a curious mélange of odours,
blood, dust and iron

| sniff the wall and lo! It wafted from there

Silence- noisier than screeches of Allah-o-Akbar
And Jai Shree Ram,

| ran downstairs,
It was the same dread I'd felt last night too,
Dad furrowed his eyebrows deeper than usual.

He said Akbar loves Ram and Ram loves Akbar too,
So they crammed their children's huts into
dormitories

And waited-

As the flames had their meal of cement and a
hundred hapless bodies and metres and metres of
flesh smouldering spouts of sooty smoke,

Till all that's left,

Is a mangled mass of bone and ash.

The husk of the night fell,
my cheeks still glowing a saline crimson,

| try to shovel,
A grave up in the air,
So that my grandpa won't lie too cramped.

Three years have crawled by in a hazy blur,

| remember not wanting to,

But | think | packed that riot with me in my
suitcase- and, my skin.

| still wear it- a shroud over my skull,

| still hear it- its quiet breath at the back of every
headline | read,

it lathers my soles in the bath,

it hovers over me at the bathroom sink

It tries to touch my hand but | never meet its gaze.

But Delhi was kind to me;

so Muzaffarnagar seldom visited me here,

like that uncomfortable dream we like to pretend,
to have forgotten but it's there.

Often, | see our riot living in concentration camps,
| don't want to stay, but here | am;

handcuffed to this scarred skin, no matter how
fast | ran, no matter how fast | swam.



The Soldier Who Didn’t Return

- Areeb Ahmad
English Hons Ist Year

The flowers on the broken window sill had turned
dusty yellow, then gray and then had withered off in
dry flakes till they were nothing but brown arid stalks
with some remains attached. The small and wizened
fruits kept in the tattered brown basket had shriveled
more and now gave the sweet and cloying scent of rot.
The food in the covered battered pot kept beside the
handmade mud stove may have been tasty once but
now it had become rancid and stench was wafting of it
in waves. The clean sheets on the small cot in one
corner of the hut were filled with dust and the old
woman who sat on them looked on morosely at the
smallbamboo door of the hut but no one knocked.

The woman had been sitting like that for the past two
days. She had neither eaten nor drunk anything since
the last small meal she had three days before when
she had heard the news which had lifted off the
sadness from her heart. She just sat silently waiting
for her son who had gone to war. The war in Europe
had ended two days ago with Germany surrendering
to the Allies and all conscripts had been given the
permission to return to their homes. Two days had
passed and her son had still not come. The woman
was long past the stage of grief. She was a broken
thing and broken things don't cry. They can be only
mended and made somewhat whole. But that was to
be thejob of herson.

He would come with a smiling face and lifther up in his
strong arms and twirl her around till she forgot every
worry. Her son had been eager the day the white
people had come to do the recruiting. She had said
that they were Indians and the wars that their white-
skinned slavers fought had nothing to do with them.
He had laughed at her words saying that if the
Englishmen were going to stay a little more in their

country, they may as well help them maintain their
economy. That was how naive young men who want to
become soldiers are, the woman reflected thinking
back. That had been the last time she had heard her
son and she thirsted for more. Many of the other young
men who had gone to the war had not returned, but
shefeltsure thathersonwould.

At that time there was a small rapping of knuckles on
the weak door. The hopes of the old woman rose. At
last her son had come back. She would spend all her
savings and buy some white flour from the village
grocer. She would make sweets and small delicacies for
her only son, now a soldier returned. But when she
opened the door it was not the smiling face of her
young son she saw but the scarred and pockmarked
face of the village postman, a veteran of war himself.
His eyes provided a silent sympathy and the shoulders
of the woman sagged. Silently and with a face as white
as a newly washed sheet she took the white folded
telegram from the postman, her hands trembling.

The paper said - 'Navjot Singh, Killed in Action'. That
was when the broken thing really shattered. Her son
was another of those soldiers who didn't return. And as
her heart shuddered with the onslaught of a stroke, she
smiled atthe thought that he would have his mother by
his side. They would live in a place where good people
like her son went and they would meet freedom there.
Finally. With the vision of a beautiful garden
somewhere in her mind and a small smile on her lips,
the old woman slipped to the floor and took her last
breath.
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The Lost Boy with the
Blue Toy Car

- Aditya Diwakar
Economics Hons Ist Year

| sat along the window of my rooftop
Saw some trucks and people pass.
And longed for the little boy whose
Blue toy car was lost in the grass.
Dust and dirt had dimmed the horizon
Lost the vision and could not see far.
By this time the dusk had dawned
Blue toy car replaced with cigar.

| sat along the window of my rooftop
Saw more trucks and people pass
Longed again for the little boy

Who found his blue toy car but

Lost himself in the aging grass.

The Bird which
Never Returned

- Aditya Diwakar
Economics Hons Ist Year

Still, away from our selfish sights

Far from the glitter and city lights

When you travel to the countryside
There lives a man with wrinkled skin
And grey hair calm like the ocean

And twice as old as the moon.

He had no whims no wish no fantasy,
But every evening he looks at the sky
Longing for his little bird he set to fly.
The bird flew a million miles, oceans five
Continents seven and still soared high.
But every evening the man looks at the sky

Longing for his little bird he had set to fly.



Unread Messages

- Soumya Vats
English Hons Ist Year

In the beginning,

Sometimes | left messages on the street.

Short glances with long stories,

Little whiffs of the storm within me.
Sadistic paperbacks carried intentionally
With dark clothing in the backdrop.

Or the blackness my eyes soaked in
From deep thoughts and shallow words.
But your sight would always

Find home in the prettier ones,

As their scar-less hands stroked yours
Those, colorful on the inside out.
Because who'd behold pebbles

When gemstones are laid out?

As my words dissolve

Into the bedlam of life.

Words,

Of dreams being unfinished,

Due to alarms.

Flights being missed,

At the last hour.

Goodbyes being faked

When going afar.

I now speak in voiceless gestures
And fleeting eye contacts

That don't give away much.

So | slam the doors, a little louder.
Slouch, a little lower.

Walk, a little slower.

Sleep, a little lighter.

And think,

What if my skin yearned for silk
Like it does for steel?

What if kohl

Replaced red under my eyes?
What if the silence

Didn't make my ears ring?

And what if my mouth

Screamed the burning letters?

If only,

You'd read the messages on the street.




Heal

- Soumya Vats
English Hons Ist Year

| do not know the art of healing

But mending is second nature

To my eggshell fingers

That stitch up and wrap around wounds
Like a mother's arms lulling her newborn.
| plaster tears

With band-aids of happier tomorrows
Before you can strike the first blow.

My weaknesses locked in airtight Tupperware
Kept in crevices and folds of me

Long since forgotten.

But,

An arrow might hit now and then

Its pain dawns in unguarded moments
Twinges of not belonging

Open gashes of sleepless dreams

Lesions of fragile relationships

These leave scars-

Like cracks

On my favorite mug

But my skillful fingers mend them
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Without a trace.

Too bad you can't see

The tapes and glue

That hold me together

They wither away after a while
Leaving my pieces

Unhealed

Exposed.

So hold me in my cracked-vase-form
Or embrace me tight

Until my fragments unite

In your healing palms.

For | have been broken

Far too many times.

And | have been held

Far too few times.



Late Night Parties

- Soumya Vats
English Hons Ist Year

Anxiety is that fun-loving friend
Who decides to show up suddenly

Its spontaneity meets me 10 minutes before
bedtime

And invites me to a party in the pit of my stomach.
It's a happening evening of

Teeth biting

And obsessive scratching

And self-loathing

That dance at the tip of my tongue

Like a toxic cocktail

Handcrafted by the finest

Points of existential crises,

With crunchy bits of insomnia

Garnished with bits of nauseating nostalgia,
Served with a squeeze of unease.

Anxiety has me drunk on tears in no time

We play beer pong with my thoughts

And then put them on shuffle like party tracks

The next moment- I'm swaying to my childhood
fears

And future hopes that seem as fragile as my sanity.
The beats resemble my heart's thudding sounds

And the dance a trembling of my lips.

| drunk dial my friends

But they have healthy sleeping schedules.
It leaves me exhausted but

The thudding is too loud and

the silence too deafening

By the time it dies down,

The sun comes up.

And the hangover

Oh the hangover

I wish | could cure it with a greasy breakfast
or a bitter spinach smoothie

but it leaves only with a

goodbye hug so tight my ribs hurt

with its determination.

The pain a promise

that night is never too far

and neither is my fun-loving friend Anxiety.

Who sure as hell ain't much fun.
| 0§ |
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